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Important information regarding lawn and landscape chemicals 
 

Please think carefully and read all labels before applying, or having your landscape service 
apply, chemicals to your lawn. 

There is more and more evidence that the chemicals used in our landscapes pose serious 
health threats, including cancer, for our families and pets.  Wildlife, beneficial insects and bacteria are 
also harmed by our use of chemicals.  And they seriously compromise the health of our drinking water 
supply. 

The following information was taken in part from A Grass Roots Effort by Neal Winters, an 
article appearing in, and reprinted with permission from Relevant Times magazine – Fresh Ideas 
for Sustainable and Healthy Living. (973) 299-0015 www.RelevantTimes.com. 

 
_______________________________ 

The Pesticide Treadmill  
Your lawn can actually become addicted to chemical treatment. Repeated applications can cause soil 
to become conditioned, which speeds up degradation of the pesticides. This results in the need to 
apply increasing amounts more frequently to control pests. Meanwhile, beneficial organisms are killed 
off, soil becomes sterile, and pesticide-resistant insects breed and continue eating your grass. 
A New Lawn State of Mind 
“The first thing a homeowner should do to reduce or eliminate chemicals is to read the enormous 
amount of very clear evidence that chemicals and pesticides are linked to cancer and other fatal 
diseases in humans, especially children, and pets”, says Harmen Vos, Managing Member of Organic 
Dutchman lawn application service in Clinton, New Jersey. 
“Educate yourself and do not rely on the government because the chemical lobbyists work to keep the 
attention away from the dangers of their products.” 
Ditch Your Lawn and Garden Chemicals Because They….

1. Contaminate surface and groundwater 
2. Threaten the health of children 
3. Threaten the health of outdoor pets 
4. Threaten the health of local wildlife 

Reduce the activity of beneficial 
organisms 

5. Damage the habitats of local wildlife 
6. Are a waste of money 
7. Can cause damage throughout their lifecycles  
8. Actually degrade the health of your lawn and 

garden  
Are unnecessary  

 
Source: Organic Landscape Alliance
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