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MINUTES 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
January 15, 2013 

7:30 P.M. 
Borough Hall-Council Chambers 

Emerson, NJ 07630 
             
 
A meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Emerson, held in the Borough Hall, 
Municipal Place, Emerson, NJ on January 15, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Please turn off your cell phone ring tones. In case of a fire, follow the Fire Exit signs above the doors 
to your right and left in the Council Chambers and exit calmly. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Colina called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. and identified the emergency exits.  

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Colina asked Ms. Dray to call the roll of the Governing Body. 
 
Present: Mayor Colina, Councilwoman DiPaola, Councilwoman Garis, Councilman Knoller, 
Councilman Paino, Councilman Rivers, Councilman Worthington 

 
 Also present were Borough Attorney Scott Mooney and Borough Administrator Joe Scarpa. 

 
III. PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS 

 
Richard Bruness Day – Hero U.S. Postal Service Carrier 

January 15, 2013 
 

Mr. Bruness was honored by Mayor Colina for his courageous act of bravery by alerting the 
occupants of a home on Union Street owned by the Farrelly family when he observed smoke coming 
from the roof and windows, and who called 911 and attempted to put the fire out with a garden 
hose.  The Farrelly family was present to thank him and present him with a gift. 

 
IV. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 

 
 a. BOROUGH PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS - Pursuant to N.J.S.A 
 19:44A-20.4 et seq. “Fair and Open” 
 (Appointment by Mayor on Consent and Advice of Council) 

 
 PROFESSIONAL   TERM  NAME 

 
 44-13 Risk Managers   1 Year   Vozza Agency/ 
        Johl & Co. 
 

Motion to approve Resolution #44-13 appointment of Vozza Agency/Johl & 
Co. as Borough Risk Managers for 2013 was moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, 
seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
b. Swearing-in Ceremony for new Emerson Patrol Officers 
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1. Douglas R. Kearns 
2. Christopher D. Bova 
3. Glenn A. Howard 

 
Christopher Bova was sworn in by former Mayor of Oradell, Diane Didio.  Douglas Kearns and 
Glenn Howard were sworn in by Mayor Colina.  All were appreciative of the opportunity and 
thanked the Mayor and Council, Police Chief Donald Rossi and their friends and family for attending 
the ceremony that evening. 

 
 c. Recreation Commission 

     a) Re-appoint Paul Riker as a Regular member for the term ending 12/31/17   
Motion to reappoint Paul Riker as a regular member of the Recreation 
Commission for the term ending 12/31/17 was moved by Councilman 
Knoller, seconded by Councilman Worthington and carried by roll call vote 
of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
MAYOR APPOINTMENTS 

 d. Environmental Commission  
  
 1.  Mayor Colina announced the reappointment of Karen Browne as a 
 Regular member of the Environmental Commission for the term ending 
 12/31/15. 
 2.  Mayor Colina announced the appointment of Thomas Sudano as a 
 Regular member of the Environmental Commission for unexpired term 
 ending 12/31/14. 
 3.  Mayor Colina announced the appointment Tom Browne as Chairman of 
 the Environmental Commission for the term ending 12/31/13. 

 
 e. Shade Tree Commission 

 1. Mayor Colina announced the re-appointment of Steven Frassa as a 
 Regular member for the term ending 12/31/17. 
 2. Mayor Colina announced the appointment of Peter Kraycinovich as the 
 Alternate I member for the term  ending 12/31/15 

 
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1) Motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of August 21, 2012 was moved by 
Councilman Knoller.  The motion failed to be seconded and Mayor Colina moved forward to 
the next set of meeting minutes. 

2) Motion to approve the Special Meeting of August 31, 2012 was moved by 
Councilman Knoller.  The motion failed to be seconded and Mayor Colina moved forward to 
the next set of meeting minutes. 

 
3) Regular Meeting of September 4, 2012 
Motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of September 4, 2012 was moved 
by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by roll call 
vote of 4-1. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Worthington, Rivers, Garis 
NO: DiPaola 
ABSTAIN: Paino 

 
4) Regular Meeting September 18, 2012 
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Motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of September 18, 2012 was 
moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by 
roll call vote of 3-2. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Worthington, Rivers 
NO: DiPaola, Garis 
ABSTAIN: Paino 

 
5) Regular Meeting of October 2, 2012 
The motion failed to be seconded and therefore Mayor Colina moved forward to the 
next set of meeting minutes. 
 
6) Regular Meeting of October 16, 2012 
The motion failed to be seconded and therefore Mayor Colina moved forward to the 
next set of meeting minutes. 
 
7) Regular Meeting of November 13, 2012 
Motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of November 13, 2012 was 
moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried 
by roll call vote of 3-2. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Worthington, Rivers 
NO: DiPaola, Garis 
ABSTAIN: Paino 

 
8) Regular Meeting of December 4, 2012 
Motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of December 4, 2012 was 
moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried 
by roll call vote of 3-2. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Worthington, Rivers 
NO: DiPaola, Garis 
ABSTAIN: Paino 

 
9) Regular Meeting of December 18, 2012 
Motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of December 18, 2012 was 
moved by Councilman Paino, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried by roll 
call vote of 3-2. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Rivers, Paino 
NO: DiPaola, Garis 
ABSTAIN: Worthington 
 

10) BE IT RESOVED THAT the Closed Executive Session minutes of December 
4, 2012, copies of which were received and read by the Governing Body and 
reviewed by the Borough Attorney for content were approved for content and 
partial release to the public of parts thereof no longer considered confidential or 
proprietary by a motion made by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by Council 
President Rivers and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
11) BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Closed (Executive) Session Meeting Minutes of 

 the Sine Die Meeting on January 2, 2013, copies of which were received and read by 
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 the Governing Body and reviewed for content by the Borough Attorney were 
 approved for content and release to the public by a motion made by Councilwoman 
 DiPaola, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 5-0. 

RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis 
ABSTAIN: Paino 

 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
a). Resolution No. 45-13 Award professional services contract to Brian Hak, Esq. of Weiner 
Lesniak LLP as an Independent Hearing Investigator not to exceed $3,500 
 
Motion to approve Resolution #45-12 Award professional services contract to Brian 
Hak, Esq. of Weiner Lesniak LLP as an Independent Hearing Investigator not to exceed 
$3,500 was moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Councilwoman Garis and carried 
by roll call vote of 5-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
ABSTAIN: DiPaola 
 
b) Discussion: content style of Mayor and Council meeting minutes  

 
Motion to change the format and style of the Mayor and Council meeting minutes to 
reflect Roberts Rules of Order with no subjectivity but a brief summary and without a ‘he 
said/she said’ was moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by Councilwoman Garis 
and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Joint Lightning Detection Project with Emerson BOE  
 
Mayor Colina provided a brief progress report about the joint project with the Emerson 
BOE and directed the Borough Administrator to meet with the CFO in order to be 
prepared to present budgetary and funding information at the February 5th meeting 
when the topic will next be discussed. 
 

b. Zoning Designation Change Request-Emerson Golf Club  
 
Lou Lamatina, Esq. appeared with the owner of the property at 99 Palisades Ave known 
as the Emerson Golf Club along with his architects to request the rezoning of 5.2 acres 
of the property, lots 7.01 and 7.03 of Block 617.01, to allow the development of a 
proposed multi-family golf club oriented housing project.  

 
Motion to refer the zoning designation change request by the Emerson Golf Club to 
the Land Use Board for their recommendations was moved by Council President 
Rivers, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried by roll call vote of 5-1. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Paino 
NO: Garis 

 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Members of the public are welcome to speak on any topic by coming to the table and stating 
your name and address for the record.  In the interest of time, speakers are limited to five (5) 
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minutes.  In consideration of all who may wish to speak, please keep your comments brief 
and concise.   

 
Motion to open the meeting for comments from the public on the Emerson Golf Club 
zoning designation change request only was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded 
by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried. 
 
Kathy Hornyak, 123 Palisade Avenue opposed the proposed Emerson Golf Club property 
zoning designation change. 
 
Gail Kovacs-Felici, 240 Randolph Avenue inquired about the height of the proposed 
development on the Emerson Golf Club property. 

 
Teresa Wallace, 114 Palisade Avenue opposed the proposed Emerson Golf Club property 
zoning designation change. 
 
Michael Wallace, 114 Palisade Avenue opposed the proposed Emerson Golf Club property 
zoning designation change. 

 
Ken Hoffman, 61  Emwood Drive had questions about the proposed Emerson Golf Club 
property zoning designation change and opposed it. 
 
Mark Orecchio, 78 Karen Lane had procedural questions about the Land Use’s hearing of 
the proposed Emerson Golf Club zoning designation change. 
 
Tom Kelly, 86 Palisade Avenue opposed the proposed Emerson Golf Club zoning 
designation change. 

 
Motion to close the meeting for comments from the public on the Emerson Golf Club 
zoning designation change request was moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by 
Councilman Knoller and carried at 9:22 p.m. 
 
c.  Resolution Supporting Gun Control – This matter was not discussed by request of 

Council President Rivers and Mayor Colina postponed the topic to the next regular 
meeting with a request for the Council to review and be prepared to discuss ita dn 
take action. 

 
IX. REPORTS 

 
The Borough Administrator gave his status report and received general consensus from the 
Borough Council to the continue the borough’s participation in the joint Packsack Valley 
Road resurfacing project and received general consensus from the Borough Council to 
resubmit the OEM Mitigation grant application for an emergency generator. 
 
The Borough Clerk had no report. 
 
The Borough Attorney had no report.  
 
Council President Rivers had no report. 
 
Councilman Paino requested that the borough administrator give a status report of the 
Senior Citizens’ Center kitchen remodeling project. Mr. Scarpa projected that it would be 
completed in two to three weeks and there would be a ribbon cutting ceremony scheduled in 
the future in response to a question by Councilman Paino. 
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Councilman Worthington had no report. 
 
Councilwoman DiPaola gave the year end Building Department Report on file and would 
forward a letter from the Construction Code Enforcement Official to the Mayor and 
Council. 
 
Councilman Knoller gave the monthly Recreation Commission report and discussed coach 
background checks. Mr. Scarpa was asked for an update on the tracking of the background 
checks of recreational sports coaches. The Human Resources Committee was preparing a 
mission statement and had received the JIF template personnel policy.  
 
Mayor Colina reported that he was invited to and given a tour of the new for profit 128 bed 
state of the art facility - HUMC North Pascack Valley Hospital - that is schedule to open 
June 1.  He had recommended two Emerson citizens to participate in the hospital 
Community Leadership group at the hospital’s request. 

 
X. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Members of the public are welcome to speak on any topic by coming to the table and stating 
your name and address for the record.  In the interest of time, speakers are limited to five (5) 
minutes.  In consideration of all who may wish to speak, please keep your comments brief 
and concise.   

 
Motion to open the meeting for comments from the public was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried. 
 
Ken Hoffman, 61 Emwood Drive, commented on the minutes and their historical value, 
and if the minute meeting tapes would be permanently stored, questioned a resolution and 
commented on Emerson Woods. 
 
Motion to close the meeting for comments from the public was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried at 9:22 p.m. 

 
XI. RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA NO. 46-13 

Matters listed below are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion to the 
Council and one roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Council member requests an item be removed for consideration. 

 
Motion to approve resolutions on Consent Agenda #46-13 was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilwoman Garis and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
Ca 47-13  Dedication by Rider for Municipal Alliance on Alcohol and Drug Abuse 

Required by NJS 40A:5-29 Program contributions 
 Ca 48-13    Authorize refund or credit for (4) 2012 Tax Appeals and (1) Added/Omitted Tax                 
       Appeal for revised assessment of $3,157,500 
 

XII. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION - Resolution No. 49-13 
Motion to go into an executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as duly 
noticed by Resolution No. 49-13 was moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by 
Councilman Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 



APPROVED FOR CONTENT AND RELEASE 
 

 
#13-1/15-01 Contract Bargaining Agreement-Teamsters N.J.S.A. 10:4-7 
#13-1/15-02 Personnel-Finance Office Assistant/CMR   N.J.S.A. 10:4-8 

 
XII. RECONVENE 

Motion to reconvene was moved, seconded and carried. 
 
Mayor and Council Meeting Minutes Content resumed 
 
The Council resumed the discussion under closed session and in open to discuss the topic of 
the meeting minutes at length including reformatting under the new procedure and/or 
shredding of all meeting minutes already presented but not approved. Mr. Mooney suggested 
that one set of draft meeting minutes at a time be discussed beginning with the meeting of 
August 21, 2012 at the next regular meeting and it was agreed that all members would listen 
to the audio tape and come prepared to take action in regard to the August 21, 2012 meeting 
minutes. 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor Colina, a motion to adjourn was 
moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried at 11:14 
p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST:     
 
Carol Dray, RMC/CMC/CMR   DATE:  011513    
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