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MINUTES 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
October 15, 2013 

7:30 P.M. 
Borough Hall-Council Chambers 

Emerson, NJ 07630 
             
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Colina called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. and identified the emergency exits.  

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Colina asked Ms. Dray to call the roll of the Governing Body. 
 

Present: Mayor Colina, Councilwoman DiPaola, Councilwoman Garis, Councilman Knoller, 
Councilman Paino, Council President Rivers 
 
Absent: Councilman Worthington 

 
Also present was Borough Attorney Scott Mooney. The Borough Administrator, Joseph 
Scarpa, was not present. 

 
III. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 

 Environmental Commission Liaison  
o Accept the Resignation of Councilwoman DiPaola 

Motion to accept the resignation of Councilwoman DiPaola as Environmental 
Commission Liaison effective immediately was moved by Council President Rivers, 
seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried. 

 
o Appoint Councilman Worthington for the unexpired term ending 12/31/13 

With no objection, Councilman Worthington was appointed to fill the vacancy as 
the liaison to the Environmental Commission for the remainder of the year. 

 

 Municipal Land Use Board 
o Resignation of Class II Land Use Board member Brian Todd effective October 8, 

2013  

Motion to accept the resignation of Class II Land Use Board member Brian 
Todd effective October 8, 2013 was moved by Councilman Paino, seconded by 
Councilman Knoller and carried. 

 

 Recreation Commission 
o Appointment of David Cannici as a Regular Member for the term ending 12/31/14 

Motion to appoint David Cannici as a Regular Member of the Recreation 
Commission for the term ending 12/31/14 was moved by Councilman Knoller, 
seconded by Council President Rivers and carried. 
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 Emerson Police Department 
o Appointment of Lisa Smith as Crossing Guard 

Motion to appoint Lisa Smith as a Crossing Guard with the Emerson Police 
Department effective immediately at the salary rate set by ordinance was moved by 
Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilwoman Garis and carried by a roll 
call vote of 5-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE 

Mayor Colina announced that copies of the correspondence were available in the office of 
the Municipal Clerk. 

 Email Received September 17, 2013 from Thomas Lahey; re: Censuring of 
Councilwoman DiPaola  

 Letter dated September 16, 2013 from Stephen Rajczyk, Manager, Public &  Govt. 
Services, AAA North Jersey; Re: 2013 AAA Community Traffic Safety Awards 
Luncheon 

 Letter received September 21, 2013 from Sheree Davis, Manager, Bureau of Commuter 
& Mobility Strategies, NJDOT; Re: Complete Streets Policy Summit 

 Letter dated September 20, 2013 from Peter E. Doyne, A.J.S.C., Superior Court of New 
Jersey; Re: Appointments of Municipal Court Director, MC Administrator and/or MC 
Deputy Court Administrator 

 Letter received October 1, 2013 from Tom Browne, Chair, Emerson Environmental 
Commission; Re: Removal of Councilwoman DiPaola as Commission Liaison   

 Email received October 1, 2013 from Councilwoman DiPaola to Mayor Colina; re: 
resignation from Environmental Commission effective immediately 

 Letter dated October 3, 2013 from Executive Director BrianDean, Jersey Cares; Re: 
Jersey Cares Coat Drive 

 Letter dated October 8, 2013 from CEO Kevin Fuchs, Fuchs EMS & Medical 
Transportation: Re: Termination of services 

 Letter dated September 30, 2013 from President McLloyd Jensen & Bishop Mark Van 
Wagenen, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; Re: Mormon Helping Hands 

 Letter received October 10, 2013 from Executive Director Sandra Huber, NJ Clean 
Communities Council; Re: Overdue 2012 Statistical Reports 

 Letter dated October 8, 2013 from Vincent Arrisi, State Registrar, Office of Vital 
Statistics; Re: Vacant Local Registrar Position 

 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 New Municipal Building Update – Mayor Colina reported that he had spoken with the 
Borough Architect last week and was informed that he was very close to finalizing the 
last details in the study. He would provide more information when it became available. 

 

 Lightning Detection System Update - Councilman Knoller reported that as of last 
Tuesday, all the towns had the detection units set up. The next step was to have the 
software installed on that central station computer in Westwood. All the systems were 
active so if there was lightning in the area, an alarm would sound.  
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 Borough Administrator Transition Update – Mayor Colina gave his update of the 
Administrator Transition Subcommittee’s progress in preparation of Mr. Scarpa’s 
departure from the Borough at the end of the year. The sub-committee had met with 
Jersey Professional Management to consider various options and whom would be hired 
to consult at the rate of $100 an hour not to exceed 20 hours per week to work directly 
with Mr. Scarpa, the transition committee and the borough in understanding the critical 
functionality of the position and to come up with a solid recommendations going 
forward. 

 

Motion to move forward with JPM was moved by Council President Rivers, 
seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried by a roll call vote of 4-1. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
NO: DiPaola 

 

 Commuter Parking Sub-committee Update – Council President Rivers provided an 
update. He noted that Emerson was one of very few municipalities that provide free 
parking to residents. He emphasized that better lighting was necessary at the end of 
Emerson Plaza East as well as further up that road to make it safer for commuters. He 
discussed having 38 dedicated spots, two would be dedicated to handicapped parking. 
The 36 spots would require parking permits; for residents there would be a reduced 
permit cost. For non residents, the cost would be greater but it would guarantee them a 
spot. He noted that they were planning to finalize this at their next meeting as well as 
discussing revising the ordinance for citations for parking in those areas. 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 
CFO Cathy Henderson reviewed the Best Practices Checklist and noted that the Borough 
would receive a score of 42 out of 50 points which would qualify for 100% of state aid. She 
reviewed areas of deficiencies with the Governing Body. 
 
Mayor Colina asked if all were in favor. The Council agreed. None were opposed. Ms. 
Henderson was scheduled to submit the certified form to the state the next day. 

 
VII. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 
Mayor Colina announced that Ms. Dray would read the following ordinance by title and it 
would be further considered at a Public Hearing to be held on November 12th, 2013 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall, Municipal Place, Emerson, N.J. and 
published in the October 18th, 2013 edition of the Ridgewood News by summary.  He 
added that this ordinance was on file in the Clerk’s Office and posted on the official bulletin 
board of the Municipal Building where copies would be available to the General Public at no 
charge.  

 
First Reading:  

 
#1468-13 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
EMERSON CHAPTER 61 ENTITLED DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, 
PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION ADDING §61-11 LIGHTNING 
DETECTION 
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Motion to introduce Ordinance #1468-13 on first reading was moved by Councilman 
Knoller, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by roll call vote of 5-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
 

VIII. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 
 

Second Reading and Public Hearing: 
 

#1466-13 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 118 OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF EMERSON ENTITLED BRUSH, GRASS AND WEEDS 
ADDING ARTICLE I CONTROL OF BAMBOO  
 
Councilwoman DiPaola explained that the State of Connecticut had recently passed a law 
limiting the growth of bamboo. She suggested changing the ordinance to incorporate some 
of their language regarding actual instructions on how to plant it. Mr. Mooney said that the 
changes would be substantial enough to require scrapping the current ordinance and putting 
it back on for first reading at the next meeting. The Governing Body concurred. 
 
#1467-13 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 118 OF THE CODE OF 
EMERSON ENTITLED BRUSH, GRASS AND WEEDS  

 

Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance #1467-13 was 
moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried 
unanimously 

 
Ken Hoffman, 61 Emwood Drive asked for an explanation of this ordinance.  
 
Seeing no more hands, Mayor Colina asked for a motion to close the meeting to comments 
on Ordinance #1467-13. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance #1467-13 was 
moved by Councilman Paino, seconded by Councilwoman Garis and carried. 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance #1467-13 on second reading was moved by Councilwoman 
DiPaola, seconded by Councilwoman Garis and carried by roll call vote of 5-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
IX. REPORTS 

 Borough Attorney Mr. Mooney had no report. 
 

 Borough Clerk Ms. Dray had nothing to report 
 

 Mayor and Council 
 
Councilman Knoller said the Recreation Commission was looking forward to Mr. 
Cannici joining them.  
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Councilwoman DiPaola reviewed the Board of Health meeting and the possibility of a 
tattoo parlor opening in town and the open Registrar position. She also discussed an 
Emerson resident who had concerns about bamboo growing on an adjacent property in 
Westwood. The Historic Preservation Commission would be hosting a lecture on 
November 13th where Dwight DeStephan was scheduled to give a lecture regarding the 
Italian influence and heritage in Emerson. On November 19th in Ridgewood, Chairman, 
Bill Wassmann would be giving a talk on Emerson history based on his disk from the 
Centennial Celebration to a group of seniors in Ridgewood.  The Shade Tree 
Commission was very frustrated because they did not have enough money or resources 
to do the job that they needed to do. She suggested considering allocating a much larger 
budget to them so they could get the necessary trees removed. She asked for an 
explanation of Fuchs Ambulance leaving the borough. It was explained that it was a 
business decision on their part and the Borough would need to find another solution. 
for daytime coverage. 
 
Councilman Paino gave the Emerson Volunteer Ambulance report for the month of 
September noting that the EVAC had their food drive that week and did an outstanding 
job collecting enough food for the needy families in town and raised about $300 in cash. 
He also gave the Building Department report for September. He commended all 
emergency services for their response after a big storm in town on October 7th.  
 
Councilwoman Garis provided details on upcoming events at the Emerson Public 
Library.  
 
Council President Rivers gave the Emerson Police Department report and the Fire 
Department for the month of September. He also commended the Emerson 
Volunteer Fire Department, the Department of Public Works and the Police 
Department for stepping up during the storm. Mayor Colina encouraged everyone to 
sign up for emergency alerts through Nixle. Council President Rivers added that the 
Police Department and Fire Department open houses were very successful. 
 
Mayor Colina said that leaf bags were currently available and the information was made 
available to the residents by an alert sent via the Borough’s Swiftreach Notification 
System. He noted that he and Police Chief Rossi had been discussing the need for 
ambulance services in town when Fuchs EMS departs. He stated that the new sound 
system at the library was very nice.  He also praised the lightning detection team along 
with the Board of Ed for moving forward on this project.  

 
X. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Members of the public are welcome to speak on any topic by coming to the table and stating 
your name and address for the record.  In the interest of time, speakers are limited to five (5) 
minutes.  In consideration of all who may wish to speak, please keep your comments brief 
and concise.   

 

Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried. 
 
Mr. Zarro, 88 Chestnut Street  discussed the condition of his sidewalk due to damage from a 
shade tree and the Governing Body debated whether to allow him and his neighbor to 
remove their sidewalks and not replace the slabs.. Mr. Mooney emphasized that these 
situations needed to be decided on a case by case basis.  
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Motion to permit the resident/homeowner, Mr. Zarro, to remove the sidewalks 
permanently at 88 and 94 Chestnut Street; respectively, was moved by Councilman Paino, 
seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by roll call vote of 5-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
 
Ken Hoffman, 61 Emwood Drive asked questions about the transition consultant being 
hired as it related to the upcoming departure of Mr. Scarpa.  
 
Marguerite Pellegrino, 152 Hartland Avenue, thanked the Governing Body for doing repairs 
on her street.  
 
Cheryl Dickerson, 43 Colonial Road asked for an update on commuter parking. Council 
President Rivers reviewed the matters discussed earlier in the meeting and responded to her 
expressed concerns in respect to her as a commuter in the Borough. 
 

Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilwoman 
DiPaola, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried. 

 
XI. RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA NO. 174-13 

Matters listed below are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion to the 
Council and one roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Council member requests an item be removed for consideration. 
 

Motion to remove the following check numbers from the Bill List: 23704, 23730 and 
23762 of the Consent Agenda was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 5-0. 

 RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda Resolution #174-13 was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 5-0. 

 RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
 
Ca 175-13 Approve Bill List 
Ca 176-13 Approve Place to Place Transfer for Liquor License # 0214-33-001-0008 123  

 Lincoln LLC 
Ca 177-13 Change Order High Street Improvement  
Ca 178-13 Approve Issuance of Taxi/Limousine Permit to MetroPro Limousine, LLC for 

 the term ending June 30, 2014 
Ca 179-13 Approve Temporary Curfew for Cabbage Night and Halloween enforced by the 

 Emerson Police Department effective October 30 and October 31, 2013 
Ca 180-13 Authorize Mayor Colina to enter into Community Development Grant 

 Agreement # 210-205-744-35-01 Senior Citizens Activities for $3,274.00 
Ca 181-13 Approve Deferred Compensation 457-Roth Authorization  
Ca 182-13 Authorize Mayor Colina to execute Licensing Agreements 
Ca 183-13 Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation NJS  
 40A:4-87 Chapter 159 Community Development in the sum of $3274.00 
Ca 184-13 Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation NJS  

40A:4-87 Chapter 159 in the sum of $17,488.00 - 2013-14 Community 
Development Block Grant for Senior Citizen Flooring Rehab Improvement 

Ca 185-13 Change Order 2013 Road Resurfacing Improvement in the net amount of                            
 $32,142.10 
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Ca 186-13 Block Party Approval – Orchard Avenue between Linda Place and Kinderkamack  
 Road; October 26th (rain date October 27) 
Ca 187-13 2013-2014 CDBG Senior Citizen Flooring Rehab Improvement – Resolution to  
 enter into a Grant Agreement for $17,488 
 

Motion to approve the following check numbers on the bill list: 23704, 23730 and 23762 
was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried by 
roll call vote of 3-1. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Rivers, Paino 
ABSTAIN: DiPaola 
NO: Garis 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor Colina, a motion to adjourn was 
moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried at 
8:57 p.m. 

 


