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MINUTES 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
November 12, 2013 

7:30 P.M. 
Borough Hall-Council Chambers 

Emerson, NJ 07630 
             
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Colina called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m. and identified the emergency exits.  

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Colina asked Ms. Dray to call the roll of the Governing Body. 
 

Present: Mayor Colina, Councilwoman DiPaola, Councilwoman Garis, Councilman Knoller, 
Council President Rivers, Councilman Paino, Councilman Worthington 
 
Also present were Borough Attorney Scott Mooney and Temporary Acting Assistant 
Administrator Les Shenkler. 
 

III. EXCUSED ABSENCE OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBER 

 Councilman Worthington for absence from Regular Meeting of October 15, 2013 

Motion to excuse Councilman Worthington for absence from the Regular Meeting of 
October 15, 2013 was moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Councilwoman 
Garis and carried. 

 
IV. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS – There were no appointments or resignations. 

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE 

Mayor Colina announced that copies of the correspondence were available in the office of 
the Municipal Clerk. 

 Letter dated October 15, 2013 from Maria Moran, Director, NJ State Board of Public 
Utilities; Re: United Water Petition for Rate Increase 

 Letter dated October 21, 2013 from BC Municipal Joint Insurance Fund; Re: Public 
Hearing – 2014 Proposed Budgets 

 Letter dated October 22, 2013 from BC Municipal Joint Insurance Fund; Re: 2013 
Dividend 

 Letter dated October 29, 2013 from Andrea Capuano; Re: Construction of home by 
Town & Country Developers at end of Tarnapoll Road 

 
VI. FINANCIAL ACTION 

 Bid Results for Borough of Emerson Bond Anticipation Notes Dated 11/8/13 – CFO 
Catherine Henderson discussed the bid results and upcoming bond sale as well as 
explaining the purpose of each of the related resolutions. 
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 RESOLUTION #191-13  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF 
THE BOROUGH OF EMERSON, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY, COVENANTING TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS AMENDED, APPLICABLE TO THE 
EXCLUSION FROM GROSS INCOME FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX 
PURPOSES OF INTEREST ON OBLIGATIONS ISSUED BY THE BOROUGH 
OF EMERSON AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, BOROUGH CLERK, 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER AND OTHER BOROUGH OFFICIALS TO TAKE 
SUCH ACTION AS THEY MAY DEEM NECESSARY OR ADVISABLE TO 
EFFECT SUCH COMPLIANCE AND DESIGNATING A $2,067,400 BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTE, DATED NOVEMBER 8, 2013 AND PAYABLE 
DECEMBER 20, 2013, AS A “QUALIFIED TAX-EXEMPT OBLIGATION” 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 265 (b) (3) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 
OF 1986, AS AMENDED 

 

Motion to approve Resolution #191-13 was moved by Councilman Knoller, 
seconded by Councilman Worthington and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
 

 RESOLUTION #192-13  AUTHORIZING THE PUBLICATION, PRINTING 
AND DISTRIBUTION OF A NOTICE OF SALE AND THE PUBLICATION OF 
A SUMMARY NOTICE OF SALE AND PRESCRIBING THE FORMS THEREOF 
FOR $3,698,000 GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS, DATED DECEMBER 15, 
2013, APPROVING THE PREPARATION, DISTRIBUTION AND EXECUTION 
OF A PRELIMINARY AND A FINAL OFFICIAL STATEMENT FOR SUCH 
BONDS, UNDERTAKING TO PROVIDE CONTINUING DISCLOSURE OF 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION, COVENANTING TO COMPLY WITH THE 
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS AMENDED, DESIGNATING SUCH 
BONDS AS "QUALIFIED TAX-EXEMPT OBLIGATIONS" FOR PURPOSES OF 
THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS AMENDED, AND 
AUTHORIZING VARIOUS MATTERS IN CONNECTION WITH ELECTRONIC 
BIDDING FOR THE BONDS 
 

Motion to approve Resolution #192-13 was moved by Councilman Knoller, 
seconded by Councilman Worthington and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
 

 RESOLUTION #193-13 COMBINING SEVERAL AUTHORIZATIONS OF 
BONDS INTO A SINGLE ISSUE AND PRESCRIBING THE DETAILS AND 
BOND FORM THEREOF FOR $3,698,000 GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS 
DATED DECEMBER 15, 2013 
 

Motion to approve Resolution #193-13 was moved by Councilman Knoller, 
seconded by Councilman Worthington and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – There was no unfinished business. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS – There was no new business. 
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IX. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
First Reading:  
 
Mayor Colina announced that Ms. Dray would read the following ordinances by title and 
they would be further considered at a Public Hearing to be held on December 3rd, 2013 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall, Municipal Place, Emerson, N.J. and 
published in the November 15th, 2013 edition of the Ridgewood News by summary.  He 
added that these ordinances were on file in the Clerk’s Office and posted on the official 
bulletin board of the Municipal Building where copies would be available to the General 
Public at no charge.  
 
#1469-13 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 118 OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF EMERSON ENTITLED BRUSH, GRASS AND WEEDS 
ADDING ARTICLE I CONTROL OF BAMBOO  
 

Motion to introduce Ordinance #1469-13 on first reading was moved by Councilwoman 
DiPaola, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
 

 #1470-13 AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 7 OF THE  

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF EMERSON ENTITLED “AMBULANCE 

CORPS” 
 

Motion to introduce Ordinance #1470-13 on first reading was moved by Councilman 
Worthington, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by roll call vote of 5-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
ABSTAIN: Knoller 

 
X. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 

 
 Second Reading & Public Hearing: 
 

#1468-13 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
EMERSON CHAPTER 61 ENTITLED DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, 
PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION ADDING §61-11 LIGHTNING 
DETECTION 

 

Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance #1468-13 was 
moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried 
unanimously 
 
Seeing no hands, Mayor Colina asked for a motion to close the meeting to comments on 
Ordinance #1468-13. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance #1468-13 was 
moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Councilwoman Garis and carried. 
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Motion to adopt Ordinance #1468-13 on second reading was moved by Councilman 
Knoller, seconded by Councilwoman Garis and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
XI. REPORTS 

 Borough Attorney Scott Mooney and Borough Clerk Carol Dray had no reports. 
 

 Acting Administrator Les Shenkler stated that the transition was going smoothly and 
everyone had been very cooperative. 

 

 Mayor and Council 
 

Councilman Paino gave the October Building Department report. 
 
Councilwoman Garis had no report but questioned Mr. Mooney on Rice Notice 
procedures. Mr. Mooney said he had nothing to do with the Rice Notices and suggested 
she contact Labor Attorney Ron Gordon.  
 
Council President Rivers stated that the Police Department received the new CAD 
system up and it was up and running. 
 
Councilman Knoller had no report. 
 
Councilwoman DiPaola reported that Dwight DeStefan would be giving a lecture on the 
history of Emerson at the Emerson Library. She stated that at the Special Meeting she 
was completely shocked that the Borough Administrator Mr. Scarpa was locked out of 
his office with a padlock and was shocked at a lot of things going on in the borough 
since that day. She stated that she didn’t have any knowledge of it and wanted it put on 
record.  
 
Councilman Worthington gave the October report of the Emerson Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps. He reported that the Environmental Commission had completed 
the cleanup of the Broadway Park on November 2nd with the help of volunteers. A clean 
up of Emerson Woods was scheduled for November 16th at 9:00 a.m. He said the 
Environmental Commission would be working with NEVO to get Emerson Woods 
cleaned up and organized and get some trails in order in the spring. The first part of the 
Joan Martin Memorial Garden had been completed. It would be completed in the 
spring. 
 
Mayor Colina said that Chief Rossi, himself and members of the Ambulance Committee 
had met with Hackensack University Medical Center North at Pascack Valley. Effective 
that day, ambulance coverage from Monday through Friday would be handled by them 
from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. Formalization would be coming and he asked Mr. 
Mooney to work with them on that. He also thanked Mr. Shenkler for his efforts during 
the transition and was convinced that as the borough moved forward, they would make 
positive strides. 

 
XII. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilwoman 
DiPaola, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried. 
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Gary Schwinder, 99 Linden Avenue stated that as a member of the Land Use Board, the 
sound system in the Council Chambers had to be upgraded, especially as it related to people 
who were testifying. He also asked about the chair lift or elevator at Borough Hall that did 
not work and expressed concern for people with disabilities. He said the community should 
have a way to get people to the second floor to attend meetings.  

 
Ronald Griffin, 87 Ackerman Avenue said that he had attended the Special Meeting of 
November 7th and said the articles in local papers did not give residents a full understanding 
of what took place. He said that a councilmember called him disgusting after the 4-2 vote to 
alter Mr. Scarpa’s contract. He said there was no reason to call him disgusting – he did not 
do or say anything. 
 
David DeBenedetto, 223 Sanford Avenue asked for an update on the proposed parking 
regulations for Emerson Plaza East. Council President Rivers said they did anticipate 
presenting an ordinance for review at the next meeting.  
 
Gary Schwinder asked about the proposed parking ordinance and if the borough had 
received clearance from NJ Transit. Mayor Colina said he would be meeting with a 
representative of NJ Transit regarding the right of way issue but since there was no formal 
agreement, it was Emerson’s call. Council President Rivers said he would double check on 
this. 
 

Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilman 
Knoller, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried. 

 
XIII. RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA NO. 194-13 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda #194-13 was moved by Councilman Knoller, 
seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 

 RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
 
Ca 195-13 Approve Bill List 
Ca 196-13 Approve Resolution supporting Fugitive Safe Surrender Program 
Ca 197-13 Approve Tax Overpayment in the amount of $2,134.60 – 66 Powell Rd  
Ca 198-13 Approve Transfer of Funds  
Ca 199-13 Approve Authorized Signatories 

 
XIV. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION - Resolution No. 200-13 

Motion to go into an executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as duly 
noticed by Resolution No. 200-13 was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
#13-11/12-29  Litigation-Tax Appeal  N.J.S.A. 10:4-7 
 

XV. RECONVENE 

Motion to reconvene was moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Council 
President Rivers and carried. 

 

 Resolution No. 201-13 Authorizing Tax Appeal Attorney to utilize the Borough Planner 
to prepare a zoning analysis for Block 617.01 Lots 701 and 703 not to exceed $1,200. 
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Motion to approve Resolution #201-13 was moved by Council President Rivers, 
seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 

 RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
XVI. ADJOURNMENT 

With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor Colina, a motion to adjourn was 
moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried at 
8:28 p.m. 

 
 

Carol Dray, RMC/CMC/CMR    
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Joseph Kolodziej, Borough Administrator/Clerk  
 
 
DATE:  

 


