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Emerson Environmental Commission
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 27, 2016


The meeting of the Borough of Emerson Environmental Commission was brought to order by Chairman Tom Browne, promptly at 7:30pm.  The Chairman read the Open Public Meeting Statement, then requested the Secretary, Joan Dondero, to call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Chairman Browne, Karen Browne, Stephanie Clark, Pat Dinallo, Michael Griggs, Jeanine Lamatina, Tom Sudano.
Also Present:  Lori Charkey – Bergen SWAN; Ken Hoffman, Shade Tree; Eagle Scouts, Thomas Ross and Ethan Howell, Troop 67; Rich Worthington, Council Liaison, Jake Salles, Student Liaison, Joan Dondero, Secretary.
Absent:  Vice Chair Boyce.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion to Approve the Minutes of November 18, 2015 by Ms. Dinallo; seconded by Ms. Lamatina.  
Passed unanimously.

PUBLIC SESSION:
Motion to Open the Meeting to the Public by Ms. Dinallo; seconded by Mr. Sudano.
Passed unanimously.

Eagle Scout Thomas Ross presented a troop project of trail markers for clear, usable, trails; to make a new trail system.  Paperwork from SUEZ (formerly, United Water) will be needed.  Mr. Ross had a map prepared that showed the trails which he explained in detail, and also showed pictures of vegetation.  The suggested names for the trails are:  “Old Oak Trail” and “Pine Trail”.  Chairman Browne asked about a time frame.  Mr. Ross said that June 5th is a possible time frame.  Chairman Browne then questioned the financial costs.  Mr. Ross said that they will have a fund raiser; Mr. Griggs said to get the budget cost. 

Lori Charkey, Director of the Bergen SWAN, had questions as to possibly opposing this project.  Chairman Browne said that it is only for refurbishing the trails, not making anything new.  The kiosk (a small structure with one or more open sides) is outdated.  Ms. Charkey said there might be funding, a grant approximately ($1,000) one-thousand dollars.  Mr. Ross said he needed materials and posts.

Eagle Scout Ethan Howell showed photos of suggested benches.  If he could get the wood donated, he could build it himself.  Pressurized wood was suggested; cannot exceed 40 square feet.  The Commission studied the photos, and made comments and suggestions.  The Scouts will revise the proposal and will meet with Chairman Browne.  It should be done by the June Eagle Scout ceremony.

Ken Hoffman, Shade Tree Chairman, speaks.  The trail down around the ditch, where the trees are never cut, or where trees fell; water is shifting over there.

Motion to Close the Meeting to the Public by Ms. Browne; seconded by Ms. Dinallo.
Passed unanimously.


CORRESPONDENCE:
Mail and announcements are scanned and/or emailed to the Chairs, Members and Liaisons.  Brochures and Agendas are handed out at the meeting.

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Mr. Griggs reported the mess in back of Shop Rite.  He showed photos and made recommendations.  People are dumping back there; many plastic bags.  Chairman Browne said the photos should be given to the Administration; the town needs to enforce the existing ordinances.  Mr. Worthington advised it should be cleaned up.  

Motion to Reopen the Meeting to the Public by Ms. Browne; seconded by Mr. Sudano.
Passed unanimously.

Ms. Charkey (SWAN) suggested fencing; clean-up of Emerson Woods Preserve and Water Company (SUEZ).  Chairman Browne suggested a light footprint in anything we do in the Woods, and oppose development of the area.  It should be preserved, and have the access and awareness improved.  Ms. Charkey expressed that Woods clean-up and the town are separate clean-ups.  The Environmental Commission will get a copy of the report.

Ms. Browne asked about Sustainable New Jersey.  

Ms. Clark announced the Emerson Fall Fest for Sunday, October 16, 2016, at 9:00am-4:00pm.  Location will be announced when confirmed.

Mr. Deo, Emerson Jr.-Sr. High School Chemistry teacher was present, but made no comment, except to thank the Emerson Environment Commission.

Motion to Reclose the Meeting to the Public by Ms. Browne; seconded by Ms. Dinallo.
Passed unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Chairman Browne talked about easements and Green Acres.  Access of Woods around reservoir was mentioned.  Mr. Worthington advised to make the Woods inviting, not for building houses in the future.  A clean-up date is scheduled for Saturday, April 23, 2016, at 9:00am-1:00pm, to coordinate with Bi-State Cleanup run by the Park Ridge Green Team.

TABLED (to next meeting):  Discuss new Emerson Woods Preserve field guide.  

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to Adjourn the Meeting by Ms. Browne; seconded by Ms. Dinallo.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Passed unanimously.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will take place on:
	WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2016, at 7:30pm, in the Council Chambers.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Dondero
Emerson Environmental Commission

