

2

Emerson Environmental Commission
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 24, 2016


The meeting of the Borough of Emerson Environmental Commission was brought to order by Chairman Tom Browne, promptly at 7:30pm.  The Chairman read the Open Public Meeting Statement, then requested the Secretary, Joan Dondero, to call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Present: Chairman Browne, Vice Chair Boyce, K. Browne, S. Clark, P. Dinallo, M. Griggs, J. Lamatina, T. Sudano, Secretary J. Dondero.
Guests: Eagle Scout Thomas Ross, Lori Charkey Bergen SWAN, Mayor Louis J. Lamatina.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 27, 2016
Motion to Approve the Minutes by Ms. Browne; seconded by Ms. Dinallo.  
Passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC SESSION:
Motion to Open Public Session by Mr. Sudano; seconded by Ms. Boyce.  
Passed unanimously.

Eagle Scout Thomas Ross remarked about the species being marked and the kiosks trails being updated.  They won’t go into the (3) three major parts of SUEZ (formerly United Water).  Illustrations were shown of the water shed buffer by Emerson Woods.  Re-establish markers are already there.

The location of the species of plants were spoken about to determine what time, when, to put in the color coded markers in green, brown or yellow.

Discussions continued between Ms. Charkey Bergen SWAN and Vice Chair Boyce, who explained that they went through the markers.  There are (2) two signs on Main Street and (2) two trails must be taken off the map, it is a wooded state, and others must be refreshed.  There is a ditch trail turning into a swamp.

Ms. Charkey will send Vice Chair Boyce information.

Motion to Close Public Session by Ms. Lamatina; seconded by Mr. Sudano.  
Passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Mail and announcements are scanned and/or emailed to the Chairs, Members, and Liaisons.  Brochures and Agendas are handed out at meetings.

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Ms. Clark said the Harvest Market location and date is confirmed.  The Emerson High School 
is reserved, parking and rest rooms are assessable.  October 16, 2016, 9am-4:00pm is the date of the Harvest Market and will have (40) forty tables rented.  Mr. Sudano said he will ask about an estimate.  

Chairman Browne reminded the Commission that there will be a Bi-State Cleanup on Saturday, April 23, 2016, 9am-1:00pm in the Emerson Woods.

Motion to Reopen Public Session by Ms. Browne; seconded by Ms. Boyce. 
Passed unanimously.

Lori Charkey, Bergen Swan, discussed a fence higher than 3’ by Shop Rite.  Mr. Sudano voiced that a fence will not help, another dumpster is needed.  It was mentioned that they can’t have an overtop dumpster.

Motion to Reclose Public Session by Ms. Browne; seconded by Ms. Boyce.  
Passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sustainable NJ updates:  Vice Chair Boyce advised to summarize and submit exactly what was done.  The Green Team volunteers are separate from Emerson Environmental Commission.  It was suggested to get all involved - Fire Department, Dept. of Public Works, local businesses.  Help from the schools will be a great asset.  The Chamber of Commerce will be asked to participate.  Mr. Griggs will lead the way and put contents together for the members of the Environmental Commission.

The high school is getting involved in the Community Garden at Centennial Park.

Mayor Lamatina addressed that the SUEZ has access.  The Police Dept. is saving the Woods and will not have people come in and leave their garbage.  The community does not want anyone destroying the water supply.  

Ms. Browne questioned why this was permitted after 9/11.

Mayor Lamatina wants to make the Woods for people to enjoy, appreciating it and not to destroy it.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion to Adjourn the Meeting by Ms. Boyce; seconded by Ms. Browne.  Passed unanimously.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will take place on:
		WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2016, at 7:30pm, in the Council Chambers.

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Dondero, Secretary
Emerson Environmental Commission



