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Emerson Environmental Commission
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 25, 2016


The meeting of the Borough of Emerson Environmental Commission was brought to order by Chairman Tom Browne, promptly at 7:30pm.  The Chairman read the Open Public Meeting Statement, then requested the Acting Secretary, Vice Chair Margaret Boyce, to call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Present: Chairman Tom Browne, Vice Chair Margaret Boyce, Karen Browne, Pat Dinallo, Jeannine Lamatina, Michael Griggs, Jake Salles.
Absent: Stephanie Clark, Tom Sudano, Secretary Joan Dondero.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion to Approve the Minutes of April 27, 2016 will take place on June 22, 2016.

PUBLIC SESSION:
Motion to Open Public Session by Ms. Browne; seconded by Ms. Lamatina.
Unanimously approved.
                         No members of the public was present to come forward.
Motion to Close Public Session by Ms. Lamatina; seconded by Ms. Dinallo.
Unanimously approved.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Brochures handed out.

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Ms. Boyce discussed that the ANJEC grant was awarded to Emerson Environmental Commission for Emerson Woods Preserve Restoration Project for only $1,000.00 and not the full amount, which was $1,410.00 requested.  The Environmental Commission will request the Emerson Council/Mayor to fund the remaining amount required to complete all details of this project.  Q R codes will be installed in project, but not at every site location.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Griggs attended a meeting with Bergen County Environmental Council concerning the Green Team.  He learned that Rutgers University has info that can assist the Green Team.  He also received advice from Park Ridge and specific advice about Energy Audit (which can qualify for Green Team Pts.) from Harrington Park.  Mr. Griggs handed out pamphlets/info about local environmental programs, literature and a Summit.  Grant deadline from Sustainable NJ is June 15, 2016, but very flexible regarding deadline.  New grants are avail\able July, 2016.



NEW BUSINESS:
Ms. Browne is planning on attending SNJ Education for Sustainability Curriculum Design Studio on June 27-July 1, 2016, 9:00am-4pm, at Duke Farm.  People from every school can attend and Ms. Browne if hoping to find another teacher to join her.  She will contact Ms. Rehak from Emerson High School.

Ms. Browne discussed with Mr. Salles future involvement of Key Club regarding the Centennial Garden, requesting present and/or new members of Key Club to help maintain the Garden.  Mr. Salles will invite the new Key Club President and Vice President to become involved with the Environmental Commission, and request them to come to the next meeting to be introduced.   

Ms. Dinallo discussed possible removal of the Lions Club sign in Centennial Garden.  Several Commission members suggested not to remove it, but add new signage as it would offend past Lions Club members since the Club made a substantial donation for the Garden to be originally installed.

Ms. Browne requested information regarding when Boy Scout Ethan Howell will start his Eagle Project in the Centennial Garden to install trellis as the Commission may request him to install signage.

Mr. Griggs discussed the lack of water access in Centennial Garden; the Commission needs to contact DPW Perry to get a key for the locked area that has water access in Centennial Garden.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion to Adjourn the Meeting by Ms. Dinallo; seconded by Ms. Lamatina.
Unanimously approved.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will take place on:
                       Wednesday, JUNE 22, 2016, at 7:30pm in the 2nd Flr Council Chambers.

Respectfully submitted,

Vice Chair Margaret Boyce
Joan Dondero, Secretary
Emerson Environmental Commission





