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MINUTES 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
April 1, 2014 

7:30 P.M. 
Borough Hall-Council Chambers 

Emerson, NJ 07630 
             
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Colina called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and identified the emergency exits.  

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Colina asked Ms. Dray to call the roll of the Governing Body. 
 

Present: Mayor Colina, Councilwoman DiPaola, Councilman Paino, Council President 
Rivers, Councilman Worthington 
Absent: Councilman Knoller, Councilman Tripodi 
 
Also present were Borough Attorney Ron Gordon and Acting Administrator Les Shenkler. 

 
III. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 

 Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO) N.J.A.C. 17:27-3.2 
Mayor Colina appointed Mr. Shenkler the PACO Officer for the term ending May 31, 
2014. 

 Mayor’s Appointment to Council/Standing Committees to fill vacancies 
o Personnel & Human Resources – 2nd Liaison 
o EVAC – 2nd Liaison 
o Library Board of Trustees – Liaison 
o Insurance Fund Commissioner - Liaison 
Mayor Colina appointed Councilman Tripodi to fill the positions listed above. 

 
IV. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 Resolution #82-14  - Emergency Temporary Budget  

Motion to approve Resolution #82-14 Emergency Temporary Budget was moved by 
Councilman Worthington, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by roll call 
vote of 3-1. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Paino, Rivers, Worthington 
NO: DiPaola 

 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Increased liability limits – Mr. Shenkler explained that the cost to increase liability limits 
was minimal and detailed the cost. He said that the Joint Insurance Fund recommended 
this increase. Council President Rivers said that he thought it made sense based on the 
cost. 

Motion to increase general, automotive and police liability limits coverage to a limit 
of $20 million, increasing the premium by $2,262.00 was moved by Council President 
Rivers, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried by roll call vote of 4-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: DiPaola, Paino, Rivers, Worthington 
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 Finalizing Professional Services Contracts – Council President Rivers said he met with 
Councilman Tripodi to discuss the agreements. Mayor Colina recommended that Mr. 
Gordon review all the professional contracts other than his own and have the Labor 
Attorney Charles Shaw review the Borough Attorney’s contract. 

Motion to review the contracts by the appropriate counsel was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Paino and carried by roll call vote of 4-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: DiPaola, Paino, Rivers, Worthington 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 DPW Summer Help – Councilman Paino stated that DPW Superintendent Joe 
Solimando had requested the addition of two seasonal employees for summer help and 
requested the same individuals that had worked last year be hired.  

Motion to allow Mr. Solimando to rehire the same two part time employees from last 
year as soon as they were available was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded 
by Councilman Paino and carried by roll call vote of 4-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: DiPaola, Paino, Rivers, Worthington 

 

 Linwood Avenue/Main Street Paving Discussion – Councilman Paino said that Mr. 
Solimando thought there might be money left in the paving project this year and was 
looking at these two streets. He added that he wanted to make sure those two streets 
were a priority before they decided to include them. Mr. Shenkler said that Borough 
Engineer Berge Tombalakian estimated there was about $66,000 left to use. 

 
VII. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES – No ordinances were introduced. 

 
VIII. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 

 
Second Reading and Public Hearing: 
 
1475-14 CALENDAR YEAR 2014 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL 
BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 
 

Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance #1475-14 was 
moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried 
unanimously 

 
Seeing no hands, Mayor Colina asked for a motion to close the meeting to comments on 
Ordinance #1475-14. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance #1475-14 was 
moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Paino and carried. 
 

Motion to adopt Ordinance #1475-14 on second reading was moved by Councilman 
Worthington, seconded by Councilman Paino and carried by roll call vote of 4-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: DiPaola, Paino, Rivers, Worthington 
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IX. REPORTS 

 Acting Borough Administrator – Mr. Shenkler said that the Borough was audited by the 
state regarding Public Agency Compliance of contracts from 2012 through 2014 and the 
Borough was in compliance.  
 
He noted that they were still working with MetTel and would be recipients of reduced 
costs and recommended looking at VOIP technology. He would be meeting with Extel 
to work on a final solution for the next three years with MetTel. PSEG had started their 
survey of the area around Emerson Plaza East, Emerson Jr./Sr. High School and a 
couple streets in town. He recommended using electric induction lighting. He noted an 
issue on Pine Drive where two houses had gas lines which had broken and had to be 
replaced. He was going to contact PSEG to see if they were planning to replace the 
other gas lines before they paved the road. Also, if they were replacing all the lines, 
PSEG might foot the repaving bill as well. He said he would provide the information to 
the Council and let them decide whether they should postpone the paving.  
 
Mr. Tombalakian had also discussed funding Kinderkamack Road – the estimate was 
about $700,000 but the County would also be involved up to $3 million. NJ Transit and 
NJ Department of Transportation would contribute towards the restoration as well.. 
Councilman Paino said they did not need to budget for the whole thing at once; there 
were certain upfront costs and they needed to protect their investment. 

 
X. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Members of the public are welcome to speak on any topic by coming to the table and stating 
your name and address for the record.  In the interest of time, speakers are limited to five (5) 
minutes.  In consideration of all who may wish to speak, please keep your comments brief 
and concise.  
 

Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Paino and carried at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Seeing no hands, Mayor Colina asked for a motion to close the meeting to comments from 
the public. 
 

Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilman 
Worthington, seconded by Councilman Paino and carried. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor Colina, a motion to adjourn was 
moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Paino and carried at 8:01 
p.m. 

 
 
     
 Carol Dray, RMC CMC CMR 


