
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAYOR DIPAOLA’S MEETING REPORT  

February 6, 2024 

 
• First quarter taxes were due February 1st with a grace period through 

February 12th.  If you have any questions, please reach out to the tax office 

at 201-262-6086 extension 1211. 

 

• 2024 Commuter Parking Permits for parking on Emerson Plaza East are on 

sale now at police headquarters, Monday through Friday 8:30am to 

7:30pm.  The Resident fee is $250.   

 

• 2024 Dog and Cat registrations were due by January 31st. The grace period 

is now in effect for applications received and postmarked by February 9th.  

Applications received thereafter will have the $25 late fee imposed.  

Applications can be found on the Borough’s website under the Board of 

Health’s page and were also included in the Garbage and Recycling 

Newsletter.  Please contact Mary at 201-262-6086 ext. 1213 with any 

questions.   

 



 

 

• Preliminary applications are being accepted to join the wait list for two, 

new affordable rental apartments at the Valero Site.  Those interested 

should visit www.AffordableHomesNewJersey.com or call 609-664-2769 

ext. 5.  Info is also available on the homepage of our website and on social 

media.  Those who submit an application will be entered into a random 

lottery for priority order and although any eligible households may apply, 

residents and workers of Bergen, Hudson, Passaic and Sussex counties will 

be selected before residents of other counties or states.  For anyone who 

submitted their names to the Clerk’s Office, your names have been sent to 

CGP&H, the Borough’s Affordable Housing Agent.  If you have not been 

contacted, please reach out to them directly to apply.  The deadline to 

submit the preliminary application is March 19th.  Please note that CGP&H 

is administering this process not the Borough of Emerson.      

 

• If you haven’t heard already, I am proud to announce that on January 18th 

the Emerson Land Use Board approved the construction of a colonial style 

two and a half story American Legion building at 324 Main Street. This 

building will be on the footprint of the DeBaun House with a much-needed 

meeting room for American Legion Post 269.  It will also include four 

additional housing units for disabled veterans.  On behalf of the American 

Legion Post 269, I want to express our appreciation to the Housing 

Development Corporation of Bergen County, specifically Lynne Bartlett 

and John Biale, for making good on their promises to our veterans and 

http://www.affordablehomesnewjersey.com/


 

 

that the meeting room for our veterans is coming to fruition with an 

anticipated Spring groundbreaking. 

   

• Our Military Tribute Banner program is up and running for 2024. Banners 

are to honor our veterans who currently live or have resided in 

Emerson. The Borough has made this program available to our residents 

who wish to honor their family members by contributing $200 for the 

banners. The banners will be on display from Memorial Day through 

Veterans Day and are stored by the Department of Public Works during 

the winter months and will be rehung every year as long as they are in 

good shape. We concluded our second year of the program with close to 

50 banners and look forward to displaying many more this year. This is our 

way of saying "Thank You" to the men and women of our great United 

States Military.  The sponsorship rate is $200 per banner and is tax 

deductible. Please place your order by April 30th in order to have them 

displayed by Memorial Day.  

 

• The next senior meeting is this week, February 8th at 12 noon. New 

members are welcome. I encourage our seniors to join this vibrant and 

active group with many social events and fun activities planned.  There will 

also be a free Blood Pressure Clinic offered at this meeting as well. 

 



 

 

• The senior bus is available to residents age 55 and up and to those with 

special needs. It runs each week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

Please call Stacy at 201-262-6086 x1212 to book a ride.  

 

 

• Mark Your Calendars and Get Your Unwanted Paper Documents Ready! 

We will be having a mobile shredding day in collaboration with the BCUA 

on Saturday May 18, 2024 from 9 AM to 1 PM at Borough Hall.  We are 

also working with the NJ Motor Vehicle Commission as well as the Bergen 

County Clerk’s Office to have their mobile offices come this Spring.  We 

will announce more details as soon as those are finalized.   

 

• The first Bergen County Utilities Authority Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection of 2024 will be held on Saturday, March 9th from 9am to 3pm, 

rain or shine, in Moonachie.  Please visit bcua.org for all the details.     

 

• I attended the Greater Pascack Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Mayor’s 

Breakfast in January.  It was very well attended and I’m sure everyone saw 

the write up in the Pascack Press, which covered the event very nicely.   

 

• I would like to thank TD Bank of Westwood for their generosity in 

donating their artificial Christmas tree to the Borough after the holiday 

season. It will be displayed at the library next year. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

• We are excited to announce that the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign will 

offer a new series of programs in 2024 called “Community Conversations”.  

This initiative will be aimed at educating the public on a wide range of 

health and wellness topics throughout this year.  The first topic will be 

“Opioid Misuse Among Teens”.  Representatives of Northwest Bergen 

Regional Health Commission, Emerson Board of Health, and the Emerson 

Police Department will be sharing their knowledge from health and law 

enforcement perspectives.  We hope that you can join us on March 13th at 

7pm in the Senior Center for this very important conversation.  We will be 

distributing Narcan while supplies last.    

 

• On behalf of the Governing Body, I am happy to announce that Emerson 

was awarded $11,833 from the NJ DOT’s Transportation Trust Fund’s Local 

Aid Infrastructure Fund program to replace the existing traffic lights at the 

Kinderkamack Rd and Van Wagoner Ave intersection with audible traffic 

lights.  These improvements will increase pedestrian safety, especially for 

those who are visually-impaired.  Our Borough Engineer Dave Atkinson 

will be at our February 20th meeting to discuss this project further.   

 



 

 

• No-Knock Registration Forms are available on the website and in the 2024 

Garbage & Recycling Newsletter.  Please note there is a $5 fee for the 

decal for anyone under 65 years old.  It is free for anyone 65 and older.   

 

• I want to congratulate Emerson resident, Susan Liddy on achieving her 

800th career win as Head Coach of the Holy Angels’ Basketball Team.  

Susan will join us at a meeting to be recognized for her accomplishment 

after the season concludes.  We wish her and the team the best of luck in 

their upcoming playoffs! 

 

• The next regular meeting of the Governing Body will take place on 

Tuesday, February 20th at 7:30 PM.  On that night, we will be honoring our 

police officers for their life-saving actions to revive resident, Tim Gmahle.  

In addition to The Gmahle Family, we will also be joined by 

representatives from New York-Presbyterian Hospital on behalf of their 

Advanced Heart Failure and Cardiac Transplantation program, which will 

be especially fitting as February is also American Heart Month.      

 

• For our residents who ride New Jersey Transit buses and rails, NJ Transit is 

proposing fare increases up to 15% effective July 1, 2024, with future 

annual increases of no more than 3%.  There will be a Public Hearing on 

this proposed increase on Tuesday, March 5th from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at 

the Bergen County Administration Building.  Written comments can be 



 

 

sent to NJ Transit directly as well.  More information, can be found on our 

borough website.   

 

 


