MAYOR’S ADDRESS TO THE ASSEMBLAGE
Reorganigalion Meeling
Tuesday, Jomwwary 3rd, 2023

Welcome to the 119™ Annual Reorganization Meeting of the Borough of
Emerson. | would like to welcome those who are joining us this evening in
person as well as everyone watching on YouTube. Congratulations to our
reelected and newly sworn in members of the Council, Councilwoman Jill
McGuire and Councilwoman Nicole Argenzia. It was a privilege to run on the
same ticket with both of you and | look forward to continuing to work with you
and the rest of the Council to move Emerson forward.

| was honored to be on the Borough’s first all-female Mayor and Council
winning ticket and doubly honored to be the first Mayor in over 35 years to be
re-elected to two consecutive terms in Emerson.

Borough Hall is a very busy place and there is a lot going on every day. | want to
thank all of our borough staff, our police department, our fire department, our
ambulance corps, auxiliary police, DPW and volunteers for all of their hard work
throughout the year and for always keeping everything running smoothly. Your
dedication is commendable and | thank you for that.

The Governing Body has been very busy this year as well.



Some of the projects that have either come to fruition in 2022 or are planned
for 2023 include:

e Two shared services agreements with the Board of Education in order to
better protect our schools and keep our children safe — one to renew the
SRO (Student Resource Officer) and another to create a SLEO (Special Law
Enforcement Officer).

e The Kinderkamack Road streetscape will begin in 2023 and will improve
the overall aesthetics of our downtown.

e A lot of hard work went into amicably reaching multi-year contracts with
our DPW, PBA & Police Chief.

e |n coordination with our legal team, we negotiated and deed-restricted
four affordable housing units with Grand Investments to comply with our
court-ordered obligations, which were overlooked by the previous
administration.

e We installed and unveiled a new plaque at the monument in Monument
Park to honor our veterans.

e We contracted with Holy Name Hospital to provide emergency standby
ambulance services for our residents while at the same time assisting
EVAC in their efforts to increase their membership and coverage for our
residents.

e We increased our cybersecurity to protect our computer network from
outside threats.

e We continued efforts to address flooding issues throughout the Borough.

e We installed an Emerson-only Lightning Detection System throughout the
Borough to better protect and alert our residents and visitors from
dangerous weather conditions.

e We saved over $80,000 by working with PSE&G to replace 3 aging boilers
for a savings of over 80% of the costs.

e And in order to comply with state legislation, we purchased body worn
cameras for our police officers for their safety and the safety of the public
through a grant received from the State of NJ.



¢ In collaboration with the County of Bergen and Pascack Valley towns, the
Borough is anticipating a shared service for a new sewer jet, which will be
housed in Emerson and will save the taxpayers over $500,000 in expenses.
e Projects that we are anticipating completing in 2023 by utilizing grant
funding are:
» Installation of a new roof on the library building along with solar
panels, making our Borough greener and more energy efficient.
» We will be creating a walking path around Hillman Field for residents
of all ages.
» The Randolph Ave and Cindy Lane Pump Stations will be replaced
this year.
» And along with our annual road program, we will be paving portions
of Park Avenue with grant funding.

Please join us at our meetings and if you can’t, please watch us on television in
order to keep updated on all the projects the Governing Body is working on.
And as always, if you need me, please call me. | am always available to our
residents, to answer questions and listen to recommendations to how we can
make our Borough better.

In closing, | want to thank my mother. At 92 years old, she is always the
sharpest and smartest person in the room. | seek guidance from her often and
sometimes wonder if she should have been the Mayor of Emerson. Mother, |
love you. | want to thank the love of my life Chris who is my biggest cheerleader
and supporter. Thank you to my brother Georgie, my sisters Angelina, Maria
and of course Linda, my nephews and nieces Ronald, Anne Marie, Christina,
Elisa, Giuliana and Leo, my Aunt Sue and my cousins Danny and Valerie, my
brothers in law Chris and Sandro, and my friends who together make up my
support system and whose unconditional love and constant laughter prevent
me from going crazy at times. | would be remiss not to mention my father and
my uncles Danny and Ralph who are not with us this evening, but | know that
they are watching over me every day of my life.



Finally, thank you to the residents of Emerson for entrusting me to lead our
beloved family town for four more years. |am truly humbled by your support.
The next four years are going to be exciting and productive in Emerson! | wish

you all a happy and healthy 2023!



