MAYOR DIPAOLA’S MEETING REPORT
JULY 25T#, 2023

On Thursday, August 3™ at 10:30 a.m., the Emerson Public Library invites
families with young children to meet our first responders at their
Community Heroes program. For more information, please contact the
Emerson Public Library.

A Shine on for Stephanie fundraiser remembering Stephanie Morgan of
Emerson is in the works for Tuesday, August 8. Please watch social media
for more details.

On August 9" at 7:00 PM, join us for an Evening at Borough Hall with
Emerson’s own Steven Connolly who will be our first performer in the
Mayor and Council’s new series ‘The Mayor and Council Present an
Evening at Borough Hall’.

The next senior meeting is August 10" at noon. New members are
welcome. [ encourage our seniors to join this vibrant and active group.
They have many social events and plan fun activities such as a monthly
meeting with speakers, trips, themed lunches and dinners, activities on
various days of the week i.e., games and cards, and a holiday party at the
end of the year.



e Applications for the State’s 2022 Senior Freeze Program, which reimburses
eligible senior citizens and disabled persons for property tax increases on
their principal residence, are being accepted through October 31, 2023. For
further information please call Lauren in the tax office at (201) 262-6086 X
1211.

e Spotted Lantern Flies have unfortunately arrived in New Jersey. As we all
know, this is not just an Emerson problem, it is a regional problem. With
this in mind, the county has distributed 12 traps to each municipality. Ours
have been strategically placed in our parks. We have also been awarded
$15,000 from the New Jersey Department of Agriculture’s 2023 Spotted
Lanternfly Reimbursement program, which will be used to help mitigate
the spread of these invasive pests by spraying and investing in more traps
to be placed on Borough property. Also, the State of NJ is asking for the
public’s help by stomping them out.

e | have a couple of Save the Dates for you: We have invited the Bergen
County Clerk’s Satellite Office back to Emerson on Wednesday, October
4% from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Emerson Senior Center. Also, the Board of
Health will be holding their annual Flu Clinic on Thursday, October 12
from 11 AM to Noon at the Emerson Senior Center. Details will follow.

e The Borough of Emerson will hold a second free shredding day on
Saturday, November 4th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the DPW garage.

e [ am happy to report that ridership on our senior van has increased 400%
this month. For those who are interested, the bus is available to residents
age 55 and up and those with special needs every Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. Please call Stacy at 201-262-6086 x1212 to book a ride. In order
to accommodate everyone, please call as far in advance as possible to
ensure that your ride can be confirmed.

o (Congratulations to the Recreation Commission on another very successful
event. The Corn Hole Tournament was held recently and there were over
20 teams who participated. Everyone had such a great time that they are
looking to make this an annual event. Special thank you to Drea and Paul
Lauterback for spearheading this event.



e | have some Police Department announcements. Sgt. Joe Alasio retired
from the Emerson Police Department on June 30" after a long and
dedicated career in law enforcement. I want to thank Sgt. Alasio for his 21
years of service to the Borough of Emerson and wish him all the best in his
retirement. Chief Michael Mazzeo has announced that after eight years as
Police Chief, he has decided to retire after 29 years of distinguished and
honorable service to the residents of Emerson. The Chief is stepping down
on October 1, 2023. We will be honoring Chief Mazzeo at a future
meeting, but I want to thank him for his dedication to keeping our Family
Town safe! In light of these two retirements, the Governing Body will
begin the promotional process on August 1% when we have a Special
Council Meeting in order to conduct interviews for the position of
Sergeant. On August 15" we will conduct interviews for our new Chief of
the Emerson Police Department.

e On December 31, Borough Clerk Jane Dietsche will be retiring. Jane has
been with the Borough for 16 years, faithfully serving as the Clerk for the
last 8. This is a bittersweet moment for all of us, but we are very happy for
Jane on her well-deserved retirement. On this agenda is authorization to
advertise to fill this position.

e AsI previously said, we will be having a Special Meeting on August 1% at
7:00 p.m. to conduct interviews. Our next regular meeting will take place
on August 15" at 7:30 p.m.



