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MINUTES
BOROUGH OF EMERSON
MAYOR & COUNCIL
March 4, 2025
7:30 PM
Borough Hall Council Chambers
1 Municipal Place, Emerson, NJ 07630

L.

II.

1L

IV.

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor DiPaola welcomed everyone to the March 4, 2025 Regular Meeting of the Emerson Governing
Body. She said the meeting was being videotaped and could be viewed from a link on the Borough
website as well as on Verizon FIOS Channel 36 and Cablevision Channel 77. The meeting was also being
live-streamed on YouTube. She read the Sunshine Statement announcing that the meeting of March 4,
2025 had been adequately noticed and was in compliance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Law. The meeting notice had been published in The Record and The Ridgewood News on January 7,
2025 and noticed to said newspapers; posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and remained
continuously posted as required under the Statute.

Mr. Randy Pearce led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor DiPaola asked for a moment of silence for Benedict Romero, sitting Mayor of Cresskill since 1999,
who served twenty-six consecutive years as their Mayor; and Vito Perillo, Mayor of Tinton Falls, who was
America’s oldest Mayor at the age of 100.

ROLL CALL

Present: Mayor Danielle DiPaola, Councilwoman Ashley Rice, Councilwoman Ashley Sayers,
Councilwoman Jill McGuire, Council President Nicole Argenzia, Councilman Michael
Timmerman, Councilwoman Megan Ciolino

Also Present:  Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen, Borough Attorney Randy Pearce, Deputy
Borough Clerk Triessa DeSimone

EXCUSED ABSENCE OF GOVERNING BODY

PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS
e Woman’s History Month
¢ American Red Cross Month

Mayor DiPaola announced that the month of March is Woman’s History Month and American Red Cross
Month in the Borough of Emerson. All proclamations are posted on the borough website and on the
bulletin board at Borough Hall.

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS
Mayor DiPaola appointed Cecilia Zindel as Regular Member of the Environmental Commission for the

unexpired term ending December 31, 2025. Ms. Zindel will be administrated her Oath of Office at the next
Environmental Commission meeting.
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VI. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL

% Motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2025 was moved by Council
President Argenzia, seconded by Councilwoman Rice and carried by a roll call vote of 5-0-1:
Roll call:

YES: Rice, Sayers, Argenzia, Timmerman, Ciolino

Abstain: McGuire

% Motion to table the Closed Session Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2025 until March 18 was moved

by Councilwoman McGuire seconded by Councilwoman Sayers and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0:
Roll call:
YES: Rice, Sayers, McGuire, Argenzia, Timmerman, Ciolino

VII. CORRESPONDENCE

e January 24, 2025 Announcement from Bergen County Open Space regarding 2025 Grant
Funding Round

e February 11, 2025 Letter from New Jersey Courts regarding approval of court sessions.

e February 14, 2025 Email from Senator Holly Schepisi regarding letter to Governor Murphy
urging restoration of the $150 million municipal aid and property tax relief program.

e February 19, 2025 Letter from NJDOT regarding TAP Grant - Downtown Streetscape
Redevelopment Project Along Kinderkamack Road Phase 2 & 3 Project

e [ebruary 21, 2025 Letter from Bergen County Community Development regarding award of PY
2024 - 2025 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding in the amount of $85,500 for the
Emerson Senior Center ADA Door Improvements Project

All correspondences are on file in the clerk’s office.
VIII. FINANCIAL BUSINESS
None.

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None.

X. NEW BUSINESS
e Discussion of 2025 Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund Grant

Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen commented that DPW Superintendent Perry Solimando and
himself went out to evaluate parks and playground equipment for the Bergen County Open Space Grant. Mr.
Solimando recommended replacing equipment for small children and to replace at least one picnic table so more
playground equipment can be installed. Mr. Hermansen and Mr. Solimando recommended that the Parks and
Playground Committee make the final decision on what type of equipment would best fit the needs of the
community at Ackerman Park. The committee has a March deadline to submit a Letter of Intent and an April
deadline to submit the grant application.

e Discussion of Secretary for Historic Preservation Committee

Mr. Hermansen stated that Phil Mazzo, Chair of the Historic Preservation Committee, sent an email
requesting that the Governing Body consider hiring a secretary for the committee. Mayor DiPaola added that
the Historic Preservation Committee will have a maximum of 10 meetings per year as they do not meet in the
summer months.



MINUTES NO. 5 APPROVED FOR CONTENT/RELEASE 3 18-2025

@ Motion to add a Secretary to the Historic Preservation Committee to the salary ordinance and authorize
Rob Hermansen to hire a secretary for the Historic Preservation Committee for $150 per meeting was
moved by Councilwoman Ciolino seconded by Council President Argenzia, and carried by a roll call vote
of 6-0:

Roll call:

YES: Rice, Sayers, McGuire, Argenzia, Timmerman, Ciolino

e Discussion of Shade Tree Commission Fees

Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen told the Mayor and Council that the fees for the Shade Tree
Commission are $150 per tree, which is below the cost for replacing a tree. Shade Tree Commission would like
to increase the fees to $250 to replace a tree. The DPW will plant the trees so the Borough does not have to
contract the service with an outside vendor.

@ Motion to amend the Ordinance to increase fees from $150 to $250 for the Shade Tree Commission was
moved by Councilwoman Ciolino seconded by Council President Argenzia, and carried by a roll call vote
of 6-0:

Roll call:

YES: Rice, Sayers, McGuire, Argenzia, Timmerman, Ciolino

e Discussion of Recreation Summer Camp Directors’ Salaries

Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen commented that the Recreation Commission discussed this with
the camp directors and are recommending a fee increase of 3% instead of 2% for the two co-directors. This
would take their salaries to $10,000 for the camp which is within the current salary ordinance range. He added
that camp director salaries are 100% funded by recreation camp fees and not taxpayer dollars. Councilwoman
Rice asked what is the normal increase compared to the 3% increase. Mr. Hermansen replied that the 2%
increase would come out to $9,896 and the increase the co-directors are requesting would be an even $10,000.
Councilwoman Rice asked if the co-directors have looked into hiring any nurses for the summer camp. Mayor
DiPaola responded that the newly appointed recreation secretary can survey other towns for a comparison and
bring it back to the Recreation Commission for further discussion.

e Discussion of Noise Ordinance Update

Mayor DiPaola stated that she has been receiving calls from residents that live on the peripheral of some
auto body zones in Emerson and have been complaining about noise. Mayor DiPaola stated that the current
noise ordinance does not allow the police to enforce the reduction of noise. She emphasized that an updated to
the noise ordinance is not designed to hurt any businesses. The committee will work on changing the ordinance
and then bring it back to the Governing Body. Mr. Hermansen commented that the Borough Attorney will
review the ordinance as well.

e Discussion of Fiscal Year 2026 Congressionally Directed Spending

Mr. Hermansen explained to the governing body that the notice of the FY 2026 Congressionally
Directed Spending was received last Friday and applications are due March 11, 2025. Mr. Hermansen consulted
with the Borough’s Grant Writer and Borough Engineer to discuss projects that Emerson could apply for. The
Firehouse Elevator Project is eligible and is recommended as the top priority. Another project would be a
sanitary sewer system project to check storm water drains and ensure they are not leaking, that would cost
$2,000 to $3,000 per drain. If a leak is found, they would then check the pipes of the leaks, making this a two-
~ piece project. The third option would be to request further funds towards the Forest Avenue project. The
Borough Engineer and Grant Writer recommended prioritizing the Elevator Project.

Mayor DiPaola asked how much can the Borough request. Mr. Hermansen responded that the Borough
can ask up to $2,000,000, but the elevator project would cost between $600,000 and $700,000.
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Mayor DiPaola asked how the price of the elevator has increased since the first bid. Mr. Hermansen
responded that when the Engineer came originally, they attempted to fit the elevator inside the firehouse next to
the staircase, but there is not enough room to install inside the firchouse. Once the Borough Architect reviewed
the proposed project, he said it would have to be installed as an addition to the building which is where the price
increase came from.

Mayor DiPaola wanted further clarification for the public to know where the extra cost was coming
from. Mr. Hermansen continued that he has looked in multiple places to try and find grants that would fund this
project, and he is trying to not have to pay this out of the Borough’s funds.

Councilwoman McGuire asked Mr. Hermansen if the Borough were to receive this grant, would it fully
fund the elevator project. Mr. Hermansen responded that is he believes that this project will be fully funded by
this grant, if not, they potentially can get the additional grant funds from CDBG.

Mayor DiPaola asked if all Council members are in agreement that the Borough should prioritize the
three project options as: the firehouse elevator first, sanitary sewer system project second and Forest Avenue
third.

Councilman Timmerman commented that his only concern about the sanitary sewer system project is
that only the first part of the project can be applied for in this grant. Mayor DiPaola asked how many storm
drains does Emerson have. Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen responded that he will get the exact number
but there are well over 100 storm drains in the Borough. This project would cost $300,000 to $500,000 in total.

The Mayor and Council agree on the order of projects for the grant, Mr. Hermansen will let the Borough
Engineer and Grant Writer know they can proceed with the application.

XI. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
None.

XII. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES
None.

XIII. REPORTS
Mayor DiPaola reported:

e Last Wednesday, February 26", the Borough held our first “Welcome Ramadan Crescent Moon Lighting
Ceremony”. A great turnout of residents and friends joined us to help celebrate as a community and
mark the start of Ramadan alongside our Muslim residents and friends. Thank you to the Emerson Eid
Committee, Mr. and Mrs. Akhtar, DPW Superintendent Perry Solimando, Fire Chief Tommy Carlos and
Police Chief Mark Savino for setting a high bar for next year’s ceremony. We look forward to more
community and cultural events in Emerson.

» Congressman Gottheimer’s Office was here today at Borough Hall before our Mayor and Council
meeting to provide constituent services on federal matters such as Medicare, IRS, Social Security,
Passports, VA Benefits and Service Medals.

e The first Bergen County Utilities Authority Household Hazardous Waste Collection of 2025 will be held
on this Saturday, March 8" from 9am to 3pm, rain or shine, in Moonachie. Please visit www.bcua.org
for all the details.

e Emerson Junior/Senior High School is presenting Peter Pan on March 7", March 8" March 9, March
14" and March 15%. To purchase tickets, please call 201-262-4447 ext. 1300.

e The next senior meeting is this Thursday, March 13% at 12 noon. New members are always welcome. If
you 55 or over and are interested in learning more about our Senior Club you can visit
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www.emersonnj.org/seniors or attend their next meeting to see what it’s all about. They offer fun events,
day trips and plenty of social activities on a regular basis. The Senior Club is taking a trip to Brownstone
this month for St. Patrick’s Day.

e Applications for the Community Garden are now being accepted by the Environmental Commission
through April 1%, All plots will be assigned on a first-come, first-serve basis and are strictly limited to
Emerson residents. A donation of $20.00 along with the completed application can be dropped off at the
Clerk’s Office. Applications are available on the Borough website, social media or from the Clerk’s
Office.

e The Bergen County Clerk’s Satellite Office will be accepting passport applications with photos taken onsite,
administering Notary Oaths, and processing photo cards for Seniors, Veterans, and Exempt Firefighters on
Wednesday, March 26 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at The Senior Center. Walk-ins are welcome. Only chec.
payments will be accepted. This is especially timely as starting in May, those flying on domestic flights will
either need a passport or a Real ID to board the airplanes. Regular New Jersey licenses will no longer be
accepted when flying.

o The senior bus is available to residents age 55 and up and to those with special needs. It runs each week
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Please call Stacy at 201-262-6086 x1212 to book a ride. In
addition, the County of Bergen offers senior van services for doctor’s appointments outside of our
coverage area. The coverage area is Emerson, Westwood, Oradell, and Paramus. Please call 201-368-
5955 to learn more about their services.

e Mark Your Calendars and Get Your Unwanted Paper Documents Ready! We will be having a mobile
shredding day in collaboration with the BCUA on Saturday May 17" from 9 AM to 1 PM at Borough’
Hall.

o The Borough of Emerson, through its Shade Tree Commission, will once again plant a tree in memory
of those Emerson residents who have passed away between January of 2024 and the present in
conjunction with their 2025 Arbor Day Ceremony on April 26", More information on the ceremony will
be forthcoming, but if you would like your loved one to be remembered at this year’s Arbor Day
ceremony, please contact the Acting Borough Clerk at (201) 262- 6086 Option 9 or by email at
clerk@emersonnj.org.

o The State of New Jersey has announced this year’s property tax relief programs for eligible New
Jerseyans. New in 2025, there is a single combined application, which simplifies the process, to apply
for the Senior Freeze, ANCHOR, and Stay NJ programs. The deadline to file is October 31, 2025. A
link to the State’s website with applications and information will be posted to the homepage of our
website or please feel free to call Lauren at the Tax Office for further information.

o I encourage our residents to sign up to receive emergency notifications and other borough information
through our RAVE Alert System at www.emersonnj.org/RAVE. And, as always, all of our events and current
news is posted on the borough website at www.emersonnj.org/news or our Facebook and Twitter pages as
well as our new Instagram account, (@borough_emerson.

e Our Military Banner program is up and running for 2025. Banners are to honor residents who currently
live or have resided in Emerson. The Borough has made this program available to our residents who
wish to honor their family members by contributing $200 for the banners. The banners will be displayed
from Memorial Day through Veterans Day and are stored by the Department of Public Works during the
winter months and will be rehung every year as long as they are in good shape. We concluded our
second year of the program with 51 banners and look forward to displaying many more this year. This is
our way of saying “Thank You” to the men and woman of our great United States Military. The
sponsorship rate is $200 per banner and is tax deductible. Please place your order by April 30" in order
to have them displayed by Memorial Day.

e Be Aware, a new IRS scam is going around. The fraudulent messages claim recipients are eligible for a
$1,400 stimulus check, directing them to click on a fake link to “claim” their payment. Clicking the link
can lead to malware installation or a fake form asking for sensitive details. The IRS does not contact
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XIV.

XV.

taxpayers via phone calls, text, email, or social media and will never request information this way. If you
receive this message, send the text to phishing@irs.gov and report incidents at BBB.org/ScamTracker.

e Don’t forget to spring ahead! Daylight Savings will begin on March 9th gt 2am so turn your clocks ahead
by one hour.

¢ The next regular meeting of the Governing Body will take place on Tuesday, March 18™ at 7:30 PM at
which time we will be reviewing department budget requests.

e To our Hindu residents and friends who are celebrating, we hope you have a joyous, colorful, and happy
Holi!

Borough Administrator Robert Hermansen reported:

¢ The budget will be introduced on April 1%, the budget advertisement will be on April 11" then the Bond
Ordinance and Capital Ordinance will be introduced on April 22" The budget is scheduled for adoption
on May 6, and the Bond and Capital ordinances’ second reading and public hearing will be on May
20", Some of these dates can be fluid.

e The Emerson Police Department is participating in The Blue Envelope Program which is designed to

create safer and more positive interactions between law enforcement officers and individuals with
autism during traffic stops. The program provides autistic drivers with a distinct blue envelope to store
essential documents such as their driver’s license, registration, and insurance information. This program
is coming to Emerson to aid those with disabilities to have positive interactions with police officers. For
more information on the program or to pick up an envelope, please contact the Emerson

PUBLIC COMMENT

@ Motion (0 open the meeting Lo comments [rom the public was moved by Councilwoman McGuire,
seconded by Council President Argenzia and carried unanimously.

With no one from the public coming forward, ®Moetion to close the meeting to comments from the public
was moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilwoman Rice and carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

CA 95-25 Approve Support for A-4649 to Provide Periodic Cancer Screening for Volunteer
Firefighters Through the State Health Benefits Plan

CA96-25 Support for Restoration of the Municipal Relief Fund

CA97-25 Award Contract for Temporary Sanitary Sewer Bypass System for Randolph Ave Pump
Station to Matina & Son Inc.

CA 98-25 Authorize Hire of Nicole Sweeney as Part Time Secretary to the Recreation Commission

CA99-25 Authorize Borough Attorney to Enter into a Settlement Agreement with Cohn Lifland
Pearlman Herrmann and Knopf LLP

CA100-25  Authorize Emerson Junior Senior High School to Hang a Banner for the School Musical

@ Motion to approve Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 95-25 through No. 100-25 was moved by
Councilwoman McGuire seconded by Councilwoman Rice and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0:
Roll call:

YES: Rice, Sayers, McGuire, Argenzia, Timmerman, Ciolino
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XVI. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION

@ Motion to enter closed executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as duly noticed by
Resolution No. 101-25 was moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Council President Argenzia

and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0:

Roll call:
YES: Rice, Sayers, McGuire, Argenzia, Timmerman, Ciolino

#25-03/04/-08  Litigation/Redevelopment Update/Attorney-Client Privilege N.J.S.A. 10.4-12b (7)
#25-03/04/-09  Personnel N.J.S.A. 10.4-12b (8)
#25-03/04/-10  Contract Negotiations N.J.S.A. 10.4-12b (4)

The Borough reserves the right to return to Open Session and, if appropriate, take formal action.

XVII. RECONVENE

@ Motion to reconvene was moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Council President Argenzia
and carried unanimously at 8:50 p.m.

XVIII. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, at the request of Mayor DiPaola, a motion to adjourn was moved by Council
President Argenzia, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and carried unanimously at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

N oo Ponran

Triessa DeSimone, RMC
Deputy Clerk






