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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EMERSON RECREATION COMMISSION WAS 

HELD ON THURSDAY MAY 2, 2019, AT 8:00 P.M. IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF 

THE RECREATION CENTER. 

 

Presiding Officer Afrim Hoxha welcomed everyone and called the Regular Meeting of the 

Recreation Commission to order at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday April 18, 2019. 

 

Roll Call:   Presiding Officer Afrim Hoxha, Councilwoman McGuire, Anthony Gismondi,  

  Paul Coombes, Mike Graham, Bob Quinones, Eilish Viggiani  

 

Apologies:   Rich Solimando, Willie Ortiz, David Cannici 

 

I Summer Kick off 
  

Two checks have been received for $250 each, one from Premium Digital Office 

Solutions (Van Seretis) and one from Dealers Industrial Equipment (Jeff Brenner). Afrim 

will solicit donations from the banks. Commitments have been received from other 

businesses. Afrim requested everyone follow up with their contacts from last year and 

suggested some new companies that could be contacted, including Jersey Mikes. The 

corporate offices of Stop and Shop and Shop Rite have been contacted. As checks are 

received they will be recorded on the spreadsheet which will be circulated by Afrim. Last 

year’s budget was about $9,000 and $13,500 was raised through donations. The Borough 

allocates a $4,100 budget but in the past this has not been used because of the 

fundraising. The bigger donors are recognized in the flyer, their banners are shown and 

they are recognized from the stage.  

 

Home run derby will be one of the events.  There was a suggestion that this should start 

earlier in the hope that it will finish earlier to limit the possibility of anyone being hit by a 

baseball.  It usually starts at 2 pm and the suggestion was that this be moved up to 12:30 

pm.  

 

This led to a discussion about putting an ad in the Pascack Press with a timetable of 

events. For example 

 

Home Run Derby   12:30 

Punt, pass and kick   time 

Bands in the beer garden time 

 

The actual times will be discussed and agreed at the next meeting when representatives 

from all the sports will be present. The information will also be posted on Facebook, in 

the flyer which will be sent home through the schools and there could be a banner to 

remind residents about the summer kick off. 

 

Paul will talk to Rich about sourcing the beverages for the Beer Garden. They will also 

take care of the logistics of organizing the band and porta johns. 
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Insurance, hold harmless agreement and contracts have not yet been received by the 

Recreation Secretary. 

 

II Sport by Sport Review 

 

 Softball – Mike Graham  

 The softball season is going well. The softball fundraiser, which will be themed around 

 dueling pianos like last year will take place June 1
st
. People attending the event will be 

 able to reserve tables for their groups if they want to. 

 

 Wrestling – Paul Coombes 

 Bryana said they are looking for 2 or three more board members and think they have 

 found them. They should be able to donate to summer kick off. 

 

 Football – Eilish Viggiani  

 Football is waiting to start registration until they have made a decision about purchasing 

 helmets for flag football. These are light washable helmets. They are reaching out to 

 other towns to  let them know that Emerson will be using this type of helmet. Afrim 

 suggested that the Record and/or Daily Voice should be contacted to showcase 

 Emerson’s commitment to safety in youth sports. 

 

 They will be holding their Football Frenzy fundraiser on June 7
th

, 6-10 pm at the high 

 school where participants will be paired with high school teams who will run

 stations: punt, pass and kick. There will be food available. Parents have been 

 encouraged to help out at the event. 

 

 Eilish is working on a cheer clinic for rising first graders to generate interest. 

 

 Soccer – Bob Quinones 

 Club season is going well.  Pre-K has kicked off using Villano fields for the coming 

 Saturday. Fundraiser is being planned at the Knights of Columbus in Washington 

 Township. Tryouts are being held this week and next.  Fields are in good condition, 

 except at Grad because of the rain.   

 

 The soccer board got a good deal on lights, $1600 for the season and are looking into 

 purchasing lights, probably used ones. The Board of Ed may be able to help with the 

 payment in the same way that they did with nets for small-sided fields. The Board now 

 wants to purchase nets for large-sided fields and is looking to share the cost with soccer.  

 Total cost of the nets is $8,000 which will be split 50/50. 

 

 Baseball – Anthony Gismondi 

 There was a discussion about home run derby at the summer kick off (see earlier). 

 

 Fields 

 The Emerson Bandits received their letter and they have decided to take their check back. 
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 Councilwoman McGuire was asked if she know why the Mayor and Council had not 

 allowed the use of the grass next to the golf course for pre-K soccer after the county had 

 approved it.  Not being able to use this area is making the pre-K program logistically 

 difficult. There was a concern that this might be an insurance issue, but this does not 

 seem to be the case.  More likely is that they just need to be given notice. The matter 

 should be on the agenda for the May 7
th

 Mayor and Council meeting where they will be 

 given notice. If it is not, Councilwoman McGuire will raise it in her reports.    

 

 Summer Rec  

 

 Usually runs well but Dave was not at the meeting to give an update. 

 

III Approval of Minutes from April 18, 2019 Meeting 

  

 Motion to approve the minutes from April 18, 2019 meeting was made by  Paul 

 Coombes, seconded by Anthony Gismondi and approved unanimously. 

 

IV  Open/Public Comment 

 

Uncle Louie G’s ice contacted Mike about having a stand at the Summer kick off.  This 

will be refused. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Bob Quinones, seconded by Anthony Gismondi, 

approved unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  

 

    

    Respectfully submitted, 

 

    

    Liz Morris 

    Recreation Secretary 

 

 


