
THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EMERSON RECREATION COMMISSION WAS HELD ON JANUARY 5, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE RECREATION CENTER.     

Open Session: 

Call to Order

Presiding Officer Dave Rector called the Regular Meeting of the Recreation Commission to order at 7:30 p.m. 

Roll Call:  Presiding Officer Dave Rector, Afrim Hoxha, Dave Cannici, Steve Carmosino
	       Anthony Gismondi, Michael Graham and Council liaison Brian Downing
                   
Excused Absences:  Willie Ortiz and Paul Coombes                 


I	Recreation Commission Bylaws Change – Status Update

	Council liaison Brian Downing noted that there have been no changes to the Recreation
            Commission’s Bylaws to date.

    	 
II    	Board Positions/Openings – Status Update

	An individual interested in being a Recreation Commission member was interviewed at
	the meeting.  

	Motion  by Afrim Hoxha,  Seconded  by  Michael Graham,  that the Commission agrees
	to  recommend  Richard  Solimando  to  the  Mayor  for  appointment  as  a  Recreation
	Commission member.

 
III   	Winter Dance

	Recreation Commission  member Afrim Hoxha  discussed  the  4th and 5th grade Social
	Dance that will be held in March.  Parents and volunteers could contribute food, snacks 
	and bottled water toward the event.
 	

IV   	Battle of the Bands

	The Recreation Commission member who is involved in the Battle of the Bands is not
	in attendance to discuss the event. 

V     	New Programs:  Tennis, Emerson Woods, Kayaking

	Presiding Officer Dave Rector noted that the organization that provides tennis programs
	did not return his calls.  Another  company  provides a tennis  program,  but seems to be 
	more adult-oriented than the first one.   The Recreation Commission will decide what to
	do regarding a tennis program.

	Emerson Woods usage and Kayaking could be additions to the recreation program.  The
	summer recreation director would  be  a  good  manager  for Emerson Woods.  Presiding
	Officer Dave Rector  inquired  if  anyone  could  be  in charge of  the Kayaking Program.
	Having a Fishing Program added to the curriculum could be another option.                

                
VI	Approval of December 8, 2016 Minutes
             
	Motion by Afrim Hoxha, Seconded by Michael Graham, that the December 8, 2016
	Minutes be approved.


VII	Sport-by-Sport

	Baseball -   A lot of work  is  being  done on  the  fields  and  Benkovic  Field  is almost
	completed.  Ninety-five (95) children are registered for baseball thus far, and registration
	will  be  open  until  the  third  week  of  January.  Baseball  is  starting  high school gym 
     	workouts on January 22.   A Kentucky Derby fundraiser will be held  at  the  River Vale
	Country Club.
	
	Softball –  The  softball  board  is  having  their extended  registration  on  January 22.  
	Approximately, 102 children have registered so far.
 
	Soccer – Soccer Fuzzy Ball’s registration numbers are low.  The Recreation Commission
	believes that soccer should change their rules to include  that an individual  is required to
	play recreation before they play club and travel teams. 

	Football –  The  registration  numbers for  football  are  low.  The football board sent out 
	a flyer asking children to pledge if they wanted to play this year.  The board is hoping the
	registration numbers will be higher.

	Summer Recreation Program –  The director  will  be working on the Summer Recreation
	Program in a few months. 

	Summer Hoops –  The Recreation Commission is  still looking for  someone  to  manage 
	the Summer Hoops Program.                                                                 



	The Recreation Commission discussed educating parents of  the various recreation
	programs through a  website and Facebook page.    The Commission is considering
	publishing a book with a directory of Emerson’s recreational programs.  Each sport
	would  be  responsible for their own programs, and  the  directory would  be sent to
	parents and the schools.   	


	Recreation Commission and Council liaison discussed the proposed new recreation
	center.  The architect’s timeframe would be between 18–24 months.  Also discussed 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	was having recreation at nights at Assumption Academy. 
	

VIII	Open/Public Comment	   

	There was no one in attendance for a Public Comment



Motion by Afrim Hoxha, Seconded by Michael Graham, that the Recreation Commission meeting be adjourned at 8:51 p.m.

	
					Respectfully submitted,




					Margaret Di Lello			
					Recreation Secretary

	                                     

