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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EMERSON RECREATION COMMISSION WAS 

HELD ON THURSDAY OCTOBER 3, 2019, AT 8:00 P.M. IN THE CONFERENCE 

ROOM OF THE RECREATION CENTER. 

  

 

I Call to Order 

 

 Alternate Presiding Officer David Cannici thanked everyone for attending and called the 

 Regular Meeting of the Recreation Commission to order at 8:02 p.m. on Thursday 

 October 3, 2019. 

 

II. Roll Call 

 

 David Cannici, Anthony Gismondi, Paul Coombes, Eilish Viggiani, Steve Paino, Phil 

 Gianatasio  

 

 Apologies: Bob Quinones, Mike Graham, Willie Ortiz 

 

 Mayor DiPaola and Councilwoman McGuire were also in attendance 

 

III Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the September 5 meeting 

 

 Motion to approve the minutes from September 5, 2019 meeting was made by Paul 

 Coombes, seconded by Anthony Gismondi and approved unanimously.   

 

IV Reports of Officers 

 

 Presiding Officer 

 Dave Cannici welcomed the two new members of the Recreation Commission Steve 

 Paino and Phil Gianatasio. He asked that Phil serve as the liaison to baseball and Steve 

 to wrestling.  They both accepted. 

 

Dave reported that he had been informed by the Interim Borough Administrator that the 

Governing Body had decided that all boards would conduct their meetings in the Council 

Chambers at Borough Hall ensure that they all have audio and video recordings.   This is 

not effective until January 2020. To ensure this works for all Boards and Committees, the 

Governing Body has requested that the Recreation Commission move their meetings to 

the second and fourth Tuesday of the month. This will need to be communicated to the 

Sports Boards which Dave will do. There may be a conflict with baseball who meet on 

one of those days which will be addressed.   

 

 Alternate Presiding Officer-Nothing to report   

 

 Secretary-No report as the secretary is away. 
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 Councilwoman McGuire 

 Councilwoman McGuire reported that the Mayor and Council had introduced Ordinance 

 1601-19 to amend Chapter 61, 61-4 A, B, C and that it had passed on the first reading at 

 the October 1
st
 meeting. She also reported that the request by the Mayor and Council that 

 all Boards meet in the Council Chambers was made because of concerns about OPRA 

 requests for recordings of meetings. The current method of recording for some Boards 

 and Committees does not allow the transfer of the recordings which means they cannot be 

 supplied if requested through an OPRA request.  

 

V. Unfinished Business 

 

 Budget was to have been reviewed by Willie Ortiz but unfortunately he was not at the 

 meeting and so the budget will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

 

VI New Business 

  

 Fundraising-nothing report 

  

 Events-The possibility of a small holiday evening event was discussed. The discussion 

 started with a review of the winter wonderland event which was held in 2017.  There was 

 a Christmas tree sale, boutiques, games for the kids, and an ice skating rink. The event 

 was seen to be a successful and enjoyable. What made it difficult was that there were not 

 enough volunteers to plan the event or help on the day. The event raised $6,000 for the 

 graduating class of that year but it could have raised more. The lack of volunteers meant 

 that much of the organization was last minute which, lead to increased costs. These 

 factors discouraged the Recreation Commission from running the event in 2018.  

 

 The discussion of an event for 2019 centered on whether a one day event with the skating 

 rink as the focus would be feasible. One of the issues would be cost. There is about 

 $12,500 in the budget. The skating rink cost $11,000 in 2017 but that was for a multi-day 

 package which included the skates. As a single day event this cost may be less and it may 

 be cost effective to buy rather than rent the rink.  

 

 The view was that the budget for this event should be $5,500 to $7,000 and it was agreed 

 that this would not be a fundraiser. 

 

 After much discussion the Presiding Officer requested that prices to rent or buy the rink 

 should be obtained along with prices for carnival stations for games. The evening could 

 also include the concession stand for hot chocolate, the grill for food and/or food trucks 

 and an outdoor beer garden. Paul will contact Chris Sasso. There also needs to be a 

 good commitment from volunteers, probably through the Sports Boards. It was agreed 

 that a deadline for a full plan which had a budget and should be available by the  

 beginning of November at the latest when a go/no go decision can be taken. 
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 Field Scheduling-Nothing to report. Two years ago Recreation Commission was 

 exclusively responsible for scheduling of Hillman and Benkovic field and the Board of 

 Ed for their fields. At that time it was considered that it would be a good idea to 

 consolidate the two processes.  That did not work out so the old system has been 

 reinstated and Bob and Eilish have got the scheduling on track. That said software that 

 could integrate the two processes and give full visibility is being investigated.  

 

Communications-Nothing to report other than the comment about moving the day/week 

of the meetings in 2020 reviewed in the Presidents report.  

     

VII Open Session (Public) 

  

The Mayor clarified the change of day/week of the meeting. This came about from a 

request to listen to the recording from a previous Recreation Commission meeting. The 

existing tape recorder does not allow transfer of the recording to another source to allow 

requests like this to be accommodated.  This could cause problems with OPRA requests. 

As a result the Governing Body decided that all Boards and Commissions should hold 

their meetings in the Council Chambers where there are good recording facilities and all 

recordings are downloadable.  This means that some Boards will need to have their 

meeting day/week changed as has happened with the Recreation Commission. 

 

The Mayor further clarified that the move to 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Tuesday of the month for 

Recreation Commission meetings had not yet been approved by the Governing Body. 

 

The Mayor informed the meeting that the Governing Body has appointed a new 

permanent full time Borough Administrator, Robert Hermansen who is a former Mahwah 

Township Councilman and Bergen County freeholder. He will be starting October 14 or 

21
st
 depending on background checks. 

 

The Governing Body has also agreed that in addition to coaches, all volunteers who do 

work for the Borough will have background checks performed. This means everyone, for 

example someone helping on the grill at the summer picnic or running the scoreboard at 

tournament would be expected to have had a background check.  

 

It was commented that enforcing this could be challenging.  Volunteers sometimes only 

help out on an ad hoc basis so may not have gone through background checks. They may 

also be concerned about going through a background check. Several of the sports operate 

a system where parents pay for the registration up front but have to provide a second 

check held until they fulfill their volunteering commitments. If they don’t, the checks are 

deposited which would be complicated by expanding the background check process. 

 

The meeting agreed that this was the right thing to do as protecting children is very 

important. However the logistics may prove difficult and there may be a negative impact 

on volunteers. 
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The Mayor and Council have suggested that a vending machine be installed outside the 

concession stand to cover when the stand is not open.  Any proceeds will go to the 

Recreation Department. 

 

Councilwoman McGuire thanked Anthony for being so responsive to the social media 

needs of the Street Smart program which went very well. She elaborated that recent 

events are only the start of the program and there will be other events at different times of 

the year. 

 

Phil Giantasio- Baseball Board President 

Emerson Recreation Baseball would like to join Little League. Phil circulated some 

information and pointed out that there would be no big changes to the existing program. 

There will not be players from other towns joining Emerson players and it is very similar 

to what is currently done.  

 

In the spring Emerson teams from T-ball to 7
th

/8
th

 grade would play each other and town 

teams from Ridgewood, Oradell, Westwood, Hillsdale, Washington Township and other 

towns involved in Little League. This is an expansion of the existing program where 

Emerson teams are played each other.  A bigger change will be in the summer when 

teams of 10-12 year old’s can compete to be in the Little League World Series with 

sectional and regional playoffs. One of the advantages of doing this is scheduling.  Many 

of the teams that Emerson baseball plays in the summer at the moment are part of the 

Little League. There are often conflicts with the NEBAS league that Emerson currently 

plays in. The Little League teams cannot play teams from other leagues until they are 

eliminated from the Little League competition which means a lot of games are played at 

the end of the season. 

 

To apply the team has to be chartered and create an LLC. When this is done the funds to 

pay for umpires, fields, uniforms etc. go to the Emerson Little League LLC and not the 

Borough.  Volunteers would be responsible for the financial processes. There may be an 

issue with background checks because the teams are now responsible to the Little League 

and not the Borough of Emerson. The Little League constitution almost mirrors that of 

the Emerson Baseball Board and they do have their own background check processes.  A 

concern was voiced that some of the smaller differences between the two organizations 

may cause problems in the future. A past example of this is that one of the requirements 

of Little League is that players on their teams do not play in other leagues. This meant 

that players signed up for the Emerson travel teams may have had to choose between the 

two leagues.  There was a view that this was no longer the case. 

 

The question was asked whether the Emerson Little League teams would be self-

financing. Their working assumption is that they would use funding that the Baseball 

board receives from the Borough $8,000. This may cause some confusion as to which of 

the two organizations these teams would answer to, the Little League or the Borough  

 

There was a positive feeling from the Governing Body about these Emerson teams 

having the opportunity to make it to Williamsburg but it was acknowledged that a very 
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small number of teams actually achieve this. In 2019 only one team represented New 

Jersey. There are still a lot of positive reasons for Emerson to be part of Little League, 

bringing Little League games and tournaments being played in Emerson. There are few 

negatives for the present, but in future this may not be the case. 

 

 Field time should not be an issue as the fields would be scheduled and used in the same 

 way that they are currently.  In the spring the Little League would be recreation and in 

 the summer there would be tryouts and there would be fewer teams. 

 

 The deadline for applying to the Little League is December 31 and the Baseball Board 

 has voted unanimously to apply. There are currently 8 members of the board and the 

 majority has younger children which means they would be staying with the program for 

 a few years. 

 

 Dave Cannici has asked Dave Rector a prior baseball president to attend the October 17 

 meeting to give a historical perspective on the issues. Phil Giantasio said he would

 invite the Little League representative for the district that Emerson would be in and Ken 

 as he manages the funds for other Little League teams. 

 

 The Mayor suggested that the Recreation Commission may want to have a special 

 meeting to fully understand what becoming a Little League team would mean. The 

 Borough Administrator suggested that a detailed recommendation should be made to the 

 Governing Body if the Baseball Board decides to proceed with joining the Little League. 

 The Mayor will obtain further information from the Pascack Valley Mayor’s group as to 

 what was done in their towns whether through the Recreation Department or the 

 Governing Body. She knew that Woodcliff Lake doesn’t fund their Little League teams 

 and that it is self-funding 

 

 Steve Paino brought up the fact that wrestling has not been reimbursed because they have 

 not set up as a 501 (c) (3). They are currently owed about $3,500.  The Mayor will look 

 into this. 

  

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Paul Coombes.  Meeting adjourned at 9:03 pm.  

 

 Respectfully submitted,   

     

 

 Liz Morris 

 Recreation Secretary 


