THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EMERSON RECREATION COMMISSION WAS HELD ON MARCH 2, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE RECREATION CENTER.     

Open Session: 

Call to Order

Presiding Officer Dave Rector called the Regular Meeting of the Recreation Commission to order at 7:30 p.m. 

Roll Call:  Presiding Officer Dave Rector,  Afrim Hoxha,  David Cannici,  Steve Carmosino
	       Anthony  Gismondi,  Michael  Graham,  Paul  Coombes  and  Council  liaison
   	       Brian Downing.

Absent:      Willie Ortiz and Bob Quinones

Guest:	       Kris Lechman, Summer Recreation director	


I	Recreation Commission Bylaws Change – Status Update

	Council liaison Brian Downing noted that the Recreation Commission bylaws are good
	and will  be on the Mayor and Council meeting agenda of  March 7, 2017 for approval.
	
II	Summer Kick-Off

	Presiding Officer Dave Rector reviewed the Action Plan for the annual Summer Kick-off.
	Recreation  Commission members are assigned duties,  and ask an individual  or business 
	to   sponsor   the  event.   The  Softball  Tournament  will  not  be  on  the  same day.  The
	Recreation Commission needs to coordinate with softball and the Board of Education for
	a date and field usage.  

	Borough  Administrator  asks  the  Recreation Commission to change  the  location of the
	fireworks display.  Last year,  a resident complained that the fireworks are too close to his
	residence, and threatens action if they are displayed in the same area again.  It has always
[bookmark: _GoBack]	been  the  decision  of   Emerson’s fire  official  to  decide  where  to  have  the  fireworks 	displayed.
			
 
III	Winter Dance

	Recreation  Commission  member Afrim  Hoxha  is  waiting  for  Assumption  Church  to
	supply him with a date for the winter/spring dance.  


IV	New Programs:  Tennis, Emerson Woods; Kayaking

	The Recreation Commission agreed that a tennis program could be done in-house
	instead of having an outside organization.

	Summer Recreation director Kris Lechman mentioned that his older counselors could
	combine a  hike in Emerson Woods with camp.  A  nature  walk  could  also  be  done
	separately by the Eagle Scouts, or an experienced adult.

	Summer  Recreation  director  Kris Lechman  mentioned  that doing water  sports with
	children may not  be a  good idea.  He  noted  that  Bergen  County  has a few kayaking
	programs.  Kris is an experienced fisherman and may be able to do a fishing program.

	
V	Recreation Commission Facebook Page

	Recreation  Commission  member Anthony  Gismondi  is working  on  the  recreation
	Facebook page.  


VI	Approval of February 2, 2017 Minutes

	Motion  by Afrim Hoxha, Seconded  by  Michael Graham,  that  the  February 2, 2017
	Minutes be approved as written.


VII	Sport-by-Sport Review

	Baseball – The Opening Day for Baseball is April 22.  The baseball board is working on
	amending their by-laws.  The baseball board are attending concussion seminars.  They 	are having A Night at the Races fundraiser on May 20.
 
	Softball – The softball  board  has a  free  scholarship program.  Their  fundraiser  is on 
	June 2 at the Westwood Community Center.

	Football – Football registration will be held on March 25, March 27 and April 1.  The
	Football board are going to revisit their by-laws.

	Soccer  -  The soccer social will be held on March 19.

	Wrestling – Recreation Commission liaison has obtained updated wrestling bylaws and
	will forward them on to Presiding Officer.   

	Summer Recreation –  The  Summer  Recreation  program  will  be  held  from  July 3 to
	August 11, closing July 4.  Camp hours will be from 8:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.  There is also
	pre-care from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., and after-care from 2:45 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
The Recreation Commission discussed researching different background checks organizations, so that coaches would do fingerprinting once and it would be on file for the company to check
every three years.

A free concussion awareness seminar will be held at Valley Hospital on March 7, 2017.

Council liaison Brian Downing stated that there is an Open Space grant available in June for
outdoor activities.

	
VIII	Open/Public Comment
	
	There is no one present for Open Public Comment.


Motion by Michael Graham, Seconded by Anthony Gismondi, that the Recreation Commission meeting be adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

					Respectfully submitted,



					Margaret Di Lello
					Recreation Secretary

 
