THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EMERSON RECREATION COMMISSION WAS
HELD ON MARCH 4, 2020, AT 8:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF
EMERSON BOROUGH HALL.
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Call to Order

Presiding Officer Bob Quinones welcomed everyone to the Regular Meeting of the
Recreation Commission called the meeting to order at 8:04 pm. Motion to open the meeting
was made by Willie Ortiz, seconded by Anthony Gismondi and approved unanimously.

Roll Call

Anthony Gismondi, Steve Paino, Joe Vigna, Eilish Viggiani, Bob Quinones Willie Ortiz
Phil Gianatasio

Apologies: Paul Coombes, Mike Graham

Councilwoman Jill McGuire also present.
Closed Session

Motion was made to move into closed session was made by Willlie Ortiz, seconded by
Steve Paino to move into closed session. The motion was approved unanimously,

Meeting reconvened

The meeting discussed how the Summer Rec camp could be improved. A point was
brought up that there is a perception that the Westwood Summer Recreation Camp is
cheaper than the one in Emerson. The basic cost is lower but all the additional events like
trips incurs an extra cost. For kids who don’t opt for the trips, the camp has to provide
counsellors for the campers attending the trip and the ones staying behind. Emerson’s camp
is currently all inclusive so if they decided to offer a basic price with options there would
be more staff required for after care. Because many of the counsellors are minors there
would be a limit on the number of hours that they are allowed to work

In previous years inclement weather has meant the camp has been cancelled or closed early.
One solution that is being investigated is to use the Emerson Bible Church on days when
there is inclement weather. The campers can be walked from the camp to the church by
counsellors and the director.

Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the February 5 2020 Regular meeting

Motion to approve the minutes from February 5, 2020 meeting was made by Joe Vigna and
seconded by Anthony Gismondi. All members who attended that meeting voted to approve
the minutes.

Reports of Officers
Presiding Officer-Nothing to report.
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Alternate Presiding Officer- Absent

Borough Liaison — Councilwoman McGuire told the meeting that the new Ordinance for
the Borough’s Personnel Policy was introduced at the last meeting. Part of the Ordinance
includes a requirement that all volunteers who are involved in Borough activities need to
submit a copy of their Drivers License for a check. It will have a second reading at the
March 17" meeting. The question was asked whether residents volunteering as a one off
would be required to provide a copy. The Borough Attorney will be asked to comment.
Another question was asked about whether the DL number could be redacted as this is very
private information. Willie Ortiz stated that the DL check can be done without that
information. Councilwoman McGuire said she would ask the Borough Attorney to reach
out to him.

There was a discussion about whether the DL checks would replace the background checks
currently being done. The consensus was that this was not the case. Bob Quinones told
the meeting that in discussions with the Borough Administrator he had been told to create
a version of the card and shoe it to him. Once this is approved production of the outstanding
cards could start. He has reached out to Rich Solimando for the template, background and
lanyards but has not yet received them.

Secretary-Nothing to report

Unfinished Business

Summer Kick Off/Town Picnic

DJ contract has been received. A question has been asked as to whether or not the contract
can be signed by the Recreation Commission president or does the Borough Administrator
need to. A response is awaited.

Chris Sassi has organized the grills through Taylor Rental and the invoice sent to finance.
Cork and Keg will assist with the kegs of beer for the beer garden and he donated a keg.
This assumes he is still open in Emerson.

Senior Prom

Thursday April 16, 12:30-3:00 pm in the Senior Center. The event will have a DJ and a
photo booth. Eilish is awaiting a contract for this. Denise Downing has offered food for
the event and it is possible that she will donate it. Eilish has made a flyer today which Paul
will print.

4M/5™ orade dance

Phil printed colored flyers which were sent home in students back packs on February 28"
and March 2", It has been posted on many Facebook pages. 52 kids have registered. The
event will have a DJ, photo booth and glow sticks. Denise Downing will be taking care of
the food. The event will run from 7-9 pm but the gym has been booked 5-10 pm so there
is enough time to decorate before the event and clean up afterwards. Chairs and tables have
been booked as well.
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New Business

Fundraising- Notification about donations for the Summer Kick Off/Town Picnic should
be emailed to Anthony. Soccer will donate $400 and baseball will donate $450. Discussed
under Summer Kick Off/Town Picnic. Casa Maselli is now owned by Short rounds so that
leaves two spots. ‘

Anthony came up with an idea to hold a Junk in your Trunk or Flea Market from your
Trunk event which could be done at the high school parking lot. The idea is that you have
a mini-garage sale out of your trunk. A fee would be paid to the Recreation Department.
The Board of Education are comfortable with the event as long as there are no conflicts
with High School events. There is a weekend in mid-May that soccer has booked from 9
am to 5 pm for soccer games which would obviously mean less room in the parking lot.
This would only be around 20 cars.

There was a question about whether permits or other paperwork would be required by the
town. Councilwoman McGuire will look into this.

The Summer Recreation camp will donate two weeks camp attendance to the Ladies Night
Out fundraiser.

Events- Denise Downing has asked if the Recreation Commission would like to host a
presentation by Dennis Neelan, a Consumer Affairs Investigator to the Seniors. The
consensus was that this would be better hosted by the Seniors themselves.

Field Scheduling-Only conflicts at the moment are April 4" when the high school want the
field for a baseball game and the fire department want it for the Easter Egg Hunt. They are
trying to work out a good solution.

Communications- Nothing to report

Open Session (Public)

Motion to open the meeting for public comment was made by Willie Ortiz seconded by
Anthony Gismondi. All were in favor.

There being no public comment a motion to close the open public session was made by
Willie Ortiz seconded by Anthony Gismondi. All were in favor.

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Willie Ortiz seconded by Joe Vigna. All were in
favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Liz Morris
Recreation Secretary



