THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EMERSON RECREATION COMMISSION 
WAS  HELD  ON APRIL 19, 2018  AT  7:30 P.M.  IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM 
OF THE RECREATION CENTER.

Presiding Officer Afrim Hoxha called the Regular Meeting of the Recreation Commission 
to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll Call:   Presiding Officer Afrim Hoxha, David Cannici, Rich Solimando, Michael Graham
	        and Paul Coombes 

Excused Absence:  Anthony Gismondi, Willie Ortiz, Bob Quinones and Eilish Viggiani

Guest:	  Peter Grompone
	  199 Hasbrouck Avenue, Emerson, NJ  

I	Open Public Comment

	Council liaison Brian Downing recommended that Peter Grompone attend the recreation 	meeting to express his concerns with the Emerson Boys and Girls Club and to ask the 	members if they could implement a basketball program. 

	About a month ago, Peter contacted the director of the Emerson Boys and Girls Club to 	start a travel team for his Fourth Grade daughter and classmates.  Peter added that he 	would volunteer to be a coach.  The director emailed Peter and said there is enough 	interest to start a travel baseball team.  He wanted to have the team and coaches together 	for an assessment of their abilities.  The coaches were introduced to the girls as Coach 	Ryan and Coach Britt, two first names.  The director managed the entire assessment, 	which was seventy minutes with no water breaks.  Peter had to tell his daughter to stop 	and get a drink of water.  A fourth-grader was acting inappropriately towards a coach. 
			
	Peter emailed the director regarding his concerns and noted that he needed more 	information on the coaches.  He was particularly interested in their background checks, 	safety training, and if the coaches are committed to the team.   Peter still does not have 	the answers he is seeking and feels that they are being invasive by not answering his 	questions.  Basically, Peter would like to know who he will be leaving his child with and 	their contact information.        
	
	The Recreation Commission agreed that the Director of the Emerson Boys and Girls Club 	has been doing th program successfully for many years.  It was suggested that Peter and 	other parents speak to the director regarding any issues face-to-face.  Dave Cannici 	offered to contact the director regarding this situation on behalf of Peter Grompone.
	
II	Winter Dance Update 

	One hundred (100) children attended the Winter Dance, and the event went extremely 	well.      
III	Summer Kick-Off

	Presiding Officer Afrim Hoxha created a list of businesses and sent out 108 donation 	letters through the mail.  Contributions are coming in from businesses while the 	Recreation Commission members pursue more organizations.  The members will contact 	all sports boards to ask if they will donate towards the event.  If any individuals or 	vendors would like to have a spot, they must supply their own tables and chairs.  Richard 	Solimando will submit the beer garden plan to the County on May 1.  
 

IV	Minutes of April 5, 2018

            Motion by David Cannici, Seconded by Paul Coombes, that the April 5, 2018 Minutes be 	approved as written.

	Roll Call:    AH      DC     RS      MG       PC


V	Sport-by-Sport Review

	Football – There is nothing new to report on football.

	Soccer – There is nothing new to report on soccer.

	Baseball – The Opening Day for baseball is April 21 and the parade begins at 9:00 a.m.  	The baseball board’s game scheduling is completed. Rich Solimando is currently 	obtaining updates from the baseball coaches.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Softball – Softball’s Opening Day is April 21, and there will be free hot dogs for the 	girls afterwards.   

	Wrestling – Paul Coombes asked the wrestling board for a donation toward the Summer 	Kick-Off. 
	
	Summer Recreation – Kris Lechman will attend the May 3, 2018 recreation meeting and 	discuss summer recreation updates.


VI	Open Space Grant Application – Input from Commission
	a. Shade Pavilion and Fencing Improvements at Hillman Field.
	b. Playground Equipment at Sunset Park for children ages 5 and older. 

	The Open Space Grant Application will be discussed at a future meeting.	


	Motion by Michael Graham, Seconded by Richard Solimando, that the Recreation 	Commission meeting be adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

			
				Respectfully submitted,

			


				Margaret Di Lello
				Recreation Secretary
