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MINUTES 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
August 20, 2013 

7:30 P.M. 
Borough Hall-Council Chambers 

Emerson, NJ 07630 
             
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Colina called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. and identified the emergency exits.  

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Colina asked Ms. Dray to call the roll of the Governing Body. 
 

Present: Mayor Colina, Councilwoman DiPaola, Councilwoman Garis, Councilman Knoller, 
Councilman Paino, Council President Rivers, Councilman Worthington 

 
Also present were Borough Attorney Scott Mooney, Borough Labor Attorney Ron Gordon 
and Borough Administrator Joe Scarpa. 
 

III. EXCUSED ABSENCE OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBER 
 

Councilman Knoller requested a Point of Order asking that the motions be separated to 
excuse Councilman Garis from the July meetings and the August meeting. The Point of 
Order was sustained by Mayor Colina. 
 

 Councilwoman Elizabeth Garis for absence from the Regular Meeting of  July 9th, 2013 

Motion to excuse Councilwoman Garis for absence from the Regular Meeting of July 
9th, 2013 was moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola 
and carried unanimously. 
 

 Councilwoman Elizabeth Garis for absence from the Regular Meeting of  July 23rd, 2013 

Motion to excuse Councilwoman Garis for absence from the Regular Meeting of July 
23rd, 2013 was moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola 
and carried unanimously. 
 

 Councilwoman Elizabeth Garis for absence from the Regular Meeting of  August 6th 
 
Councilwoman DiPaola requested a Point of Order in objection to the above request for 
a  motion to excuse councilwoman Garis by Mayor Colina stating there was no meeting 
on August 6th since there was no quorum and someone could not be absent from a 
meeting that did not occur. Mr. Mooney stated there should have been a meeting but for 
a lack of a quorum so the absences should be excused.  
 
Councilwoman DiPaola moved that no one was absent from the meeting because there 
was no meeting on August 6, 2013 and the motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Garis. The motion was defeated by roll call vote of 3-2 with Mayor Colina breaking the 
tie. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: DiPaola, Garis 
NO: Knoller, Paino, Mayor Colina 
ABSTAIN: Worthington, Rivers 
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 Councilwoman Garis for absence from the Regular Meeting of August 6th, 2013 – Upon request 
by Mayor Colina for a motion, no motion was made by a councilmember. 
 

 Councilman Worthington for absence from the Regular Meeting of the August 6, 2013 

Motion to excuse Councilman Worthington for absence from the Regular Meeting of 
August 6th, 2013 was moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Councilman Paino 
and carried unanimously. 

 

 Council President Rivers for absence from the Regular Meeting of August 6, 2013 

Motion to excuse Council President Rivers for absence from the Regular Meeting of 
August 6, 2013 was moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Councilman Paino 
and carried unanimously. 

 

 Councilwoman DiPaola for absence from the Regular Meeting of August 6, 2013  
Upon request for a motion by Mayor Colina, there was no motion made by a 
councilmember. 

 
IV. PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS – There were no proclamations or citations. 

 
V. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 

 Emerson Volunteer Fire Department Appointments 
o William P. Carlos 

Motion to appoint William P. Carlos to the Emerson Volunteer Fire Department was 
moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried 
unanimously. 
 

 Resignation of Fire Official Frank Boccio effective August 19, 2013 

Motion to accept the resignation of Fire Official Frank Boccio effective August 19, 
2013 was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Paino and 
carried unanimously. 

 
Mayor Colina read Mr. Boccio’s letter of resignation to the public. Council President 
Rivers shared his appreciation for Mr. Boccio’s years of dedicated service and said he 
would be missed. 

 
VI. CORRESPONDENCE 

Mayor Colina announced that copies of the correspondence were available in the office of 
the Borough Clerk. 

 

 Letter dated July 23, 2013 from Executive Director David Grubb, Municipal Excess 
Liability Joint Insurance Fund; Re: Super storm Sandy property claims 

 Letter dated July 31, 2013 from Executive Director William G. Dressel, Jr., NJSLOM; 
Re: NJSLOM Annual Audit 

 Letter dated August 5, 2013 from Bergen County Executive Kathleen Donovan; Re: 
2013 Community Development Grant Funds 

 Letter dated August 5, 2013 from Bergen County Executive Kathleen Donovan; Re: 
2013 Community Development Block Grant Funds 

 Letter dated August 5, 2013 from United Water; Re: Notice of Filing of Petition for 
Approval of Increase in Rates 

 Letter dated August 9, 2013 from Noreen Best, Director, BC Community Development; 
Re: CD Block Grant Application Workshop 
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VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Strike Guard quote update – Councilman Knoller reported that the equipment was 
delivered last week to Westwood at which time scheduling of installation would begin.  

 

 Borough Attorney’s fees; ref: Bill List 7/23/13 
Councilwoman DiPaola requested a Point of Order to discuss this item. At the end of a 
discussion between Mayor Colina, Municipal Clerk Dray and Councilwoman DiPaola 
regarding Roberts Rules of Order, Mayor Colina asked for a motion to approve the 
attorney’s bills. 
 

Motion to approve the Borough Attorney’s fees; ref: Bill List 7/23/13 was moved by 
Councilman Knoller, seconded by Council President Rivers. 
 
Councilwoman DiPaola called a Point of Order to discuss Mr. Mooney’s bills. Upon 
conclusion of the discussion, Mayor Colina stated that this specific issue related to Mr. 
Mooney’s bill from the above captioned date above and requested a roll call vote that was 
approved 3-2. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Worthington, Paino 
NO: DiPaola, Rivers 
ABSTAIN: Garis 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 Approve the Emerson Library shed installation 

Motion to install the library shed on the southern side of the building was moved by 
Councilwoman Garis, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by a  roll call 
vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 

 Asbestos remediation – After placing the item on the Councilwoman DiPaola adjourned 
the discussion because she did not think it was proper to discuss it at that point.  
 

 DPW temporary replacement help - Council President Rivers noted that two members 
of the DPW were scheduled to be out due to long term injuries and asked to fill the 
positions temporarily for a three or four month period at $10.00 per hour. 

Motion to fill two positions in the DPW on a temporary basis was moved by Council 
President, seconded by Rivers Councilwoman DiPaola and carried by roll call vote of 6-
0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
IX. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 
Mayor Colina announced that Ms. Dray would read the following ordinances by title and 
they would be further considered at a Public Hearing to be held on September 3rd, 2013 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall, Municipal Place, Emerson, N.J. and 
published in the August 23rd, 2013 edition of the Ridgewood News by summary.  He added 
that these ordinances were on file in the Clerk’s Office and posted on the official bulletin 
board of the Municipal Building where copies would be available to the General Public at no 
charge.  
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First Reading: 
 
1462-13 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 2013 SALARY ORDINANCE 1459-13 BY 
ADJUSTING THE ANNUAL SALARY OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES 
 

Motion to introduce Ordinance #1462-13 on first reading was moved by Councilman 
Knoller, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
1463-13 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 274 OF THE CODE OF 
EMERSON ENTITLED VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC ARTICLE VII, SCHEDULE 
III § 274-39 TITLED ONE - WAY STREETS  
 

Motion to introduce Ordinance #1463-13 on first reading was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Knoller. 
 
Councilwoman DiPaola requested a Point of Order to discuss this ordinance. After the 
discussion, formal action followed. 
 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
ABSTAIN: DiPaola 
The motion was carried by roll call vote of 5-0. 
 
 
1464-13 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 274 OF THE  
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF EMERSON ENTITLED VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE 21 SCHEDULE XIV ENTITLED PARKING, 
PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES 

 

Motion to introduce Ordinance #1464-13 on first reading was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
1465-13 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 274 OF THE  
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF EMERSON ENTITLED “PARKING, 
STANDING AND STOPPING” 

 

Motion to introduce Ordinance #1465-13 on first reading was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Worthington. 
 
Councilwoman DiPaola called a Point of Order to discuss this ordinance. The Governing 
Body reviewed details of this ordinance including fees and the number of parking spots for 
Emerson residents and agreed to vote on first reading contingent on the revisions. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
The motion was carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
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X. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 
 

Second Reading and Public Hearing: 
 
1461-13 AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 9 OF THE  
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF EMERSON ENTITLED “ASSESSOR” 

 

Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance #1461-13 was 
moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried 
unanimously 

 
Seeing no hands, Mayor Colina asked for a motion to close the meeting to comments on 
Ordinance #1461-13. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance #1461-13 was 
moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by Councilwoman Garis and carried 
unanimously. 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance #1461-13 on second reading was moved by Councilwoman 
DiPaola, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
XI. REPORTS 

 Mayor and Council  
 
Councilman Knoller had no report. 
 
Councilwoman DiPaola announced that the Shade Tree Commission would hold a 
special meeting the following evening.  
 
Councilman Worthington gave the Emerson Volunteer Ambulance Corp report for 
July. 
 
Councilman Paino gave the July Building Department report.  
 
Councilwoman Garis said she had discussed the shed and had nothing further to report. 
 
Council President Rivers thanked the Emerson Volunteer Fire Department and the 
Emerson Police Department, the Emerson Volunteer Ambulance Corps and the 
Office of Emergency Management Coordinator for their work at a recent fire and 
also thanked Oradell, Westwood, River Vale, Hillsdale, River Edge and Washington 
Township and praised the community effort. He also gave the Police Department report 
for July. 
 

 Borough Clerk Carol Dray had no report. 
 

 Borough Attorney Scott Mooney had no report. 
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 Borough Administrator Joe Scarpa began his report as follows:  
 

 Thanked Frank Boccio for his years of service to the Borough and wished him 
well in his future endeavors 

 Reported that the Deputy Court Clerk resigned.  

 A pre-construction meeting took place on August 15th regarding the joint road 
resurfacing program – Revere Avenue from Congress to Forest, Ross Avenue 
from Soldier Hill Road to Hill Road, Hartland from Kinderkamack to Eagle 
would be repaved.  

 Drainage work would also take place on Eagle at the intersection of Hartland. 
Repaving would also take place on Parker due to general deterioration. It was 
scheduled to begin in early October.  

 High Street repaving was completed with a NJDOT grant, but he did notice 
excessive ponding in the area of 132 High Street; the engineer will handle that. 

 The Annual Shred Day took place and the Borough shredded more this year 
than in the past two years.  

 The Hillman Park sign which was damaged by vandals had been replaced. New 
men’s and women’s concession stand restroom signs were put up.  

 He sent out a solicitation for leaf bags which will be ordered after the quotes 
arrive.  

 The Borough received initial approval from Community Development for the 
grant applications submitted – one for senior citizen activities and one to finish 
the flooring in the Senior Center.  

 The Borough received notice of a more than 14% increase that United Water 
was seeking. The Pascack Valley Administrators put together a resolution 
opposing the rate increase that he would distribute to the Governing Body to 
look at. He said it was particularly difficult to absorb with the 2% cap. Council 
President said he had received complaints about flooding on Jordan Road. Mr. 
Scarpa said that was an ongoing issue and they could look at that again. Major 
work was done in that area ten years ago and involved the county. 

 
Council President Rivers added to his report that the three cadets recently hired by the 
Police Department were now on their own; they were still on probation but it helped as 
far as the tours were concerned. 
 
Mayor Colina pursued the previous discussion about bill review and suggested that a 
different methodology of approving bills be considered based on any conflict with the 
Administrator in particular. The Governing Body, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Scarpa and Mr. 
Gordon discussed the billing review process and issues related to conflicts of interest 
and potential excessive contact with counsel leading to higher bills.  Mayor Colina 
proposed that the Finance Committee be the appropriate committee to participate in the 
review process. Councilwoman DiPaola agreed to the Finance Committee review but 
only the items that Mr. Scarpa was conflicted out on not for the whole bill list. Council 
President Rivers asked Mr. Scarpa to identify those items that were questionable, and the 
Finance Committee would investigate and review and approve those items.  

 
Mayor Colina reported that he had visited with the senior citizens recently because they 
were concerned about the 9-11 Memorial and reassured them the funds collected were 
held in trust but it was not likely that the project would be completed this year.  Mr. 
Scarpa reported that about $3,700 had been raised to date for the memorial from 
donations. Mayor Colina noted that he was informed that the associated expenses and 
costs for the asbestos removal required a special emergency appropriation of funds and 
asked Mr. Scarpa to pursue that resolution which Mr. Scarpa agreed to do. 
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XII. PUBLIC COMMENT  
Members of the public are welcome to speak on any topic by coming to the table and stating 
your name and address for the record.  In the interest of time, speakers are limited to five (5) 
minutes.  In consideration of all who may wish to speak, please keep your comments brief 
and concise.   
 

Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilwoman 
DiPaola, seconded by Council President Rivers and carried. 

 
Vincent Donato, 128 Vivian Avenue asked why Mr. Gordon was at the meeting and what 
his function was. Mayor Colina explained that labor and personnel issues required his 
presence and these items would be discussed in Closed Session. He made suggestions 
regarding scrutinizing the Bill List. 
 
John Lazar, 32 Hasbrouck Avenue discussed negativity in the news media about what was 
going on in town. He said he depended on Mr. Scarpa’s advice while he served on the 
council and found his advice very valuable adding that Mr. Scarpa had a great deal of 
knowledge and experience in government. He also complimented Ms. Dray as an important 
resource to him and said she was very helpful to him to get answers to help him make the 
proper decisions. He said he was there to support Mr. Scarpa, Ms. Dray, the Deputy Clerk 
and the rest of the employees. He said they all worked very hard and offered his help to the 
Borough. 
 
Karen Browne, 114 Pine Drive questioned Ordinance 1465-13 and asked what would 
happen during certain conditions and why the Council was limiting resident parking. She 
opined that the ordinance not been thought through. 
 
Kevin Schaefer, 170 Hartland Avenue addressed Ordinance 1465-13 and discussed the 
parking situation early in the morning and asked the Council to rethink their position and 
put the residents of the town ahead of money generating machines. Council President Rivers 
agreed to revisit it.  
 
Ken Hoffman, 61 Emwood Drive said that former Fire Official Frank Boccio did an 
excellent job for the town complimenting him on his many attributes and considered him an 
inspiration. He read a report in support of Mr. Scarpa and urged the Governing Body to 
extend Mr. Scarpa’s contract. He was also permitted by Mayor Colina to read a statement 
from Thomas Lahey, 9 South Dorchester Road, who was not present. 
 
Matt Ryan, 26 Main Street commented on commuter parking and said it was a creative 
solution he was all for but thought the ordinance was a little bit light on details and 
appreciated that the Council would take another look at it. He commented on the general 
conduct and feeling he got at the meeting and the presence of a labor attorney and said it 
sent a sign that something needed to change. He commented that he thought that change 
was needed. 
 
Liz Petriano, 92 Orchard Avenue said she supported Mr. Scarpa and asked what was holding 
up the extension of his contract. Mr. Gordon said the item was on Closed Session due to his 
request in response to a Rice Notice and it was not appropriate to discuss presently. She said 
the town could not run without Mr. Scarpa.  
 
Vincent Donato suggested that parking spots be open to only residents until about 8:00 a.m. 
He said Mr. Scarpa had done an exemplary job for Emerson and they should do all they 
could to keep his reappointment from becoming political.  
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Lawrence Campagna, 3 South Dorchester Road said it would be impossible for Emerson to 
get a better administrator. 
 
Ron Griffin, 87 Ackerman Avenue asked about the asbestos item that was on the agenda 
and asked why Councilwoman DiPaola and Mr. Scarpa were the only ones who knew about 
a claim. .He also discussed a letter he received from Mr. Scarpa about hugging and felt it was 
an affront to him.  
 
John Lazar discussed the parking ordinance and suggested that half the parking spots be 
dedicated to residents, but if not enough residents filled up the spots, the ordinance could be 
changed to allow non-residents to use them.  
 
Theresa Wallace, 114 Palisade Avenue discussed the parking ordinance noting that 
employees from Brookside Towing, the day care center and the bakery parked their cars on 
Emerson Plaza East and asked where they would park with permit parking in effect. 

 
Tom Browne, 114 Pine Drive encouraged the Governing Body to conduct a thorough 
search before they reappointed Mr. Scarpa to make sure they had the correct person in the 
role. He said Mr. Scarpa was talented but also the rotating mayor of Rochelle Park and was 
running for an Assembly seat in District 38. This position would put him in Trenton two 
days a week. He suggested that the administrator should be a part time position.  
 
Pat Palagonia, 2 Oakland Avenue discussed parking and said she noticed that some 
commercial vehicles parked behind the Ambulance Corps building permanently. She 
suggested that they do not make Emerson Woods a playground and encouraged that the 
Borough keep every space, tree and park they have as they were. She also encouraged the 
council to turn Broadway into a park and have it dedicated as open space.  
 
Gina Calogero, 3 South Dorchester Road said she was on the Governing Body before Mr. 
Scarpa and after Mr. Scarpa and said it was a lot more work before he came on the scene. 
His reports indicated he was comprehensive and the fact that he could work with many 
different administrations was nothing short of a miracle. She implored the council to think 
about the lack of open space and thanked the council for not building on Broadway. 
 
Mike Wallace, 114 Palisade Avenue commented on open space and told them to review 99 
Palisade Avenue before that was developed. 
 
Liz Petriano told the council to ask the seniors about Mr. Scarpa because they supported 
him. 
 
Seeing no more hands, Mayor Colina asked for a motion to close the meeting to comments 
from the public. 

 

Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Council 
President Rivers, seconded by Councilwoman DiPaola and carried unanimously. 

 
 Mayor Colina said his commitment was to do what was best for Emerson.  
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XIII. RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA NO. 140-13 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda Resolution #140-13 was moved by Councilman 
Knoller, seconded by Councilman Paino and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
 
Ca 141-13 Block Party Approval – Residents of Fourth Street between Palisade 
 and Randolph Avenues 
Ca 142-13 Approve Tax Appeal Adjustments: 

 Block 123, Lot 9 – 238 Grand Boulevard: Original Assessment $576,100; 
Revised Assessment $568,600 

 Block 406, Lot 10.01 – 75 Highland Avenue: Original Assessment 
$568,100; Revised Assessment $563,900 

 Block 611, Lot 1.03 – 35 Alma Avenue: Original Assessment $515,600; 
Revised Assessment $510,400 

Ca 143-13 Approve Property Tax Exemptions for a Disabled Veteran Block 111, Lot 3,  
 179 Pascack Avenue – Total Exemption of $4,075.01 for 2012 and $8,636.01  
 for 2013 
Ca 144-13  Tax Overpayment in the amount of $4,473.24 – Block 510, Lot 8 – 19 Spruce  
 Avenue 
Ca 145-13 Tax Cancellation – Block 509, Lot 5 – 2 Broadway in the amount of $3,615.11 
Ca 146-13 Award State and County Contracts for 2013  
Ca 147-13    Approve Bill List  
Ca 148-13 Authorize Person-to-Person Transfer of Liquor License #0214-33-001-006 to 
                 123 Lincoln, LLC from Gregory T’s Inc. 
Ca 149-13 Block Party Approval – Residents of Highland Avenue between High Street  
 and Kinderkamack Road - August 31st (rain date September 1st) 
Ca 150-13 Award DPW Vehicle Contract - Ford F350 in the amount of $40,000 to Winner  
 Ford of Cherry Hill, NJ 
Ca 151-13 Treatment Works Approval of Armenian Home for the Aged 

 
XIV. Resolution No. 152-13 Award Various State Contracts  

 KML Technology Inc. in the amount of $25,000 

 SHI International Corp. in the amount of $60,010 

 Kenwood USA Corp. in the amount of $8,653.94 

 Motorola Solutions – in the amount of $2,590.00 

Motion to approve Resolution #152-13 Award Various State Contracts was moved by 
Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilman Paino and carried by roll call vote of 5-
0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
ABSTAIN: Knoller 
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XV. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION - Resolution No. 153-13 

Motion to go into an executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as duly 
noticed by Resolution No. 153-13 was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman DiPaola and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 
#13-8/20-20 Personnel: Borough Attorney Contract    N.J.S.A. 10:4-8  
#13-8/20 -21 Violation of Law: Divulging Confidential Information 
  Exempt by Law (N.J.S.A 10:4-12)     N.J.S.A. 10:4-6  
#13-8/20-22 Personnel: Indemnification/Attorney Fees-Municipal Clerk  N.J.S.A. 
10:4-7  
#13-8/20-23 Litigation:  Scarpa v. Borough     N.J.S.A. 10:4-4-
7 
#13-8/20-24 Personnel: ‘Rice Notice’ – Borough Administrator   N.J.S.A. 
10:4-8 
#13-8/20-25 Personnel: Interim Fire Prevention Officer and   N.J.S.A. 10:4-7 
  Interim Fire Inspector 

 
XVI. RECONVENE 

Motion to reconvene was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman Garis and carried at 12:24 a.m. 
 
Mayor Colina advised the public that one item was left in Closed Session that 
Councilwoman DiPaola requested be discussed in open session. 
 
Councilwoman DiPaola made a Point of Order that she was not ‘Rice’ noticed prior to this. 
 
Councilman Knoller stated that at a meeting in April, the Governing Body became aware 
that confidential information had been divulged to the public based on Councilwoman 
DiPaola’s lawsuit against the Borough Clerk and several other people. He said he had been 
tasked to look into whether or not this was a violation of Closed Executive Session and the 
possible ramifications. The Governing Body and Mr. Gordon discussed this issue at length. 

 

Motion to authorize the preparation of a resolution to be voted on at a future meeting 
authorizing the censure of a sitting councilperson for violating the confidential and 
privileged nature of Executive Session was moved by Councilman Knoller, seconded by 
Councilman Paino and carried by roll call vote of 3-1. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Rivers, Paino 
ABSTAIN: DiPaola, Worthington 
NO: Garis 

 

Motion to appoint Tom Monahan Jr. as the Interim Fire Prevention Officer and J.D. 
Mara as an Interim Fire Inspector was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman DiPaola and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 
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Motion to authorize Ron Gordon and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick and Cole to 
represent the Borough of Emerson with regards to litigation between Mr. Scarpa and the 
Borough of Emerson was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilman 
Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, DiPaola, Worthington, Rivers, Garis, Paino 

 

Motion to extend Mr. Scarpa’s contract for an additional two years as his letter stated that 
the Council received several months ago was moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded 
by Councilwoman Garis and defeated by roll call vote of 4-2. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: DiPaola, Garis 

 NO: Knoller, Worthington, Rivers, Paino 
 

 Resolution No. 136-13 Attorney Fees to Be Paid on Behalf of Municipal Clerk 

Motion to approve Resolution 136-13 Attorney Fees to Be Paid on Behalf of 
Municipal Clerk was moved by Council President Rivers, seconded by Councilman 
Knoller and carried by roll call vote of 4-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES: Knoller, Worthington, Rivers, Paino 
ABSTAIN: DiPaola, Garis 

 
XVII. ADJOURNMENT 

With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor Colina, a motion to adjourn was 
moved by Councilwoman DiPaola, seconded by Councilman Knoller and carried at 12:24 
a.m. 

 
 


