THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EMERSON RECREATION COMMISSION WAS HELD ON SEPTEMBER 7, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE RECREATION CENTER.

Call to Order

Presiding Officer Dave Rector called the Regular Meeting of the Recreation Commission to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll Call:  Presiding Officer Dave Rector, Afrim Hoxha, Dave Cannici, Anthony Gismondi
	       Steve Carmosino, Michael Graham, Bob Quinones and Paul Coombes.

Excused Absence:  Willie Ortiz

Guest:   Jill McGuire
	  Historic Preservation Committee Chairperson
              154 Linwood Avenue
	  Emerson, NJ  07630

I        Memorial Day Parade	

          Jill McGuire discussed 	having a Memorial Day Parade in Emerson, which would
          involve everyone and incorporate the youth and senior citizens.  D.R. – Emerson
          did have a Memorial Day Parade years ago.  There is a renewed interest through the
          Historic Committee.  It could be a great day for the community to celebrate – should
          Be town-white.	 Parade could be for anyone who would like to participate.  The 
          Recreation Comm  Is in favour of having a Memorial Day Parade.   Bring back 
          Memorial Day Parade with the support of the Historic preservation Committee

II	Tennis Program

	There was a lot of response to the Facebook Page for the Tennis Program.  So much
	Interest in tennis prog.   D. R. believes there could be a tennis program in the Fall.  D.R. has two questions: for Kinderkamack to 6th Grades.
	1.  Can Bob Q. check on the availability of the tennis courts with the Board of
	Education.   2.  And figure the optimum time the tennis can be used, since the
	Tennis courts do not have lights.  Possible Saturday afternoons. There are individuals
	Who would like to participate in the program.
  	 

III	Recreation Facebook Page
	
	Presiding Officer Dave Rector commended Anthony Gismondi for launching the
	Recreation Facebook Page and keeping up with it.  He puts recreation things on
	The Facebook Page and residents are responding to it.  Facebook Page is better than
	having a recreation web page.	  - thank you for posting events.

	


IV	Holiday Event

	 The Recreation Commission discussed doing a Holiday Event, which would combine Emerson Baseball/Emerson Recreation Christmas Tree Sales with some very new ideas.  
If the Recreation decides to go with the holiday event, the Mayor will be supportive.  Booths can be set up where venders could have their own stations .  They could have Santa’s Workshop where children could have their pictures taken with Santa.  Another station could be for gift wrapping.  They also thought about having an ice skating rink on Benkovic Field.  The idea is to have a holiday event where locals can shop, have kids come do pictures with santa, set up a Christmas tree  

	A Recreation Commission wife is helping with Project Graduation 2018.  The individuals involved with project graduation will volunteer to help with the Holiday Event.  If the Holiday Event is a success, it will be done annually.  Organize Christmas tree sales has been done in the past by Baseball, so it should be simple.  Santa’s Work Shop should be simple – have someone sit in a chair dressed up as Santa and have pictures taken with the children., gift wrapping is easy.    How could the Recreation Commission set up a closed booths or tents for vendors – maybe contract with a company who does carnivals.   

	The idea is to get many local businesses.  Also thinking about going to the Apple store, Coach, etc. – items that people would be interested in buying.   Date would be the second week of December.   Weeknights would be 6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.  Saturday would be all day.    Three nights, one day  Dec. 6, 7, 8 wed, thur, fri  sat.

Council liaison will speak to fire department and see if they would like to be involved in the
Holiday event.  (fire liaison)

All in favor – rec comm agreed.


V	Winter Event

	The Recreation Commission discussed Battle of Bands event for next year.(January
	Or February)   The rec member is not present and subject matter is tabled to a future meeting. 	Recreation comm member  worked on this last year and was unable to pull it together in the timeframe.  Believes he can do it this year.  This will be a winter event in the high school auditorium.  It is for adults, professional bands.  Local charities 2 may be lined up.


VI	Approval of June 15, 2017 Minutes

	Motion by Afrim Hoxha, Seconded by Michael Graham, that the Minutes of
	June 15, 2017 be approved as written.


VII	Sport-by-Sport Review – All

	Baseball –  There is nothing new to report on baseball.

	Football –  The softball president has reduced his position on the Football board, as his job changed.  (has reduced his role).   Richard Solimando is the new Football President.

	Soccer –  Soccer did two scholarships this year.  This was a donation for a registration 
Fee through a fundraiser.  Also, a family came looking for help and they waived the fee.  Soccer Social is Saturday, October 14.

	Summer Recreation -  Summer camp went well.  About the same registration numbers as last year.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Presiding Officer Dave Rector recommended that new tables and chairs be bought for the recreation center.



	Wrestling -  Wrestling registration is  _________________

Softball – Registration numbers are low in the  younger grades.  2, 3 and 4 grades are light in registration numbers.    Two scholarships were handed out.

Back to school night – make some time to present recreational sports.  G  ive them a list of the sports, what they are and who to contact.  Sports hand out flyers.  The recreation comm
Could also do a YouTube video on facebook discussing their sports. 



VIII	Open/Public Comment
	
	There are no Open/Public Comments.


Motion by Afrim Hoxha, Seconded by Michael Graham, that the Recreation Commission meeting be adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

					Respectfully submitted,




					Margaret Di Lello
					Recreation Secretary



	  



