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Emerson Environmental Commission
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 25, 2017


The meeting of the Borough of Emerson Environmental Commission was brought to order by Chairman Tom Browne, promptly at 7:00pm.  The Chairman read the Open Public Meeting Statement, then requested the Secretary to call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Chair Tom Browne, Vice Chair Margaret Boyce, Karen Browne, Pat Dinallo, Michael Griggs, Jeanine Lamatina, Walter Romanski.
Also Present:  Eagle Scout Roger McGuinness Troup 67, Eagle Scout Zachary Battell Troup 67, Eagle Scout Asst. Master Kevin Battell Troup 67, Council Liaison Brian Downing, Student Liaison Josh Salles, Secretary Joan Dondero.
Absent:  Eric Shuda.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
K. Browne made a motion to approve the NOVEMBER 30, 2016 meeting minutes; seconded by J. Lamatina.  Unanimously approved. 

PUBLIC SESSION:
K. Browne made a motion to open the public session; seconded by M. Boyce.
Unanimously approved.
M. Boyce stated that two Eagle Scouts were present, with a project proposal that will help them get an approval.  The Scouts project description and benefit, in brief, is as follows:   
      1)  Develop Emerson Greenway trail (running from Hartland Ave to Glenwood Ave 
            along the United Water BCUA ROW).            
      2)  By removing plant overgrowth, application of wood chips and adding signs at the   
           entrances of Hartland and Jefferson Avenues.  
      3)  Additional signs on select trees showing type and approximate age.  
      4)  This will benefit the entire community.
      5)  The Scouts are donating the labor, but they will get donations for signs and supplies.

The second Scout project will be to redo the gazebo.  M. Boyce told the Scouts the work should start in the spring, to keep accurate records, take pictures and to ask other Scouts for help.  A pre-fab kit of a trellis was suggested.  The project should be completed by 
[bookmark: _GoBack]May 17; the Eagle Scout ceremony is June 3.

Project proposal was presented by Eagle Scout Zachary Battell, Troup 67 of Emerson during the Public Session.

P. Dinallo made a motion to close the public session; seconded by M. Boyce.
Unanimously approved.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Scanned, emailed, or handouts.

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
M. Boyce said that she will contact the Boy Scouts regarding a Lifetime Support Award for Boy Scouts who supported Emerson Environmental Commission.
Emerson Woods Project Update  Discussions regarding signs:  perennials (flowers) should be placed around signs.  The kiosk should have all information; the Emerson Woods sign is there.  

The Commission members stated that Certificate of Recognition certificates will be made for the Scouts who did outstanding work for the Emerson parks.  

A Community Swap is planned for June 17; J. Lamatina will get in touch with Brian Gatens, Superintendent of Schools, for a meeting with her and K. Browne.  There will be parking at the high school when nothing else is going on.  Advertising will be school signs and flyers for local businesses.  Weather permitting.  

Chairman Browne reported an opportunity for a grant for $10,000 to the Borough.  The Land Conservancy of NJ will help Emerson to complete and submit the grant application on Emerson’s behalf to complete an Environmental Resource Inventory for Emerson.  The fee for the inventory is $10,000.

K. Browne made a motion to open the public session; seconded by P. Dinallo
Unanimously approved.
The Commission voted on Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI).  Roll call was made.
Chair T. Browne, Vice Chair M. Boyce, K. Browne, P. Dinallo, M. Griggs, J. Lamatina, 
W. Romanski.  (All chairs and members.)

P. Dinallo made a motion to close the public session; seconded by J. Lamatina.
Unanimously approved.

NEW BUSINESS:
The Environmental Commission members for 2017 are as follows:
Chairman Tom Browne, Vice Chair Margaret Boyce, Members:  Karen Browne, Pat Dinallo, Michael Griggs, Jeanine Lamatina, Walter Romanski, Council Liaison Brian Downing, Student Liaison Josh Salles, Secretary Joan Dondero.   
    
Mr. Eric Shuda, member, has never been present for any meetings.   

ADJOURNMENT:   
P. Dinallo made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by K. Browne.  Unanimously approved.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will take place on:
            Wednesday, FEBRUARY 22, 2017, at 7:00pm, Borough Hall, 2nd FL. Council Chambers.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Dondero, Secretary
Emerson Environmental Commission



