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Emerson Environmental Commission
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 22, 2017


The meeting of the Borough of Emerson Environmental Commission was brought to order by Chairman Tom Browne, promptly at 7:30pm.  The Chairman read the Open Public Meeting Statement, then requested the Acting Secretary, Vice Chair Margaret Boyce, to call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Chair Tom Browne, Vice Chair Margaret Boyce, Karen Browne, Pat Dinallo, Michael Griggs, Jeanine Lamatina, Walter Romanski.
Also Present:  Eagle Scout Roger McGuinness Troup 67, Mayor Lamatina, Secretary Joan Dondero.
Absent:  Council Liaison Brian Downing, Student Liaison Josh Salles.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
K. Browne made a motion to approve the JANUARY 25, 2017 meeting minutes; 
Seconded by P. Dinallo.  Unanimously approved.

PUBLIC SESSION:
M. Boyce made a motion to open the public session; seconded by W. Romanski.  Unanimously approved.
	Eagle Scout Ryan McGuinness, Troup 67 stood at the podium and presented his 
	Proposal with a final sketch, with measurements, in order to show the  
Commission exactly what he plans on doing to the trellis at Centennial Park.  As long as the Commission was satisfied with the design, he’d go ahead with his ideas.  Ryan will make the height taller; lattice will be on both sides with a flat top.  The Commission suggested it be put in concrete.  Deer resistance plantings were also considered, possibly climbing plants.  The trellis is to be made of weather proofed cedar wood.  Must be completed before March 31, 2017.

J. Lamatina made a motion to close the public session, seconded by VC. Boyce.  Unanimously approved.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Scanned, emailed, handouts.

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A motion was made to AMEND THE AGENDA Update for Eagle Scout Project, by K. Browne; seconded by VC Boyce.  Unanimously approved.
Combining opening ceremony at Emerson Woods with Eagle Scout ceremony on Saturday, June 24, 2017, at 10:00am.  VC Boyce is contacting various dignitaries.

NEW BUSINESS:
1)  The Commission discussed dog trails and deer resistant perennials plants) by         
  the sign in Centennial Park    
2)    Emerson Woods Revitalization Project has to be finished by May 17, 2017.
3)    Kuiken Brothers Co. will receive a Certificate of Appreciation from the Boy
Scouts for all their donations.  It was advised that the Environmental     Commission thank the Kuiken Brothers Co., also, since they are aiding Emerson. 	
4)	 Centennial Park:  DPW is all set up in correct order; pathway; recycled rubber     
            and crushed rocks for the flower beds.  Residents should be notified.
      5)   A meeting with three (3) representatives from Westwood, NJ, were informative    	 and received information from Emerson on Community Gardens.  A compost of        .           leaves from other towns can be a starter.

The Shade Tree Commission was dissolved.  A copy of the Ordinance No.1537-17, regarding the Environmental and Shade Tree Commissions, will be sent to the Commission chairs and members.

A motion was made to AMEND THE AGENDA on Shade Tree Responsibilities, by K. Browne; seconded by VC Boyce.  Unanimously approved.

A Shade Tree Subcommittee was discussed in detail.

A motion was made to Vote on a Shade Tree Subcommittee of three (3) Environmental Commission members:  Vice Chair Boyce; Pat Dinallo; Michael Griggs by K. Browne seconded by P. Dinallo.  Unanimously approved.

ADJOURNMENT:   
M. Griggs made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by VC Boyce.  
Unanimously approved.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will take place on:
       Wednesday, MARCH 22, 2017, at 7:00pm, Borough Hall, Council Chambers, 2nd Fl.
Respectfully submitted,

Joan Dondero, Secretary
Emerson Environmental Commission




