Emerson Environmental Commission
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, March 22, 2017


The meeting of the Borough of Emerson Environmental Commission was brought to order by Chairman Tom Browne, promptly at 7:30pm.  The Chairman read the Open Public Meeting Statement, then requested the Acting Secretary, Vice Chair Margaret Boyce, to call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Chairman T. Browne, Vice Chair M. Boyce, K. Browne, M. Griggs, 
J. Lamatina, W. Romanski.
Also Present:  Student Liaison J. Salles, Secretary J. Dondero.
Absent:  P. Dinallo, Council Liaison B. Downing. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
K. Browne made a motion to approve the FEBRUARY 22, 2017 meeting minutes; seconded by J. Lamatina.  Unanimously approved.  

PUBLIC SESSION:
M. Griggs made a motion to open the public session: seconded by M. Boyce.
Unanimously approved.
	No one was present to come forward.
K. Browne made a motion to close the public session; seconded by J. Lamatina.
Unanimously approved.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Scanned, emails, or handouts.

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
M.Griggs and M. Boyce will go to the next town meeting to discuss an inspection of ash tree borders at the Woods.  SUEZ Water will be contacted about the tree line boarder area.  Funds from the town will be requested for ash tree borders to have an inspector go in and identify all of them.  Forestry inspector, or tree expert, to identify specific ash trees was discussed.  

A motion was made to AMEND THE AGENDA Professions of Shade Tree, by M. Griggs seconded by M. Boyce.  Unanimously approved.  
A tree inventory and tree expert should be hired to save on cost by hiring the same professional for both.  It is possible that access may be needed to people’s properties regarding trees.  M. Boyce will contact the Administrator and say what has to be done.  Town approval is needed.  Hire someone and apply for a grant afterwards.  
The Commission has a grant to put in a collect basin.  It collects all the garbage and all the run-off water.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Eagle Scouts are making progress.  Saturday, August 5, 2017, will be the date of the Boy Scout ceremony at Emerson Woods, at 10:00am.

NEW BUSINESS;
Another Boy Scout project is a cleanup of a trail by the BCUA right of way.  The walkway into the Woods needs cleaning up.  A meeting point starting at Centennial Park, where there is better parking, and walking all the way back.  It was discussed where to leave the garbage bags.  The 2017 Bi-State Cleanup is April 29, 2017.
M. Boyce will compile all bills out of the $667 of funds.  K. Brown talked about a May 6, 2017 planting.  A community swap was talked about at previous meetings and was brought up again.  The Commission will be looking for a place to have the project be put into effect.

ADJOURNMENT:   
J. Lamatina made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by M. Boyce.
Unanimously approved.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will take place on:
    Wednesday, APRIL 26, 2017, at 7:00pm, Boro Hall, 2nd Fl, Council Chambers.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Dondero, Secretary
Emerson Environmental Commission
