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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
EMERSON, NEW JERSEY

APRIL 26, 2017
This meeting of the Emerson Environmental Commission was held in the Municipal Building on Wednesday, April 26, 2017.  Chairman Browne opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the Clerk has notified all officially published newspapers of this meeting, and notice has been posted in the Municipal Office.  In case of a fire, follow the Fire Exit signs above the doors to your right and left in Council Chambers, and please exit calmly.  The Secretary, Joan Dondero, read the Roll Call.
ROLL CALL:

Chairman Thomas Browne – Present 
Vice Chair Margaret Boyce – Present

Ms. Karen Browne – Present 

Ms. Patricia Dinallo – Present 
Mr. Michael Griggs – Present

Ms. Jeanine Lamatina – Present

Mr. Walter Romanski – Present

Council Liaison Brian Downing – Present

Student Liaison Josh Salles - Present

MINUTES:  

A motion was made to approve the minutes for the meeting held on March 22, 2017 by Ms. Dinallo, seconded by Ms. Lamatina, and carried.   
CORRESPONDENCE:  

Scanned, emailed, and/or handouts during meetings.
PUBLIC SESSION:

A motion was made to open public session by Ms. Browne, seconded by Vice Chair Boyce, and carried.  

No one was present in the audience to come forward.

A motion was made to close public session by Mr. Romanski, seconded by Ms. Dinallo, and carried.
COMMITTEES:
Applications before the Land Use Board (LUB), read by Ms. Browne.    Both were approved.

                  Ciuppa Residence – 73 Sullivan Ave., Block 324, Lot 1

                               Variance – Side yard and real yard setbacks.

                               Adding a second level, no change to existing footprint.

                Bollbach Residence – 122 Colonial Rd., Block1012, Lot 5

                               Variance – Rear yard setback.

                               Covering an existing porch with roof and screen sides.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
April 29, 2017 Arbor Day and Town Cleanup.  Letters went out, the cleanup is from 9:00am to12:00pm (noon).  Jeanine and Mayor Lamatina discussed refreshments for the cleanup.  The Commission talked about planting a maple tree as a living memorial.  Regarding the Community Garden, a Proof of Residency must accompany the Application.  Emerson residents have first priority in case out-of-towners come in.  All applications and proofs of residency will be given to Ms. Browne.  
NEW BUSINESS:  
The recently organized Shade Tree Subcommittee consists of Vice Chair Boyce, Ms. Dinallo, and Mr. Griggs.  Shade Tree in the Borough has a 10” easement that the town will take care of.  The Borough will take down dangerous trees.  Owners will take care of their trees.  Trees should be pruned and dead trees taken care of.  The Borough will take down the dead trees of home owners and bill the owner.  DPW will make sure the residents get it out of the road.   A tree expert, or arborist, may need to look at it before removing it.  If it is obstructing views when coming around a turn, then it will have to come down.  Borough of Westwood should be contacted since they have great environmental issues.   Trees should be checked for health issues.  Check the size of trees after termination and recommend the Borough for replacement trees.  LUB gives the authority based on Shade Tree information, in letter form, and documentation.  No inventory on trees was ever done in Emerson.  Vice Chair Boyce mentioned that the trees have to come down between the empty bank and Starbucks.  Permits in the Building and LUB office should have them.  Vice Chair will examine info related to trees – 4 dockets – and check with the Administration.  
Certificate of Recognition and Certificate of Achievement.  The three Eagle Scout projects are basically completed for the ceremony.  Troop 67 will be disbanded after the scouts go through the ceremony.  On Sunday, May 21, 2017, the Emerson Environmental Commission and Mayor Lamatina, will be there to present Boy Scouts with their Certificates of Recognition at the Emerson High School.  On Saturday, August 5, 2017, other currently active Boy Scouts in the troops, will be given Certificates of Achievement.
ADDED STARTERS:  None at this time. 
ADJOURNMENT: 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Ms. Browne, seconded by Mr. Romanski, and carried.    

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Dondero, Secretary  


