THE  REGULAR  MEETING  OF  THE  EMERSON  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  WAS
HELD ON APRIL 12, 2018 AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE
BOROUGH HALL.

These Minutes have not been formally approved by the Emerson Board of Health and are
subject to change or modification at  the  next regular meeting at  which time they will be
adopted.

Roll Call:    Elaine Rizzo, Nicole Argenzia, Cindy Bischoff and Linda Lahey.  Also present 
  	        was  Public Health  Nurse  Kay Hodges, Peggy Di Lello, Health Assistant, and
                    Council liaison Karen Wolf.

Attendees:  Mayor Louis Lamatina
	        Councilman Brian Downing
	        Jodi Murphy, Westwood‘s Mayor Wellness Campaign Coordinator
  
Absent:      Susan Gibbons	      
               
Health Assistant notified the Board of Health members that in case of a fire follow the Fire Exit sign above the door and exit calmly.

The Board of Health  meeting was called to order at 7:48  p.m. by Board of Health President
Elaine Rizzo.

Mayor Lamatina introduced Jodi Murphy, who is the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign Coordinator  in Westwood.  Jodi noted that Westwood started the wellness program last year and met the criteria to receive a healthy town designation.  Westwood had a Forever Young Program, which is for 55 years and older; exercise classes, strengthening and conditioning classes, dance and yoga classes.  The goal is to promote health and wellness to all residents through activities and events for all ages and abilities.

Mayor Lamatina suggested that Emerson’s Board of Health and Recreation Commission work together on the wellness program.  The Mayor mentioned that the Board of Health could hand out brochures and explain the programs that are available.  Mayor Lamatina also suggested that the Board of Health contact Shop Rite’s dietician to attend the event.  Councilman Downing mentioned that a Blood Drive and Blood Pressure Screenings could be included in the wellness campaign.   

Councilman Downing noted that WAKO, World Association of Kickboxing, could be contacted as part of the wellness program.  The Red Bulls professional soccer team could train or speak to children in recreation.  There are basketball courts in Ackerman Park and baseball clinics which could be part of the wellness campaign.   

Other wellness programs could include Mayor’s Walk with Dogs, Mayor’s Walk with a Doctor and Mayor’s Walk with Senior Citizens.  
Mayor Lamatina noted that residents could walk the trail in Emerson Woods.  The communities
around Oradell reservoir are planning a regional park near Emerson Woods to include kayaking,
fishing and sailing for residents.  

Mayor Lamatina discussed having a Facebook Page for  advertising  the wellness programs that 
residents and surrounding communities may be interested in.  The Mayor suggested that Council 
liaison Karen Wolf  give  Jodi  the  email addresses of  each Board of Health member for Jodi to 
contact and provide a list of programs in other towns,  so that Emerson could participate in them.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Volunteers are much-needed to manage any wellness  event.  The Board of  Health,   Recreation 
Commission, Environmental Commission and Public Library should participate.

Mayor Lamatina asked the Board of Health to put Mayor’s Wellness Campaign on the agenda each month, and members can discuss what events the health department can participate in.  

Motion by Nicole Argenzia, Seconded by Cindy Bischoff, that the Minutes of March 8, 2018 be 
approved as written.

ER-yes       NA-yes       CB-yes      LL-yes

The Financial Report for March was accepted as submitted.

Northwest Bergen Regional Health Commission Activity Report for February was accepted as submitted.

The Emerson Board of Health appointed Dana Anello White as Deputy Registrar and Chantel 
Folkes as Alternate Deputy Registrar.

There are amendments to the Public Recreation Bath Code.  The staff has started to participate in training and are developing educational materials for pool owners and operators. 

All food establishments have received a Satisfactory rating for March 2018.           

Emerson Health Care

The health department received a complaint that food is placed in front of the nurse’s station alongside patients who are also sitting in that location.  The complainant feels that “cross contamination” can occur, as those patients have a problem with their bowels.  Complainant also stated that food being delivered to patients is cold.  The health inspector conducted a site inspection and  did  not observe  patients  near  the  food  trays  in front of  the nurse’s station.  A 
re-inspection was conducted and no violation was observed.

Kinderkamack Road follow up

Police Officer responded to the intersection of Kinderkamack Road and Dyer Avenue for the report of a chicken crossing the road.  The homeowner secured the chicken back into his residence.  During the site visit, the health inspector observed a chicken walking around the unfenced backyard. Health inspector advised the owner about licensing the chicken and complying with municipal code, which includes the coop being located 100 feet from any dwelling.  The property does not have 100 feet from any dwelling to comply and would need to be removed.  An email was also sent to the building department, as the resident was living in a basement apartment and wanted to be sure it was in compliance with town code.  Upon a follow up visit, the health inspector did not observe any chickens on the property and she left her card for the owner.  Health inspector spoke with the owner of the chicken and he advised he had returned it.  

Marianna Place

There were two complaints regarding garbage being piled up and neighbors seeing rodents.  The health inspector visited the property and saw a Shop Rite bag of garbage on the ground.  No other garbage was on the property, and no rat burrows visible or activity noted.

Brookdale Emerson

Influenza was identified in two residents.  An email with outbreak guidance information for long term care and other institutions was sent to the assisted living supervisor and regional nurse. The NJDOH Epidemiologist was copied on the email.  A nurse from Brookdale Emerson reported that there have been no new cases in over a week.  Three cases of influenza were seen in total.  The health officer sent him the Outbreak Report for Long Term Care and Other Institutions for completion.  The Outbreak Report was received and forwarded to M. Burkes, NJDOH Regional Epidemiologist.     

Armenian Home - Follow up from Previous Inquiry 

There were three cases of influenza at the Armenian Home.  Since the ninth case of influenza was over a week ago, control measures can be relaxed and the Outbreak Report for Long Term care and Other Institutions can be completed.  The Outbreak Report was received and forwarded to M. Burkes, NJDOH Regional Epidemiologist.

Vital Statistics Report

There were fifteen (15) deaths and one (1) marriage license application in March, 2018.

Health Education

NWBRHC participated in Bergen County CHIP Kick-Off Wellness Program, HUMC at Pascack Valley, on March 10, 2018, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Approximately, 120 individuals attended the event.  

Cradles to Crayons and Cradles to Crayons II have completed their school audit immunization report.

Communicable Disease Investigation included two cases of Lyme Disease.

The Public Health Nurse’s report for March was accepted as submitted.

Council liaison’s verbal report for February.
Council liaison Karen Wolf discussed the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign.
  
Payment of Vouchers:
Northwest Bergen Regional Health Commission:  	                         $4,916.10
Financial Report:							      564.00
NJ State Department of Health 3/1/18–3/31/18 Dog Licenses:          $     25.80
    
Resolution No. 3-18, re:  Appointment of Deputy Registrar and Alternate Deputy Registrar.

Roll Call:     ER-yes      NA-yes      CB-yes     LL-yes    
  

OLD BUSINESS:

There is no Old Business to discuss.


NEW BUSINESS:

Board of Health President Elaine Rizzo received a complaint regarding rubber gloves thrown on the ground in front of a resident’s home.  The complaint was forwarded to Health Officer Angela Musella, who spoke to the Director of Nursing at the Armenian Home.  The director mentioned that she would contact a visiting nurse from Valley Hospital, who draws the patient’s blood.  The Board of Health discussed this, and there should have been better communication regarding the matter.    

Motion by Nicole Argenzia, Seconded by Cindy Bischoff, that the Board of Health meeting be adjourned at 9:04 p.m.

Roll Call:    ER-yes         NA-yes         CB-yes       LL-yes


				Respectfully submitted,                                              




				Margaret Di Lello
				Health Assistant	 
