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MINUTES 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
May 5, 2020 
7:30 P.M. 

Borough Hall-Council Chambers 
Emerson, NJ 07630 

             
 
This meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Emerson will be held via the 
teleconferencing app GoToMeeting on May 5th, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. due to the COVID-19 
State of Emergency. 
 
 
ACCESS INFORMATION: 
 
Mayor and Council Regular Meeting - Tuesday, May 5, 2020  
Tue, May 5, 2020 7:30 PM - 11:30 PM (EDT)  
 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/688773709  
 
You can also dial in using your phone:  +1 (646) 749-3122  
 
Access Code: 688-773-709  
 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/688773709 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor DiPaola called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the May 5th, 2020 
Regular Meeting of the Emerson Governing Body. She said the meeting was being held 
by teleconference due to the COVID-19 virus outbreak.  She noted that the meeting was 
being videotaped and could be viewed from a link on the Borough website as well as on 
Verizon FIOS Channel 36 and Cablevision Channel 77. She read the Sunshine Statement 
announcing that the meeting of May 5th, 2020 had been adequately noticed and was in 
compliance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law.  Further, notice of this 
was sent to the Record and Ridgewood News on December 19, 2019 and noticed to said 
newspapers; posted at the entrances to Borough Hall, on the bulletin board in the 
Municipal Building and has remained continuously posted as required under the Statute.  
 
Access was provided to the general public via teleconferencing on the GoToMeeting 
application and a link and phone number to access the meeting was posted for the public. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/688773709
tel:+16467493122,,688773709
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/688773709
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II. ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Mayor DiPaola, Councilwoman Argenzia, Councilman Bayley, Councilwoman 
Dinallo, Councilman Gordon, Council President Hoffman  
 
Present via teleconference: Councilwoman McGuire 

 
Also present were Borough Administrator Robert Hermansen, Borough Attorney John 
McCann (via teleconference) and Borough Clerk Jane Dietsche  

 
III. EXCUSED ABSENCE OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBER 

 
Mayor DiPaola announced that no members of the Governing Body were absent from the 
previous meeting. 

 
IV. PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS 

• National Mental Health Awareness Month  
• Armed Forces Day – May 16, 2020 

 
Mayor DiPaola said copies of these proclamations would be posted on the Borough 
website. 
 

V. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 
• Resignation of Borough Redevelopment Attorney Richard Malagiere effective 

immediately 
 
Motion to approve the resignation of Borough Redevelopment Attorney Richard 
Malagiere effective immediately was moved by Council President Hoffman, 
seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
VI. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

• Regular Meeting Minutes of April 21, 2020 
 

Motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 21st, 2020 was moved 
by Councilman Gordon, seconded by Councilman Bayley and carried by a roll call 
vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
• Review and approve of release of select Closed Session Meeting Minutes from 2014 

and 2015 per attorney review 
 

Motion to approve the release to the public of select Closed Session Meeting 
Minutes from 2014 and 2015 was moved by Councilwoman Argenzia, seconded by 
Council President Hoffman and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 
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VII. FINANCIAL BUSINESS 
• Resolution No. 99-20 Extension of 2nd Quarterly Tax Payment Grace Period 

 
Mr. Hermansen stated that Governor Murphy had issued an Executive Order 
allowing municipalities to grant a one-month extension to pay property taxes until 
June 1st. Any payment received after June 1st would be subject to penalty reverting 
back to May 1st. He said the good news was that tax collection was slightly ahead this 
quarter compared to the previous quarter. Anyone having difficulty making tax 
payments should contact CFO Lauren Roehrer so they could work out a payment 
plan to help keep the interest rate low and manage their payments. He thanked Ms. 
Roehrer for doing a great job everyday for the benefit of the Borough. 
 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 99-20 Extension of 2nd Quarterly Tax Payment 
Grace Period until June 1st was moved by Councilwoman Dinallo, seconded by 
Councilwoman McGuire and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Open Space Grant – Discuss ideas and whether to apply – Deadline May 18, 2020 
 
Mr. Hermansen led a discussion with the Governing Body on an Open Space Grant 
opportunity. He thanked Council President Hoffman, Councilwoman McGuire, 
Councilman Bayley and Councilman Gordon for contacting him with ideas. The 
discussion centered on the proposal to create an all-purpose field in the area from the 
Villano School field to Hillman Field, as well as installing field lighting, building an 
amphitheater into the hill, creating two full basketball courts, and walking paths. He 
noted that Dr. Nisonoff, Business Administrator for the Emerson School District, was 
interested in the concept and said they would be willing to participate and contribute 
funds.  
 
Mr. Hermansen said the Borough could apply for grant funding through Open Space, 
Green Acres and other State programs, with each entity contributing a third – the 
Board of Education, the Borough of Emerson and the State/County. He said it would 
be a win for taxpayers. The project could be budgeted for beginning in the 2021 and 
2022 budget cycles and be done in phases. 
 
Council President Hoffman said the Open Space and Green Acre programs were 
matching grants and would entail a cost to Emerson taxpayers. He was skeptical that 
the Board of Education had extra funds for this project and asked why they had not 
used it for their construction project. He stated that the economy could be worse next 
year and unless the project was 100% funded, it was fiscally irresponsible and 
insulting to Emerson taxpayers. 
 
Councilwoman Dinallo said that people did not want to spend another cent in taxes; 
she did not think people could afford this. She thought it sounded too expensive for 
right now and was insensitive to taxpayers. 
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Mayor DiPaola said they would only look at the concept plan going forward over 
years; it would be an opportunity to make positive changes to the Borough. 
 
Councilwoman Argenzia said they should wait until the economy was stable and 
apply in future years; she thought it was silly. She added that there were other big 
expenses going on and said they should wait two to three years. 
 
Councilwoman McGuire said she had reservations about moving forward with a 
matching grant considering the current climate in the community. She was okay with 
the concept but hesitated to move forward with a project that was a want rather than a 
need. She noted that residents were losing jobs and it was not the time to move 
forward with a grant application. 
 
Councilman Bayley said they should give Mr. Hermansen time to do his homework 
and the Governing Body could make a decision after that.  
 
Mayor DiPaola said they were not spending any money by planning; they could 
apply and see if the economy was in a better spot. The project would reach all ages; 
the bandshell could be enjoyed by everyone. It would enhance living in Emerson and 
provide an opportunity for everyone to get together. 
 
At the conclusion of the discussion, Governing Body consensus was for Mr. 
Hermansen to flesh out a concept plan and report back on this item. 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
• Discussion of personnel policies related to the State of Emergency – Mr. McCann 

said that the Covid-19 crisis had created many employee issues. He said labor 
counsel had looked at many issues related to the Care Act, the new federal law which 
expanded benefits for those with the virus as well as those affected by it. He added 
that this situation created economic issues as well. Since the shutdown, a number of 
employees were being paid but were not working and they had to deal with this. He 
explained that New Jersey law required that an employee had to provide something 
while being paid and referenced employees at the library, schools and recreation 
programs. 
 

X. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES  
 

First Reading: 
 
 Mayor DiPaola announced that no ordinances were being introduced. 
 

XI. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Second Reading and Public Hearing: 
 
1611-20 CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EMERSON, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE MAKING OF VARIOUS 
PUBLIC ACQUISITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS IN, BY AND FOR THE 
BOROUGH, APPROPRIATING THEREFOR THE SUM OF $147,800 AND 
PROVIDING THAT SUCH SUM SO APPROPRIATED SHALL BE RAISED FROM 
THE BOROUGH'S CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND. 
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Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance No. 1611-20 
only was moved by Councilman Gordon, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and 
carried unanimously. 

 
 Tom Browne, 114 Pine Drive asked for an explanation of the ordinance. 
 

Hearing no more requests for comment, Mayor DiPaola asked for a motion to close the 
meeting to comments from the public on this ordinance only. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public on Ordinance No. 1611-20 
only was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilman Gordon and 
carried unanimously. 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 1611-20 on second reading was moved by Councilwoman 
Argenzia, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
1612-20 BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR 
REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY IN, BY AND FOR THE 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,410,900 TO PAY THE COST 
THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF 
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 

 
Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public on Bond Ordinance No. 
1612-20 only was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman 
Dinallo and carried unanimously. 

 
Tom Browne, 114 Pine Drive asked the purpose of the bond ordinance, commented on 
unemployment and said the Governing Body should respect and consider taxpayers when 
forming bonds and voting on spending. 
 
Hearing no more requests for comment, Mayor DiPaola asked for a motion to close the 
meeting to comments from the public on this ordinance only. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public on Bond Ordinance No. 
1612-20 only was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman 
Argenzia and carried unanimously. 

 
Motion to adopt Bond Ordinance 1612-20 on second reading was moved by 
Councilman Bayley, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call vote of 
5-0 with one abstention: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 ABSTAIN: McGuire 
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XII. REPORTS 
• Mayor DiPaola reported on the following: 

o The Class of 2020 would not be returning to school. A resident had donated a 
banner and asked to hang it over Main Street by the school. Governing Body 
consensus was to agree to this request. 

o Borough resident Roberta Blake was crafting 50 beautiful bows in support of 
essential workers during the Covid-19 crisis and asked to place them on light 
poles through town. Governing Body consensus was to agree to Ms. Blake’s 
request. They thanked her for generously donating her time and supplies. 
Mayor DiPaola encouraged residents to tie a ribbon around a tree or 
elsewhere on their property in support of everyone. 

o She gave an update on PSE&G milling and paving. She asked residents to 
follow the signs as there would be no door to door notification due to Covid-
19 related health concerns. Instead, PSE&G would be sending out mailed 
notifications. 

o Emerson would be joining the Board of Education in showing support for the 
Class of 2020 by lighting up the fields on Friday nights at 8:20 p.m. for 
twenty minutes and twenty seconds. She said that anyone in attendance must 
practice social distancing. 

o Assumption Church’s annual carnival had been cancelled due to the 
pandemic. She said everyone looked forward to a rescheduled event. 

o She said birthday drive-bys were a great way to keep children and adults 
happy but stressed that everyone must remain buckled in to their vehicle – 
they could not hang out the window or sunroof or this practice would be 
stopped. 

o She said that she was currently a member of the committee which was 
formed to look into conditions in Emerson’s long-term care facilities, but 
now needed to direct her attention elsewhere due to the lawsuit that was 
recently filed by Emerson Redevelopers Urban Renewal. She appointed 
Councilwoman Argenzia in her place. 

o She said the parks and fields were now open, but had observed a lot of bad 
behavior. If social distancing was not practiced, the Borough and Board of 
Education would be forced to close them again to keep everyone safe. 

o She was helping to deliver Meals on Wheels. The program was experiencing 
an increase in requests. She and Mr. Hermansen had visited veterans in town 
and dropped off supplies. She urged anyone in need to reach out to religious 
leaders who would help get food delivered and said there was help available 
if someone was having trouble putting food on the table. 

o The Building Department was currently open every day from 8:30 to 3:00 
p.m. Mr. Hermansen said the Mayor had been told that she had asked the best 
questions for two weeks in a row while on conference calls with the 
Governor. They took her question about opening the parks under 
consideration and reopened them. Her second question was related to pool 
permits. Technically speaking, the Borough was not allowed to issue pool 
permits at the present time but the Governor’s office said it was a fantastic 
question and they were working on it. He thanked the inspectors and the 
Building Department for doing a great job in very difficult times. 

o The Borough would be holding a free shredding day on Saturday, May 9th 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. outside Borough Hall. 

o She discussed the current total positive cases of Covid-19. Emerson had 177 
cases; 104 were in long term care facilities. 
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• Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen reported on the following: 

o Tax collection was a little ahead compared to the same time as the last 
quarter. Those who were unable to pay should contact CFO/Tax Collector 
Lauren Roehrer to make arrangements for partial payments. 

o Repairs to the firehouse floor were on track. He anticipated that bidding 
would take place the end of May and the project would be completed by 
October 1st. Councilman Bayley said he knew that many projects were 
behind schedule but commended Mr. Hermansen for keeping everyone’s feet 
to the fire to get this project done and applauded him for his hard work. 

o He thanked Mayor DiPaola and Ms. Dietsche for getting out important 
messages to residents via Swiftreach. He encouraged residents to sign up for 
Swiftreach and the Police and Borough Twitter accounts and check the 
Borough website for updates. 

o Emerson was almost in the top ten respondents for the 2020 Census in 
Bergen County. He said it was important to be counted. 

o He thanked Mayor DiPaola, Mr. McCann, Councilwoman McGuire and 
Council President Hoffman for investigating the concerns related to the 
number of positive cases of Covid-19 in long term care facilities. He noted 
there was a lack of response from the State and County. He, the Mayor and 
Mr. McCann had met to figure out why the numbers were exploding in 
Emerson and determined that it was due to positive cases in the nursing 
homes. He said that Emerson had been applauded in the paper that day for all 
they were doing. Shortly after Emerson launched its investigation, the State 
Attorney General put out a report stating that nursing homes were not doing 
what they were supposed to be doing. He thanked Mayor DiPaola and Mr. 
McCann for taking the lead on this. 
 

• Borough Attorney John McCann said the Borough was being sued by someone who 
was probably worth close to a half a billion dollars. He had drafted a very detailed 
memo last year outlining the rights and responsibilities of the Borough under the 
developer’s agreement. He said the Borough had an obligation which was contractual 
and they had an obligation to act in good faith. They had to proceed and there was 
really no undoing the development even though there was a strong political 
undercurrent in the community which opposed the development in general. To date 
that was what they had done.  
 
There were two reasons that the developer had filed its lawsuit. – they were trying to 
intimidate the Mayor and Council in general and the Mayor in particular. It appeared 
that it was poorly drafted and unclear; they were also suing the Mayor personally. 
They were required to do that if they were bringing a constitutional claim so he was 
going to assume, even though the complaint was poorly drafted, that the Mayor was 
being sued personally.  
 
The second reason was that they were trying to jump the gun because they knew that 
Emerson was bringing a substantial case against them for breach of contract. The 
purpose of Emerson bringing the action was very simple – the developer said he was 
not going to perform. He believed, in his opinion, that the Borough had a strong case.  
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He had asked Attorney Brian Giblin to look at it independently and render his 
judgement. Mr. Giblin concluded that the case could be brought against the 
gentleman worth a half a billion dollars. He said they were trying to gain some sort of 
legal leverage as to where they sat from a position perspective. 
 
The Borough had not brought suit yet mostly because of the health crisis and the 
court’s request not to bring these types of cases. However, the developer had decided 
to ignore the request of the courts. The substance of the complaint harkened back to 
the memo he had drafted over a year ago to the prior Mayor and Council. The 
developer was basically alleging that the Borough was not acting in good faith. He 
noted however, that the Borough had been completely transparent with the public and 
the Council had been fully briefed on where they were at and where they had been 
with the developer and that the bad faith statement was categorically false. He said 
the Mayor and Council should stand up to bullies and people trying to intimidate the 
town. 
 
He said that prior to Mayor DiPaola and the new Council taking office, the developer 
had unfettered access to the prior Mayor and pretty much got his way with every little 
thing. At this point, the Borough wanted the developer to follow the building code, 
follow the law, and make him jump through the required hoops that he was supposed 
to do.  Prior to that, Mr. McCann said he did not think that this was the case; the 
developer got what he wanted from the prior mayor. Mr. McCann said he was 
looking forward to the discovery process they were going to engage in and said that 
any prior mayor who used his emails was being put on notice not to destroy any 
emails on their hard drives; do not buy a new computer – keep it. He would be 
getting a letter from Mr. McCann very soon. He said he was telling him publicly to 
not destroy any emails on his personal computer. He said he was looking forward to 
the discovery process as you never knew what you would learn. 
 
He said that the Mayor and Council, in a bi-partisan way, had acted accordingly and 
proceeded in good faith. All should be commended for doing what was required 
under the law and doing what was required for the Borough of Emerson.  Mayor 
DiPaola said that to back up Mr. McCann’s statements, the Borough Clerk had access 
to the email archives and had already found several documents to support the 
statements that he had just made. Mr. McCann said they looked forward to letting the 
community in on everything they knew and didn’t know as it related to a few people. 

 
On other topics, Mr. McCann said he had held a conversation with the State Attorney 
General regarding the Borough’s committee which was investigating long term care 
facilities. The Attorney General had given him the name of someone who would be 
running a concurrent State investigation. He gave them his name and said he would 
be in touch with what they were doing in Emerson so they were all on the same page 
as to what they were trying to accomplish.  
 
They were also looking at employment matters, it was a tedious legal matter and 
would require reviewing the State Constitution as it pertained to workers 
compensation and unemployment law. He said that these were challenging times for 
the Borough. He noted that Mayor DiPaola wanted to do things the right way so no 
one’s constitutional rights were violated and all were treated properly. 
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Mayor DiPaola reported that Covid-19 testing was being held for those who were 
asymptomatic at Bergen Community College and New Bridge Medical Center.  She 
also said the Environmental Commission would be holding a virtual meeting on May 
27th via GoToMeeting. The Community Garden was scheduled to open later in the 
month. There would be safety precautions that had to be adhered to. They were doing 
half plots so that more residents would have the opportunity to garden. 
 

• Good and Welfare 
 

Councilman Bayley said the Borough was moving along with repairs to the firehouse 
floor. He was very impressed with Mr. Hermansen and the job he was doing. 
 
Councilwoman McGuire said the Recreation Commission would be holding a virtual 
meeting on May 6th at 7:30 p.m. via GoToMeeting. The link could be found on the 
Borough website and people could participate by clicking on the link. She urged 
residents to shop local to support Emerson merchants. She thanked employees and 
volunteers who had helped keep the Borough running during this time. She hoped 
that everyone was enjoying the weather and the parks in a safe way. 
 
Councilman Bayley said he was happy that Councilwoman McGuire was feeling 
better. Councilwoman McGuire thanked everyone for the flowers and cards. 
 
Councilwoman Dinallo said schools would be closed until the end of the year. She 
thanked M&T Bank for reaching to local businesses trying to get them loans and said 
that there was an article in the newspaper noting that they were one of the top banks 
in the country for reaching out and helping people.  
 
Mayor DiPaola said a list of open non-food establishments would be posted on the 
website in order to help the Chamber of Commerce and all local businesses. She 
asked people to shop local before going to a box store. 
 
Council President Hoffman said the Shade Tree Commission would be planting trees 
this year and planned to hold a virtual meeting so they could discuss upcoming plans. 
He had been approached by a couple of residents who were very complimentary of 
the Mayor and the job she was doing. They appreciated her announcements and said 
they were very clear, informative and articulate.  They had thanked her and the 
Governing Body for what they were doing. 
 
Councilman Gordon thanked first responders, teachers, residents and businesses for 
being open. He also thanked everyone who sat on the Council. The graduating class 
of 2020 hoped to get together on the field while maintaining social distancing for a 
yearbook picture. 
 
Councilwoman Argenzia thanked everyone for their due diligence for working very 
hard and keeping residents safe and informed. She appreciated that the parks had 
been opened. She thanked Mr. Hermansen, Mayor DiPaola and all emergency 
services for doing the birthday parades – it made the kids very happy. 
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Council President Hoffman asked if there was any information about a Memorial 
Day ceremony. Mayor DiPaola said that OEM Coordinator Lt. Savino was doing a 
good job of keeping everyone updated. She had discussed a Memorial Day event 
with him that day and hoped not to cancel it even if they had to do it virtually. She 
wanted to recognize all who gave the ultimate sacrifice and commemorate them in 
some way but they were still on the fence as to how to do so. They hoped to hold 
some kind of service. Information would be posted on the website and shared through 
a Swiftreach message. She hoped everything would get back to normal as soon as 
possible. 

 
XIII. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilman 
Gordon, seconded by Councilman Bayley and carried unanimously. 

 
Kate Stutzel, 186 Eagle Drive thanked everyone for holding the meeting and for their 
hard work during the global pandemic. She thanked everyone who had been involved in 
Meals on Wheels and for publicizing Ask Umbrella which provided volunteer delivery of 
groceries. She said she had concerns about the case filed by the redeveloper and asked 
about the cost to fight versus the cost to settle and how it would impact the Borough’s 
Fair Share Housing agreement.  
 
Mr. McCann said this was not an issue about raring for a fight; it was about the 
taxpayers. It was relevant how the agreement came into place and related to a number of 
issues about why the Borough was suing the developer for breach of contract. He said the 
previous mayor used scare tactics in what was really a simple matter. There was a breach 
of contract that the Borough was going to file against the developer. The developer had 
decided to try to intimidate the Borough; in his opinion there were frivolous claims made 
in the developer’s complaint. He said the government had not dragged its feet; if 
anything, the developer had dragged his feet as it related to documents to be supplied.  

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Council 
President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman Dinallo and carried unanimously. 

 
XIV. RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA  

 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda Resolution No. 100-20 was moved by Council 
President Hoffman, seconded by Councilman Bayley and carried by a roll call vote of 6-
0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
 CA 100-20  Renew Laundry License J Fancy Cleaners for period May 1, 2020 through 

April 30, 2021 
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XV. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION – Resolution No. 101-20 
 
Motion to go into an executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as 
duly noticed by Resolution No. 101-20 was moved by Councilwoman Argenzia, 
seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 
 
#20-5/05-14 Personnel Discussion   N.J.S.A. 10-4-8 
#20-5/05-15 Litigation – Redevelopment  N.J.S.A. 10-4-7 
 

XVI. RECONVENE 
 

The Borough of Emerson reserves the right to return to Open Session and, if appropriate, 
take formal action. 

 
Motion to reconvene was moved, seconded and carried unanimously. 

 
Motion to indemnify Danielle DiPaola, Mayor of the Borough of Emerson, who is 
being sued by the plaintiff Emerson Redevelopers Urban Renewal LLC in Case # Civil 
Action No. 20-CV-4728-MCA-MAH filed in Federal Court on April 22, 2020 for up to 
$20,000 in legal fees was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by 
Councilman Bayley and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
Mr. Hermansen announced that based on a Closed Session discussion, there would be a 
hiring freeze for all but essential employees including part-time employees and summer 
part-time employees. He also announced that the Governing Body and administration had 
recommended a pay freeze, as well as a hiring freeze. 

 
XVII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor DiPaola, a motion to adjourn 
was moved, seconded and carried at 10:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Jane Dietsche, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
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