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MINUTES 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
July 18, 2017 

7:30 P.M. 
Borough Hall-Council Chambers 

Emerson, NJ 07630 
             
 

I. Mayor Lamatina called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and identified the emergency exits. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Lamatina asked Mr. Hoffmann to call the roll of the Governing Body. 
 
Present: Mayor Lamatina, Councilwoman DiPaola Councilman Downing, Councilman 
Falotico, Council President Knoller, Councilman Lazar, Councilman Worthington 

  
Also present were Borough Attorney Wendy Rubinstein and Borough Administrator Robert 
Hoffmann substituting as Deputy Clerk in the absence of Borough Clerk Jane Dietsche. 
 

III. EXCUSED ABSENCE OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBER 
• Absence of Councilwoman DiPaola and Councilman Worthington from the Regular 

Meeting of June 27, 2017 
 
Motion to excuse the absence of Councilwoman DiPaola and Councilman 
Worthington from the Regular Meeting of June 27, 2017 was moved by Council 
President Knoller, seconded by Councilman Falotico and carried. Councilwoman 
DiPaola and Councilman Worthington abstained. 
 

IV. PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS 
• Congratulating Emerson Baseball Team  
• Congratulating Katie Falotico for Softball Achievements 
• Congratulating Eran Peci for Pole Vaulting Achievements 
• Congratulating Sophia Castronovo for Track Achievements 
• Congratulating Adrianna Gobin for Pole Vaulting Achievements 

 
V. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 

• Resolution No. 194-17 Permanent Appointment of Officer Sean Croal to the Emerson 
Police Department 
 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 194-17 Permanent Appointment of Officer Sean 
Croal to the Emerson Police Department was moved by Council President Knoller, 
seconded by Councilman Downing and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  DiPaola, Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 M I N  N o .  1 5  A P P R O V E D  F O R  R E L E A S E  &  C O N T E N T  8 - 1 5 - 1 7   

• Resolution No. 195-17 Permanent Appointment of Officer George Featherstone to the 
Emerson Police Department 

 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 195-17 Permanent Appointment of Officer 
George Featherstone to the Emerson Police Department was moved by Council 
President Knoller, seconded by Councilman Falotico and carried by a roll call vote of 
6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  DiPaola, Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 

 
VI. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

• Regular and Closed Session Meeting Minutes of June 27, 2017 
 

Motion to approve the Regular and Closed Session Regular Meeting Minutes of June 
27, 2017 with corrections was moved by Council President Knoller, seconded by 
Councilman Lazar and carried unanimously. 

 
VII. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
Mayor Lamatina stated that copies of the correspondence were available in the Office of the 
Municipal Clerk. 
 
• Letter dated June 20, 2017 from Kimberli Craft, P.E., NJ Society of Municipal 

Engineers; Re: 2017 Municipal Engineering Project of the Year Awards 
• Letter from Borough of Harrington Park dated June 29, 2017; Re: Notice of Public 

Hearing 
• Email dated June 30, 2017 from New Jersey Municipal Clerks’ Association; Re: 

Affordable Housing and Police and Fire Contracts 
 
VIII. FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

• Resolution No. 196-17 Bill List 
 

Motion to approve Resolution No. 196-17 Bill List was moved by Councilman 
Worthington, seconded by Councilman Falotico and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  DiPaola, Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 

 
• Resolution No. 197-17 Capital Budget Amendment Resolution 

 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 197-17 Capital Budget Amendment was moved 
by Councilman Lazar, seconded by Councilman Downing and carried by a roll call vote 
of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  DiPaola, Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 

 
IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Appraisal – 156 Palisade Avenue – Mr. Hoffmann explained that this item had been placed 
on the agenda to discuss the feasibility of selling the property and putting it back on the 
tax rolls. The Governing Body discussed the monetary value in the latest appraisal as well 
as whether there was value in putting it back on the tax rolls. This discussion was tabled 
to the August 15th meeting. 
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• Resolution No. 198-17 of the Borough Council of the Borough of Emerson, County of 
Bergen, State of New Jersey, Confirming Certain Properties Previously Designated as An 
Area in Need of Redevelopment Be Removed from the Redevelopment Area 

 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 198-17 of the Borough Council of the Borough 
of Emerson, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, Confirming Certain Properties 
Previously Designated as An Area in Need of Redevelopment Be Removed from the 
Redevelopment Area was moved by Councilman Falotico, seconded by Council 
President Knoller and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  DiPaola, Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 

 
X. NEW BUSINESS 

• Resolution No. 199-17 Urging the State Legislature to Extend the 2% Cap on Police and 
Fire Arbitration Contract Awards 

 
Councilman Falotico was opposed to this resolution, explaining that it put undue 
restrictions on two professions in the State and that this goal could be accomplished 
through collective bargaining. Council President Knoller and Councilman Lazar 
concurred with Councilman Falotico’s remarks and said it was unfair. 
 
Mayor Lamatina asked for a motion to approve Resolution No. 199-17 Urging the State 
Legislature to Extend the 2% Cap on Police and Fire Arbitration Contract Awards. No 
motion was made and the resolution failed. 
 

• Resolution No. 200-17 Authorizing the Execution of a Second Amendment to the 
Redevelopment Agreement 

 
Ms. Rubinstein explained that this resolution provided further clarification on the 
Borough’s affordable housing obligation for the Redevelopment area. It specifically set 
forth that 15% must be onsite and 5% could be onsite, off site or payment in lieu of 
taxes. She noted that the original redeveloper’s agreement only provided the onus of a 
20% set aside but did not specify that 15% had to be placed on site. The Special Master 
was very much in favor of the 15% on site as was the Fair Share Housing Center. 
Another amendment was to clarify costs if eminent domain was used. 
 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 200-17 Authorizing the Execution of a Second 
Amendment to the Redevelopment Agreement was moved by Councilman Downing, 
seconded by Council President Knoller and carried by a roll call vote of 5-1. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 
NO: DiPaola 
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XI. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
First Reading: 

 
Mayor Lamatina announced that Mr. Hoffmann would read the following ordinance by title 
and it would be further considered at a Public Hearing to be held on August 15, 2017 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall, Municipal Place, Emerson, N.J. and 
published in the July 21st, 2017 edition of the Ridgewood News.  He added that the 
ordinance was on file in the Clerk’s Office and posted on the official bulletin board of the 
Municipal Building where copies would be available to the General Public at no charge.  

 
1543-17 CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EMERSON, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF 
EASEMENTS IN REAL PROPERTY FOR THE KINDERKAMACK ROAD 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH, APPROPRIATING 
THEREFOR THE SUM OF $25,000 AND PROVIDING THAT SUCH SUM SO 
APPROPRIATED SHALL BE RAISED FROM THE BOROUGH'S CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

 
Motion to introduce Capital Ordinance No. 1543-17 on first reading was moved by 
Councilman Downing, seconded by Council President Knoller and carried by a roll call vote 
of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  DiPaola, Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 

 
XII. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 

 
Mayor Lamatina stated that no ordinances were being adopted this evening. 
 

XIII. REPORTS 
• Mayor and Council  

  
 Councilwoman DiPaola had no report. 
 

Councilman Falotico said he had attended a Land Use Board meeting on June 15th. He 
had been in contact with Assemblyman Auth’s office to schedule a meeting with New 
Jersey Transit to discuss where the train stopped and how it could be positioned to 
avoid blocking Kinderkamack Road. He was happy to report that Assemblyman Auth 
and Jack Fornaro a legislative aide to Senator Cardinale, had been great and that a 
meeting would take place shortly. He would report back when he had more information. 
 
Councilman Lazar gave the June report for the Building Department. He said that 
Property Maintenance Inspectors and other personnel were out there doing their job. 
They were writing up any infractions that did not comply with Borough ordinances, but 
giving residents and business owners time to correct any issues. It made the Borough a 
better place. He also reported on the Department of Public Works for the month of 
June. They were doing a great job and saving taxpayers money by eliminating the need 
to go out and hire professionals. They were keeping up with all their training and doing a 
lot more than in the past, which was showing in their performance and safety record. 
They were cleaning catch basins and streams which eliminated a lot of the backups and 
flooding which occurred in the past. 
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Council President Knoller gave the Police Department report for June and part of July. 
He also discussed the upcoming opening of the Veteran’s Housing for disabled veterans 
and said that the organization Making-It-Home was accepting donations to furnish the 
homes. He and Mayor Lamatina were planning to visit some businesses to obtain 
sponsorships for the veterans. He commended Unity Bank for donating $1,400 to 
Making-It-Home. Councilman Downing was also reaching out to organizations for 
sponsorships and donations as well. He said that it was a great thing for the town and 
said that whatever they could do to help, they would do. He hoped to get these homes 
fully furnished for veterans who gave more than their fair share for us. 

 
Councilman Downing said that Summer Recreation Camp was going very well and the 
Community Garden at Centennial Park was fully stocked, with all plots taken. 
 
Councilman Worthington had no report. 
 
Mayor Lamatina discussed the July Pascack Valley Mayors’ meeting where the invited 
guest was Captain Bill Sheehan, the River Keeper. He had been talking to Mr. Sheehan 
about access to the Oradell reservoir. The property was owned by Suez Water which 
would have to okay it but his goal was to have kayaking and a sailing school out of the 
reservoir. Mayor Lamatina said the Pascack Mayors agreed to propose a resolution at 
their September meeting. County Freeholders Ganz and Amoroso were very excited by 
the idea and said it played well with the County’s recent park survey. He said they were 
looking to make nature available and usable and would report back in August or 
September.  
 
Mayor Lamatina also discussed the installation of the light at the intersection of Lincoln 
Boulevard and Kinderkamack Road. He said people need to be courteous coming south 
on Kinderkamack Road and be aware that there was a feeder road coming in. He also 
discussed installing a stop line before Jefferson Avenue on the southbound side and 
noted that the situation would be monitored. 
 
Council President Knoller thanked the family of Jim Wagner for their generous 
donation of $2,500 in honor of the 10th anniversary of Jim Wagner’s passing. 
 

• Borough Administrator Robert Hoffmann reported on the following: 
o A cantilever had been installed for one of the New Jersey Transit signals at the 

Kinderkamack Road railroad crossing. Another cantilever was scheduled to be 
installed and then they will be changing out the gate.  

o All but one telephone pole had been installed. 
o This morning the traffic signal at Lincoln Boulevard was activated. The voice 

activated signals for the crosswalk were programmed and working well. 
o Milling and paving was scheduled to take place in August. 
o A resolution was on the agenda about new bus stops. They had been agreed to 

back in 2013 or earlier. The County had designed the Kinderkamack Road 
project with these bus stops in mind. The Emerson Plaza West stop was 
currently at a temporary location and would be moved when the Central 
Business District project was complete. 

o The County had been unable to strike the tax rate for the Borough due to the 
increase in school district aid. This increase in state aid was disclosed after the 
late adoption of the State budget. The Borough found out about this on Friday, 
July 14th. He anticipated that tax bills would go out within the next two weeks. 
He explained that the deadline for paying taxes is 25 days from the date of 
mailing and there would be an extension for tax payments. 
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• Borough Clerk Jane Dietsche was absent. 
 

• Borough Attorney Wendy Rubinstein said there had been a case management 
conference with the judge on the affordable housing action the previous week. The 
judge had extended the immunity to August 31st. All parties were in agreement that the 
Borough was moving forward. There would be an update in mid-August. 

 
XIV. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilwoman 
DiPaola, seconded by Council President Knoller and carried. 

 
Seeing no hands, Mayor Lamatina asked for a motion to close the meeting to comments from 
the public. 
 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilman 
Lazar, seconded by Councilman Falotico and carried. 

 
XV. RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA NO. 201-17 

 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda No. 201-17 was moved by Council President 
Knoller, seconded by Councilman Falotico and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  DiPaola, Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 

. 
CA 202-17 Borough of Emerson Bergen County Proposed Bus Stop – Emerson Plaza 

West  
CA 203-17 Approve Cancellation of Completed Funded Capital Improvement 

Authorizations 
 

XVI. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION - Resolution No. 204-17 
 
Mayor Lamatina announced that item #17-07/18-41 Personnel – Salary Ordinance was 
being pulled from Closed Session. 
 
Motion to go into an executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as duly 
noticed by Resolution No. 204-17 with item #17-07/18-41 Personnel – Salary Ordinance 
removed was moved by Councilman Lazar, seconded by Councilman Falotico and carried 
by a roll call vote of 6-0 at 8:51 p.m. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  DiPaola, Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 
 
#17-07/18-40 PBA Negotiations – Memorandum of Understanding  N.J.S.A. 10:4-4 
#17-07/18-41 Personnel – Salary Ordinance      N.J.S.A. 10:4-8 
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XVII. RECONVENE 
 
The Borough of Emerson reserves the right to return to Open Session and, if appropriate, 
take formal action. 
 
Motion to reconvene was moved by Council President Knoller, seconded by 
Councilman Falotico and carried at 9:15 p.m. 
 
First Reading:  
 
1541-17 AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARIES, WAGES, COMPENSATION 
AND OTHER TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2017 

 
Motion to authorize Mayor Lamatina and a member of the Appropriate Authority to 
execute the Memorandum of Agreement with the Emerson Police Benevolent Association 
as approved by the Labor Counsel after it is signed by the PBA representatives was moved 
by Council President Knoller, seconded by Councilman Downing and carried by a roll call 
vote of 6-0. 
RC: Council members: 
YES:  DiPaola, Falotico, Lazar, Knoller, Downing, Worthington 

 
XVIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor Lamatina, a motion to adjourn 
was moved by Councilman Lazar, seconded by Councilman Falotico and carried at 9:17 
p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
 
Jane Dietsche, RMC 
Borough Clerk 

 


