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MINUTES  

BOROUGH OF EMERSON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

August 11, 2020 
7:30 P.M. 

Borough Hall-Council Chambers 
Emerson, NJ 07630 

 
 

This meeting will be open to the public in person and via teleconference. To maintain social 
distancing, kindly note that there will be a limit of 25 individuals permitted in the Council Chambers 
at one time. In addition, each person’s temperature will be taken and anyone with a temperature 
above 100.4 will be asked to leave to ensure the health and well-being of other attendees. Members 
of the public will be required to wear masks as well as required under the state guidelines. We 
thank you for your understanding as we seek to reopen to the public in a safe manner. 

 
For those members of the public that wish to participate in this meeting but choose not to 
attend in person, this meeting will also be held via the teleconferencing app GoToMeeting. 

 
Please join this meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/555205901 

 
You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (872) 240-3412 

 
Access Code: 555-205-901 

 
A meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Emerson, held in the Borough Hall, 
Municipal Place, Emerson, NJ on August 11, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Please turn off your cell phone ring tones. In case of a fire, follow the Fire Exit signs above the 
doors to your right and left in the Council Chambers and exit calmly. 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor DiPaola called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the 
August 11th, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Emerson Governing Body. She noted that the 
meeting was being videotaped and could be viewed from a link on the Borough website as 
well as on Verizon FIOS Channel 36 and Cablevision Channel 77. She read the Sunshine 
Statement announcing that the meeting of August 11th, 2020 had been adequately noticed 
and was in compliance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law.  Further, notice 
of this meeting was sent to the Record and Ridgewood News on December 19, 2019 and 
noticed to said newspapers; posted at the entrance to Borough Hall, on the bulletin board in 
the Municipal Building and has remained continuously posted as required under the Statute.  
 
For those who did not wish to attend in person, access was provided to the general public via 
teleconferencing on the GoToMeeting application and a link and phone number to access the 
meeting was posted for the public. 

 

 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/555205901
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II. ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Mayor DiPaola, Councilwoman Argenzia, Councilman Bayley, Councilwoman 
Dinallo, Councilman Gordon, Council President Hoffman, Councilwoman McGuire 
 
Also present were Borough Administrator Robert Hermansen, Borough Clerk Jane Dietsche 
and Deputy Clerk Coleen Goddel (via teleconference). 
 
Borough Attorney John McCann arrived at 9:00 p.m. 

 
III. EXCUSED ABSENCE OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBER 

 
Mayor DiPaola announced that no Governing Body members had been absent from the 
previous meeting. 

IV. PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS 
 
Mayor DiPaola announced that there were no proclamations or citations that evening. 

V. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 
• RESIGNATIONS 

o Shade Tree Commission 
 Resignation of Margaret Boyce as Chair/Regular Member for the unexpired 

  initial five-year term ending 12/31/23 effective immediately 
 

Motion to accept the resignation of Margaret Boyce as the Chair/Regular 
Member of the Shade Tree Commission for the unexpired initial five-year term 
ending of 12/31/23 effective immediately was moved by Council President 
Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried unanimously. 

 
  Resignation of Joseph Polvere as a Regular Member for the unexpired three-     

year initial term ending 12/31/21 effective 6/25/20 
 

Motion to accept the resignation of Joseph Polvere as a Regular Member for 
the unexpired three-year initial term ending 12/31/21 effective 6/25/20 was 
moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire 
and carried unanimously. 

 
• MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 

o Shade Tree Commission  
 Appointment of David Colin as a Regular Member for the initial 

unexpired three-year term ending 12/31/21 
 

o Recreation Commission 
      Appointment of Andrea Lauterback as the Alternate II member for the 

unexpired five-year term ending 12/31/22 
 

Mayor DiPaola announced that she was appointing David Colin to the Shade Tree 
Commission as a Regular member for the initial three-year unexpired term ending 
12/31/21. She also announced that she was appointing Andrea Lauterback as the 
Alternate II member of the Recreation Commission for the unexpired five-year 
term ending 12/31/22.
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VI.   MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 
• Regular and Closed Session Meeting Minutes of July 21, 2020 

 
Motion to approve the Regular and Closed Session Meeting Minutes of July 21st, 
2020 was moved by Councilman Gordon, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and 
carried unanimously. 

 
VII.   CORRESPONDENCE 

 
Mayor DiPaola announced that copies of the correspondence are available in the office of 
the Municipal Clerk. 
 
• Email from Kate Stutzel dated July 29, 2020; RE: New Emerson lots for affordable 

housing 
• Email from Warrin Minck dated July 30, 2020; Re: Downtown redevelopment 
• Various emails dated July 22, 2020 through today from NJ Department of 

Community Affairs, NJ DEP and Bergen County Health Department; Re: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Updates. 

• Email from Tanya Davis at Verizon dated August 6, 2020; Re: Notice of its August 
5, 2020 filing of an Application for a renewal of a system-wide Cable Television 
Franchise with the Office of Cable Television and Telecommunications of the State 
of New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. 

 
VIII.   FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

• Resolution No. 149-20 Bill List 
 

Motion to adopt Resolution No. 149-20 Bill List was moved by Councilman Bayley, 
seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
• Resolution No. 150-20 RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF EMERSON, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
DESIGNATING A $786,598 BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE, DATED JULY 28, 
2020, PAYABLE JULY 28, 2021, AS A "QUALIFIED TAX-EXEMPT 
OBLIGATION" PURSUANT TO SECTION 265(b)(3) OF THE INTERNAL 
REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS AMENDED. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution No. 150-20 was moved by Councilman Bayley, 
seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
IX.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Discussion of Appropriate Authority – Mayor DiPaola requested that the order of 
business be rearranged to await the arrival of Mr. McCann.  

 
Motion to suspend the discussion of the Appropriate Authority until Borough 
Attorney John McCann arrived was moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by 
Council President Hoffman and carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 



MIN No. 16   APPROVED FOR RELEASE & CONTENT 9-1-20 
 
• Recodification Review – Ms. Dietsche provided an update on the ongoing process of 

recodifying the Borough Code. 
 
• Discussion of snow shoveling for seniors – Mayor DiPaola said she had proposed this 

initiative when she was a councilmember and wanted to go forward with the plan for 
the upcoming winter. She noted that as a community, Emerson should be able to 
provide this service to seniors and the disabled. She asked that a press release be 
prepared for publication to seek volunteers. Council President Hoffman asked about 
the Borough’s liability; Mayor DiPaola said this would be a question for the Borough 
Attorney and the risk managers. Governing Body consensus was to move ahead with 
the program and work out the particulars as necessary. 

 
Motion to establish a committee to do snow shoveling for seniors and the disabled 
was moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried 
unanimously. 

 
• Discussion of selection of engineer for NJDOT Streetscape Project – Mr. Hermansen 

said the Borough had been asked to select one of four engineering firms to perform the 
planning and design of the Kinderkamack Road Streetscape Improvement Project. As 
long as one of these firms were chosen, there would be no cost to the Borough for these 
services, allowing more grant funding to be used for the actual project. He had reviewed 
the four firms and recommended that McCormick Taylor be selected. He stated that 
they were a firm which could provide the smaller town feel to the project. Mayor 
DiPaola said the design must match the original streetscape. 

 
O Resolution No. 151-20 Selection of Engineer for NJDOT Streetscape Project 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution No. 151-20 Selection of McCormick Taylor as the 
engineering firm for the NJDOT Streetscape Project was moved by Council President 
Hoffman, seconded by Councilman Bayley and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
X.   NEW BUSINESS 

• Discussion of Recommissioning Historic Preservation Committee – Councilwoman 
McGuire said she had requested that this item be placed on the agenda before Covid-
19. The Historic Preservation Element Subcommittee had met with the Borough 
Planner in March. The Planner recommended that the Historic Preservation Committee 
be recommissioned. This would allow them the ability to prepare and maintain historic 
sites in Emerson. As a commission, they could recommend the designation of historic 
sites to the Governing Body, review Land Use Board applications and apply for grants. 
She said this topic did not need to be addressed at this meeting and suggested that it be 
revisited after the pandemic settled down. 

• Discussion   of   Transportation   Alternatives   Set-Aside   Program   –   Request   for 
Applications – Mr. Hermansen said he had received information about a TAP grant 
which could range from $150,000 to $1 million. It would provide federal funds for 
bike paths, off road trails, historic preservation and rehabilitation. He asked the 
Governing Body to take a look at this and provide feedback on any ideas. He would 
reach out to the Borough’s grant writer, Bruno and Associates as well. 
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Mr. Hermansen also discussed a safety issue at the intersection of Lincoln Boulevard 
and Kinderkamack Road. He said the fence installed to block off the Block 419 
construction site was impeding visibility and was a safety hazard to pedestrians as well 
bicyclists riding on the sidewalk. Assistant County Engineer Nancy Dargis and 
Construction Official Rich Silvia had inspected the intersection with Mr. Hermansen 
and recommended eliminating the right turn on red at Kinderkamack Road to head 
south from Lincoln Boulevard. After the Block 419 construction was completed, this 
topic could be revisited. After discussion, Governing Body consensus was to agree to 
adopt a resolution endorsing this change and sending it to the Bergen County Board of 
Freeholders for consideration at their next meeting. 
 
Motion to ask the County of Bergen to alter the traffic pattern at the turning lane on 
Lincoln Boulevard travelling east for vehicles making a right-hand turn onto 
Kinderkamack Road by installing a no turn on red sign was moved by Councilman 
Bayley, seconded by Council President Hoffman and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
XI.   INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

Mayor DiPaola announced that no ordinances were being introduced. 

XII.   ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 

Mayor DiPaola announced that no ordinances were being adopted. 

XIII.   REPORTS 

• Mayor and Council 

Councilman Bayley said he was pleased with the Firehouse floor renovation and 
thanked Mr. Hermansen for his leadership. 
 
Councilwoman McGuire said the Recreation Commission had cancelled the end of 
summer fireworks event and the summer movie night because to Covid-19. They 
looked forward to hosting events for the community in the future when everything 
settled down. The Police Department was busy last week assisting residents during the 
recent power outages with traffic control and any other ways they could help and 
thanked them as well as everyone else who worked on that. She hoped all Emerson 
residents enjoyed the month of August. 
 
Councilwoman Dinallo said the Chamber of Commerce did not have a lot going on due 
to Covid-19 They were in active negotiations to hold a blood drive next October. The 
Board of Education was preparing to open schools and were ordering safety supplies 
for staff and students. Construction at Memorial School was ahead of schedule. 
Construction was resuming at Emerson Junior/Senior High School. The first day of 
school for students was scheduled for September 14 so that staff could receive health 
training before students returned. 
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Council President Hoffman said there had been quite a bit of tree damage from 
Hurricane Isaias. The Department of Public Works had done a great job cleaning up. 
DPW Superintendent Perry Solimando and Shade Tree Inspector Steve Frassa were 
assessing the cost of tree damage. He noted it would probably be quite expensive; they 
were making up a priority list for the tree contractor. He asked the public to be patient; 
there had been incredible damage from such a short storm. Mayor DiPaola asked Mr. 
Hermansen to look into FEMA reimbursements based on the state of emergency 
declared during the storm. 
 
Councilwoman Argenzia gave the July report of the Volunteer Ambulance Corps. She 
said they were awaiting asphalt and an electrician. Once that was complete, the doors 
could be installed. Mr. Gordon noted that the asphalt had been placed. Mr. Hermansen 
aid they were working hard to get the building done. 
 
Councilman Gordon gave the July reports of the Police Department and Department of 
Public Works. The DPW had prepared for tropical storm Isaias by cleaning streams, 
brooks and catch basins. Barricades had been set up in areas prone to flooding. After 
the storm, they cleaned up fallen branches and trees. They were working to clean up 
any curbside debris throughout town. They were continuing online JIF and NJDEP 
training classes. 
 
Mayor DiPaola reported on the following: 
o The Volunteer Fire Department had invited the Governing Body and public to 

their 9-11 Memorial Ceremony on September 11th at 6:30 p.m. She appreciated 
the fact that they held this solemn ceremony and encouraged residents to 
remember the lives lost on that day. 

o Lawn debris would continue to be picked up by Gaeta Recycling on Thursday 
due to the volume of debris.  

o Responses to the 2020 Census had surpassed the response rate in 2010. She said 
census population results help determine grant opportunities.  

o She thanked OEM Coordinator Lt. Mark Savino and Deputy OEM Coordinator 
DPW Superintendent Perry Solimando for their help during the storm. She also 
thanked the Police Department, Fire Department and DPW for the long hours 
they worked helping after the storm. 

o The August meeting of the Senior Citizens Club had been cancelled. The end of 
summer picnic and fireworks and drive-in movie night had been cancelled as 
well. 

o On August 6th the Borough held a competitive sale for its $6,820,000 General 
Improvement Bonds. The winning bidder was Robert W. Baird with a net interest 
cost of 1.184%. The borough will be paying $565,700 in interest over the life of 
the bonds, a savings of $629,175 over projections. The Borough’s bond rating of 
AA+ with Standard and Poor’s was affirmed. The rating reflected the Borough’s 
very strong economy, very strong budgetary flexibility very strong liquidity and 
strong debt and contingent liability position. 
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o The 3rd quarter tax collection cycle had finished. After the deadline, the Tax 
Collector is unable to waive finance charges. However, if a resident could not pay 
on time, they could reach out to her to discuss a payment plan. 

o Borough Architect Kevin Settembrino had reached out to her to revisit the 
Borough Hall project based on Covid-19. He was preparing a spreadsheet with 
more design options and the amount that could be saved. The only area that could 
be reduced in size as the new building. He would require high level direction on 
September 1st after presenting six scenarios and move forward at that time. 

 
Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen reported on the following: 

o The Volunteer Fire Department had invited the Governing Body and public to 
their 9-11 Memorial Ceremony on September 11th at 6:30 p.m. She appreciated 
the fact that they held this solemn ceremony and encouraged residents to 
remember the lives lost on that day. 

o He said the County had given a seminar on the Cares Act and had used 
spreadsheets prepared by CFO Lauren Roehrer and DPW Superintendent Perry 
Solimando as the example of how to do things right. He and Mayor DiPaola 
commended them on a job well done. 

o The Borough had received complaints from residents about the train intercom 
being too loud. He was able to contact NJT to have this situation rectified and 
thanked them for their help. 

o He had reached out to Samba Safety about doing driver’s license checks on 
Borough employees and volunteers each year as part of JIF insurance 
requirements and noted that the Police Department was not permitted to handle 
this process anymore. He was going to contact other companies and report back 
at the next meeting. 

o Firehouse floor repairs were going smoothly. 
o He recommended that an ordinance committee be created for 2021. 
o He thanked the Police Department, DPW, Office of Emergency Management 

and Mayor DiPaola for their efforts during and after the recent storm. He noted 
that a resident had complained that the Borough had sent out conflicting 
messages about power outages and explained the chain of events, noting that 
communications from PSE&G could have been better. Mayor DiPaola thanked 
PSEG Regional Public Affairs Manager Donnette Verley for working with her 
to help residents get their power back.  

 

Mr. McCann arrived at 9:00 p.m. at which time the Governing Body returned to the 
discussion of the Appropriate Authority.  

o Discussion of Appropriate Authority Councilwoman McGuire referenced a memo 
prepared by Mr. McCann and said she wanted to rectify the present ordinance to restore 
the Appropriate Authority as originally intended - two councilmembers and the 
Borough Administrator.  
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Mr. McCann noted that the current committee liaisons included oversight of both the 
Police Department and the Courts and explained that those two areas represented 
separate branches of government and should be split. After extended discussion, 
Governing Body consensus was for Mr. McCann to prepare an ordinance indicating 
that the Appropriate Authority consisted of two councilmembers appointed by the 
Mayor with Council consent as well as the Borough Administrator, removing any 
language referencing commissioners. In addition, Mr. McCann recommended changing 
the by-laws at the January 2021 Reorganization meeting to split the liaison 
appointments to Police/OEM/Auxiliary Police and Court/Judiciary. 

XIV.   PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Council 
President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried unanimously. 
 
Seeing no hands and hearing no requests for comment, Mayor DiPaola asked for a motion 
to close the meeting to comments from the public. 

Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilwoman 
McGuire, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried unanimously. 

 
XV.   RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 152-20 through 158-20 was moved 
by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call 
vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
CA 152-20 Approve Cancellation of Grant Balances 
CA 153-20 Resolution Authorizing not to Exceed Limitations for Neglia 

Engineering for the Professional Design, Bidding and Construction 
Management of Roadway Improvements to Ackerman Avenue (FY19 & 
FY20 NJDOT) 

CA 154-20 Resolution Authorizing Additional Not to Exceed Limitations for Neglia 
Engineering for the Professional Design and Construction Management 
Services for Emerson Fire Department Garage Floor Repairs 

CA 155-20 Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse - Fiscal Grant Cycle 
July 2020 - June 2025 

CA 156-20 Tax Lien Redemption Block 109, Lot 9 
CA 157-20 2020-2021 Liquor License Renewals 

• Hackensack Golf Club 0214-33-004-002- Please send email when 
ready 

• KD Liquors LLC - dba Shop Rite Liquors of Emerson 0214-44-007- 
009 – paid $2500 

CA 158-20 Resolution Authorizing to go out to bid for FY19 CDBG Program For 
Roadway Improvements to Rudolph Way and Dawn Drive and the 
2020 Road Program 
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XVI. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION – Resolution No. 159-20  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
   
 

 
  
 
 
 

  
  

 
 

 

  
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  

   
  

 

  
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

#20-8/11-23 Litigation – Redevelopment Update 
#20-8/11-24 Contract Negotiations – Interstate Waste 

 

N.J.S.A. 10.4-7 
N.J.S.A. 10.4-7 

 
Motion to go into an executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as duly 
noticed by Resolution No. 147-20 was moved by Councilman Gordon, seconded by 
Councilwoman Argenzia and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 

Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
 

XVII. 
 

RECONVENE  

 

The Borough of Emerson reserves the right to return to Open Session and, if appropriate, 
take formal action. 

 
Motion to reconvene was moved, seconded and carried unanimously. 

 
XVIII.   ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor DiPaola, a motion to adjourn 
was moved, seconded and carried at 10:43 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jane Dietsche, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
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