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MINUTES 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
September 1, 2020 

7:30 P.M. 
Borough Hall-Council Chambers 

Emerson, NJ 07630 
             
 
This meeting will be open to the public in person and via teleconference. To maintain social 
distancing, kindly note that there will be a limit of 25 individuals permitted in the Council 
Chambers at one time. In addition, each person’s temperature will be taken and anyone with a 
temperature above 100.4 will be asked to leave to ensure the health and well-being of other 
attendees. Members of the public will be required to wear masks as well as required under the 
state guidelines. We thank you for your understanding as we seek to reopen to the public in a safe 
manner. 
 
For those members of the public who wish to participate in this meeting but choose not to 
attend in person, this meeting will also be held via the teleconferencing app 
GoToMeeting. 
 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/968469421 
 
You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (872) 240-3212 
 
Access Code: 968-469-421 
 
A meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Emerson, held in the Borough Hall, 
Municipal Place, Emerson, NJ on September 1, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Please turn off your cell phone ring tones. In case of a fire, follow the Fire Exit signs above the 
doors to your right and left in the Council Chambers and exit calmly. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor DiPaola called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the 
September 1st, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Emerson Governing Body. She noted that the 
meeting was being videotaped and could be viewed from a link on the Borough website as well 
as on Verizon FIOS Channel 36 and Cablevision Channel 77. She read the Sunshine Statement 
announcing that the meeting of September 1st, 2020 had been adequately noticed and was in 
compliance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law.  Further, notice of this 
meeting was sent to the Record and Ridgewood News on December 19, 2019 and noticed to 
said newspapers; posted at the entrance to Borough Hall, on the bulletin board in the Municipal 
Building and has remained continuously posted as required under the Statute.  
 
For those who did not wish to attend in person, access was provided to the general public via 
teleconferencing on the GoToMeeting application and a link and phone number to access the 
meeting was posted for the public. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/968469421
tel:+18722403212,,968469421
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II. ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Mayor DiPaola, Councilwoman Argenzia, Councilman Bayley, Councilwoman 
Dinallo, Councilman Gordon, Council President Hoffman, Councilwoman McGuire  
 
Also present were Borough Administrator Robert Hermansen, Borough Attorney John McCann 
and Borough Clerk Jane Dietsche. 

 
III. EXCUSED ABSENCE OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBER 

 
Mayor DiPaola announced that no Governing Body members had been absent from the 
previous meeting. 

 
IV. PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS 

 
Mayor DiPaola announced that there were no proclamations or citations that evening. 

 
V. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 

• Resignation of Deputy Clerk/Administrative Assistant Coleen Goddel effective August 28, 
2020 

 
Motion to accept the resignation of Deputy Clerk/Administrative Assistant Coleen 
Goddel effective August 28, 2020 was moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by 
Councilman Bayley and carried unanimously. 

 
VI. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

• Regular and Closed Session Meeting Minutes of August 11, 2020 
 

Motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of August 11th, 2020 as amended, and 
the Closed Session Meeting Minutes of August 11th, 2020 was moved by Councilman 
Gordon, seconded by Councilman Bayley and carried unanimously. 

 
VII. FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

• General Improvement Bond Sale Report – Mayor DiPaola stated that on August 6th the 
Borough held a competitive sale for its $6,820,000 General Improvement Bonds. The 
winning bidder was Robert W. Baird with a net interest cost of 1.184%. The Borough 
would be paying $565,700 in interest over the life of the bonds, a savings of $629,175 over 
projections. The Borough’s bond rating of AA+ with Standard and Poor’s was affirmed. 
The rating reflected the Borough’s very strong economy, very strong budgetary flexibility, 
very strong liquidity and strong debt and contingent liability position. Mr. Hermansen 
thanked CFO Lauren Roehrer for working so hard to make this happen. 
 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
• Presentation by Borough Architect Kevin Settembrino; RE: options for Borough Hall 

renovation/construction - Mayor DiPaola announced that Mr. Settembrino was available 
by phone if the Council or members of the public had any questions about the plans for the 
renovation and construction of Borough Hall. Hearing no comments, the Mayor said it was 
a very exciting time for the Borough as well as for the Police Department and Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps which would have hew homes. 
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IX. NEW BUSINESS 

• Proposed By-law amendment to Bergen JIF – Mr. Hermansen discussed the resolution on 
the Consent Agenda which would amend the Bergen JIF bylaws to allow two companies 
to merge. He said there was no reason not to adopt it; it would allow the Borough the 
opportunity to continue to work with the same Risk Manager if they were to merge with 
another company. He recommended that the Governing Body pass the resolution. 
 

• Discussion of amendments to Zoning Fee Schedule and Fire Prevention Permit Fees for 
ordinance introduction – Mr. Hermansen stated that some zoning and fire prevention permit 
fees needed clarification and added that the fees had not changed; it was just necessary to 
account for them properly. These ordinances would be on the agenda for first reading. 

 
• Shade Tree budget discussion – Mr. Hermansen discussed the Shade Tree budget as it 

related to tree removal and said that transfers could not take place until November. A 
priority list needed to be put together and evaluated. The increased cost to replace trees 
was also discussed. Council President Hoffman explained that for the two and a half years 
the Shade Tree Commission had not been in place; all tree requests had been handled by 
the Environmental Commission. The requests had not been prioritized properly by a former 
Borough Administrator; some trees should have been taken down but were not.  He also 
said the recent storms had knocked out trees which were in decent shape. This situation left 
the Shade Tree Commission in a bad position. Mr. Hermansen said that an emergency 
appropriation might be necessary. He added that Shade Tree Inspector Steve Frassa and 
DPW Superintendent Perry Solimando were compiling a priority list. Council President 
Hoffman asked if this would qualify for FEMA funds. Mr. Hermansen said he was working 
on it. 

 
• Update on Gaeta/lawn debris collection – Mr. Hermansen said he, Mayor DiPaola and Mr. 

Solimando had met with the president of Gaeta as well as their town supervisor due to 
many complaints of missed pickups by residents. He said there was a new plan in place to 
avoid future issues. If a resident’s lawn debris was not picked up, they should call at the 
end of the day on Monday or Tuesday morning and their debris would be picked up on 
Wednesday. He said that garden debris should be placed curbside by 6:30 a.m. on Monday 
morning as routes changed week by week. He noted that Gaeta had installed cameras on 
their trucks to monitor debris pickups and ensure that complaints were valid. Mayor 
DiPaola said they had sent a firm message that they were not happy. If the new plan did 
not work, there would be another meeting and, if necessary, the Borough Attorney would 
seek remedies. 

 
• Suez Water property restrictions – Mayor DiPaola stated that Police Chief Mazzeo had 

been contacted by Suez Water asking if they could hire Emerson officers to patrol the 
property and enforce the no trespassing rules. She noted that it was not a Governing Body 
decision; Suez Water owned the property and had every right to put up a fence. Residents 
could obtain access by applying for a recreation permit through the Suez website. They 
would be given a key and had to follow the rules. Dog walking was not permitted. She 
added that residents could walk in the Emerson Woods. It was a very tranquil and beautiful 
place. Dogs were permitted but owners had to pick up after them. Bicycles and all-terrain 
vehicles were not allowed. She asked that residents respect Suez’s wishes and stay off their 
property. 
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X. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES  
 

First Reading: 
 

Mayor DiPaola announced that the next order of business was the Introduction of Ordinances. 
Upon approval, these ordinances would be further considered at a Public Hearing to be held 
on September 15th, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall, 
Municipal Pl., Emerson, NJ and by teleconference and published in The Record.  All 
ordinances were posted on the Borough website and on file in the Office of the Municipal 
Clerk in the Emerson Borough Hall, Municipal Place, Emerson, NJ. Should you need a hard 
copy please call Borough Hall and one will be mailed to you free of charge.  
 
1617-20 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 290 ZONING BY ADDING SECTION 
72 – ZONING FEE SCHEDULE 

 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 1617-20 on first reading was moved by Councilwoman 
McGuire, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
1618-20 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 150 FIRE PREVENTION  
SECTION 7 PERMIT FEES 
 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 1618-20 on first reading was moved by Councilwoman 
Argenzia, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 
 

XI. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 
 

Mayor DiPaola announced that no ordinances were being adopted. 
 

XII. REPORTS 
• Councilwoman McGuire reported that she had attended a virtual meeting on August 19th to 

commemorate the 100th anniversary of Women’s Suffrage. 
 

• Mayor DiPaola reported on the following: 
o She addressed a letter which had been sent to the Pascack Press which she said 

contained erroneous information. It stated that there were 268 confirmed cases of 
Covid-19 in the Borough. She noted that 175 of those were in long term care 
facilities. It was sad that so many people had gotten sick but the letter was deceiving. 
She noted that the long-term care facilities had experienced issues and there would be 
an upcoming report on that topic. Since March, 93 residents had contracted the virus, 
or 1.2% of the population. Nine residents had died from the virus, less than one-tenth 
of one percent of the population of the Borough. She added that Emerson had been 
conscientious and careful and had not experienced any outbreaks after ceremonies. 
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In addition, Northwest Bergen Regional Health Officer Angela Musella had noted 
that Emerson had done a great job; she was impressed by the potential lives saved by 
being so careful. Mayor DiPaola also noted that Emerson had reacted quickly and 
what the Borough had done was followed elsewhere. She thanked OEM Coordinator 
Lt. Mark Savino, OEM Deputy Coordinator DPW Superintendent Perry Solimando 
and Mr. Hermansen for their efforts. McCann said that Emerson was the first 
Borough in New Jersey to declare an emergency and the first to ask for review of the 
long-term care facilities. 

 
o Mayor DiPaola said that residents who attend Borough functions should cover their 

cough, sanitize their hands, wear a mask when six feet of distance could not be 
maintained and social distance. 

o The response rate to the 2020 Census was 67.1% nationally and 82.2% in Emerson. 
She added that Emerson had exceeded its response rate of 79% for 2010. 

o Governor Murphy had passed two more executive orders which would allow for 
indoor dining at 25% capacity as of September 4th. More states had been added to the 
quarantine list. She urged residents to support local restaurants. 

o Schools would open on September 14th. She asked that everyone drive carefully as 
children would be walking to school. 

o The Borough had two job openings – Deputy Clerk/Administrative Assistant and 
Zoning Official.  

o The library was open. For information about hours, residents should contact Library 
Director Camille Valentino. 

o She asked that residents with specific complaints contact the appropriate department 
at Borough Hall. If they did not get satisfaction, she would get involved. 

o Chemical Hearts, an Amazon Prime movie, had been released. It had been filmed in 
Emerson and she encouraged everyone to see it. 

o She thanked DPW Superintendent Perry Solimando and the entire department for 
doing a great job of cleanup after the storm. 

o The Volunteer Fire Department would be hosting their Annual 9-11 Memorial 
Ceremony on September 11th at 6:30 p.m. at the firehouse. She asked that all 
attendees wear masks and social distance as they remember the souls lost on that day. 

o Milling and paving would take place on Borough streets. For more information, 
residents should call Borough Hall. 

o Eight calls about noise complaints on Soldier Hill Road had been received the 
previous Friday. She noted that the noise ordinance was in force from 10 p.m. until 7 
a.m. and if a resident thought it was being violated, they should contact the Police 
Department. The ordinance committee would review this chapter to allow for better 
enforcement powers. 

o She wished everyone a happy end of summer and hoped they enjoyed the Labor Day 
weekend. 

o Little League baseball had held a game the previous Saturday and another was 
scheduled for the following day. She asked residents to come out and cheer the kids. 

o The DPW did a great job of opening up the snack bar with plexiglass and signs 
reminding everyone to wear masks and maintain six feet distance. 
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• Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen reported on the following: 
o Contract negotiations were continuing with the Department of Public Works. They 

would be getting together during the week to have a better exchange of ideas. He 
would reach out to the Personnel Committee for a more formal meeting. 

o He would be contacting PBA Local 206 to begin contract negotiations with the Police 
Department as their contract expired at the end of the year. The Borough Attorney 
and Personnel Committee would be involved. 

o He would be meeting to discuss the DeBaun House with Councilwoman McGuire 
and Lynn Bartlett before the next meeting to try to come up with a plan to save the 
structure. He said it was important for veterans to have something they deserve and 
would represent them. Council President Hoffman asked to sit in on the meetings. 
Mayor DiPaola agreed. 

o The names of veterans which should be added to the monument was being finalized 
He hoped it would be completed for Veterans’ Day and asked anyone who wanted a 
family member’s name to be included to reach out to him immediately. 

o He had received a letter from Green Acres about damage to Emerson Woods which 
required a response by September 9th. 

o The firehouse floor repairs were moving forward. He hoped the project would be 
completed before the 9/11 ceremony took place.  

o He had met with Mr. Solimando and CFO Lauren Roehrer about the federal TAP 
grant for streetscape improvements to Kinderkamack Road. They had each received 
Responsible Charge certificates from Rutgers University indicating they had received 
the appropriate training to use the grant funds properly. The meeting had gone well. 

o The County had agreed to a no right turn on red sign on Lincoln Boulevard at 
Kinderkamack Road. He thanked the County and said that residents had noticed an 
improvement. 

o He had reached out to the County about being reimbursed a total of $46,000 for the 
installation of the ADA curbs. He thanked Tom Connelly and Ms. Roehrer for their 
help. 

 
• Good and Welfare 

o Councilwoman McGuire wished students a great academic year. 
o Councilwoman Dinallo discussed the traffic cones outside Starbucks and asked who 

was in charge as the area needed to be made safer. Mr. McCann suggested that a 
letter be written to them. 

o Councilman Gordon said that traffic backed up on Linwood Avenue and 
Kinderkamack Road and asked Mr. Hermansen to reach out to the County to check 
the timing of the traffic signal. 

 
XIII. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilman 
Bayley, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and carried unanimously. 

 
Brian Downing, 15 Lexington Avenue asked about the sanitization procedure for playgrounds 
in the Borough. 
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Hearing no more requests from the public, Mayor DiPaola asked for a motion to close the 
meeting to comments from the public. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilman 
Bayley, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried unanimously. 

 
XIV. RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA  

 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 161-20 through 169-20 was moved by 
Councilman Gordon, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried by a roll call vote of 
6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
CA 161-20  Resolution Supporting Bergen JIF Bylaw Amendment  
CA 162-20 Approve Cancellation of Grant Balances 
CA 163-20  Refund of tax overpayments 
CA 164-20 Approve Restriction of All Borough Payments to Personal Checks, Bank 

Checks, Certified Checks or Money Orders Only 
CA 165-20 Tax Lien Redemption Block 512, Lot 4 
CA 166-20 State Tax Appeal Refund – 200 Kinderkamack Road 
CA 167-20  2020-2021 Liquor License Renewals 

• Cheng Investments – dba Emerson Hotel 0214-33-003-005  
• Scalco Inc. dba Cork & Keg 0214-44-002-004  

 CA  168-20 Authorize Mayor to Sign Bergen County E-Procurement Shared Service 
Contract 

 CA 169-20 Resolution Authorizing 2020 Municipal Employees’ Salary 
 

XV. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION – Resolution No. 170-20 
 
Motion to go into an executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as duly 
noticed by Resolution No. 170-20 was moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by 
Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 
 
#20-9/1-25 Litigation – Redevelopment Update   N.J.S.A. 10.4-7 
#20-9/1-26 Contract Negotiations – Interstate Waste  N.J.S.A. 10.4-7 
#20-9/1-27 Personnel     N.J.S.A. 10.4-8 
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XVI. RECONVENE 
 

The Borough of Emerson reserves the right to return to Open Session and, if appropriate, take 
formal action. 

 
Motion to reconvene was moved, seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 171-20 Authorizing the Borough Attorney to bring a breach 
of contract action on behalf of the Borough if he is unable to resolve the dispute with Interstate 
Waste was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried 
by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
XVII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor DiPaola, a motion to adjourn was 
moved, seconded and carried at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Jane Dietsche, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
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