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MINUTES 
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
September 15, 2020 

7:30 P.M. 
Borough Hall-Council Chambers 

Emerson, NJ 07630 
             
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor DiPaola called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and welcomed Mayor for the Day 
Maddie Kim and everyone to the September 15th, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Emerson 
Governing Body. Mayor for the Day Maddie Kim was sworn into office in the presence of 
her family. Mayor for the Day Kim announced that the meeting was being videotaped and 
could be viewed from a link on the Borough website as well as on Verizon FIOS Channel 
36 and Cablevision Channel 77. She read the Sunshine Statement announcing that the 
meeting of September 15th, 2020 had been adequately noticed and was in compliance with 
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law.  Further, notice of this meeting was sent 
to the Record and Ridgewood News on December 19, 2019 and noticed to said 
newspapers; posted at the entrance to Borough Hall, on the bulletin board in the Municipal 
Building and has remained continuously posted as required under the Statute.  
 
For those who did not wish to attend in person, access was provided to the general public 
via teleconferencing on the GoToMeeting application and a link and phone number to 
access the meeting was posted for the public. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
Present: Mayor for the Day Maddie Kim, Mayor DiPaola, Councilwoman Argenzia, 
Councilman Bayley, Councilwoman Dinallo, Councilman Gordon, Council President 
Hoffman, Councilwoman McGuire 
 
Also present were Borough Administrator Robert Hermansen, Borough Attorney John 
McCann (via teleconference) and Borough Clerk Jane Dietsche. 

 
III. EXCUSED ABSENCE OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBER 

 
Mayor DiPaola announced that no Governing Body members had been absent from the 
previous meeting. 

 
IV. PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS 

• Mayor for the Day – Madeline Kim 
• Summer Quest Reading Standouts 
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V. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 

• Shade Tree Commission 
o Resignation of Maria Buchert as a Regular Member for the initial four-year 

term ending 12/31/22 effective immediately 
 

Motion to accept the resignation of Maria Buchert as a Regular Member for the 
initial four-year term ending 12/31/22 was moved by Council President Hoffman, 
seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried unanimously. 

 
VI. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

• Regular and Closed Session Meeting Minutes of September 1, 2020 
 

Motion to approve the Regular and Closed Session Meeting Minutes of September 
1st, 2020 was moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilman Gordon 
and carried unanimously. 

 
VII. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Mayor DiPaola announced that copies of the correspondence were available in the office 
of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
• Various emails dated August 12, 2020 through today from NJ Department of 

Community Affairs, NJ DEP and Bergen County Health Department; Re: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Updates. 

• Letter dated July 31, 2020 from New Jersey State League of Municipalities; Re: 
League’s Annual Audit Statement July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 

• Letter dated August 28, 2020 from Pam Their, NJDEP Bureau of Legal Services and 
Stewardship; RE: Draft plans for Emerson Woods, Green Acres Program   

 
VIII. FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

• Resolution No. 172-20 Bill List 
 

Motion to adopt Resolution No. 172-20 Bill List was moved by Councilman 
Bayley, seconded by Council President Hoffman and carried by a roll call vote of 6-
0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Update on the DeBaun House – Mr. Hermansen said that he and Councilwoman 
McGuire had met with Lynn Bartlett and other members of the Bergen County Housing 
Authority as well as American Legion Post Commander John Hogan to discuss the 
future of the DeBaun House. They were trying to get things started again after a delay 
due to Covid-19.  Discussion included whether one side of the structure could be 
renovated or whether it would need to be demolished due to structural considerations. 
In this case, veterans’ housing and a community room would be constructed in its 
place.  
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Mr. Hermansen indicated that the Commander and members of the American Legion 
had voted to demolish the building and move forward with plans for veterans’ housing 
and a meeting room. There were no concrete plans at this time and they planned to 
meet again in a couple weeks. Some historic minded members would be on the call as 
well. The discussion would include what they would like to keep or potentially use in 
the next building or retain for the historical society.  

 
Councilwoman McGuire noted that it was private property. When the County came in, 
there had been a lot of hope that the building would be renovated. The Borough’s 
concern was that the veterans have a proper place to meet. The historian in her would 
like to save the building but the decision was up to the Post Commander and Post. She 
added that as an historian she would play a part with historic minded people to note 
the historic elements of the structure which could be salvaged and reused or 
incorporated. She had reached out to the Historic Preservation Office which had 
surveyed the building in the past. She said the members of the American Legion were 
proud of the building and willing to have people help them preserve what could be 
saved.   
 
Mr. Hermansen said there had been an agreement in place with the Bergen County 
Housing Authority to maintain the building. If it was not going to be maintained 
because of its condition, they wanted to make sure it was taken down in a timely 
fashion so that the veterans were respected and the American Legion had an 
appropriate place to meet in Emerson. The veterans deserved to be shown the respect 
of the agreement and the Governing Body would do what they needed to do to make 
sure the agreement was conformed to. Council President Hoffman asked to sit in on 
the next meeting. 
 

X. NEW BUSINESS 
• RFQ Professional Appointments for 2021- Mr. Hermansen said the Borough was 

planning to release an RFQ for all Borough professionals for 2021. The resolution was 
included on the Consent Agenda. 
 

• Amendment to Shade Tree Commission ordinance – Council President Hoffman said 
he had discussed an amendment to the Chapter 89 Shade Tree Commission with Mr. 
McCann which would be related to enforcement. Currently the ordinance did not 
indicate how it would be enforced. Mr. McCann said that a section could be added to 
Chapter 89, Section 10 designating an individual to write summonses. Mr. McCann 
would prepare an amendment to Section 10 of the ordinance for introduction at the 
next meeting. Once adopted, the Shade Tree Commission could move forward with 
issuing violations. 

 
XI. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES  
 

First Reading: 
 
Mayor DiPaola announced that no ordinances were being introduced. 
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XII. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 

 
Second Reading and Public Hearing: 
 
1617-20 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 290 ZONING BY ADDING 
SECTION 72 – ZONING FEE SCHEDULE 

 
Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public on this ordinance only was 
moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried 
unanimously 
 
Hearing no requests from the public, Mayor DiPaola asked for a motion to close the 
meeting to comments from the public on this ordinance only. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public on this ordinance only was 
moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 1617-20 on second reading was moved by Councilwoman 
McGuire, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
1618-20 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 150 FIRE PREVENTION  
SECTION 7 PERMIT FEES 

 
Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public on this ordinance only was 
moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and carried 
unanimously 
 
Hearing no requests from the public, Mayor DiPaola asked for a motion to close the 
meeting to comments from the public on this ordinance only. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public on this ordinance only was 
moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 1618-20 on second reading was moved by Councilwoman 
McGuire, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 
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XIII. REPORTS 

• Mayor and Council  
 
Councilman Bayley gave the monthly report of the Volunteer Fire Department. He 
thanked the Governing Body and Mr. Hermansen for getting the firehouse floor 
repaired. They were also working on fixing the fire escape. 

 
Councilwoman McGuire reported that the Recreation Commission would be holding 
a meeting the following evening at 8:00 p.m. via GoToMeeting. They had been 
working very hard behind the scenes to ensure a safe return to sports on Emerson 
fields; it was a welcome sight. She also reported on the Police Department and said 
that the school reopening went well and that crossing guards were back at their posts. 
The School Resource Officer had returned to the school as well. She reminded 
everyone to drive carefully as there were more pedestrians on the streets. There had 
been several car burglaries recently and she asked residents to remember to lock their 
doors and bring their key fobs inside. 
 
Councilwoman Dinallo reported that schools had opened to both on site and remote 
learning students. She sent a special thanks to teachers, building custodial staff and 
administrators for their tireless work during the summer preparing for reopening. 
They continued to take things one day at a time and were delighted to have the 
students back. The Board of Education would provide ongoing updates as they 
moved through the school year. 
 
Council President Hoffman reported on the Shade Tree Commission and said that 
another member had resigned; currently there were four members. They would be 
postponing their fall planting until the spring because a lot of work was involved and 
they hoped a new member or two could assist. Tree Inspector Steve Frassa continued 
to respond to requests. There were so many aging trees in town but not a lot of 
money in the budget. He asked the public to be patient as they had a limited budget 
and they would get to everyone in time. Mayor DiPaola noted that the members of 
the Shade Tree Commission were volunteers and that Mr. Frassa received only a 
small stipend. If a resident reached out, they would try to get back to them as soon as 
possible. She asked that residents be sure to include their phone number in their 
correspondence so that someone could speak to them directly about any shade tree 
issue. 
 
Councilwoman Argenzia gave the August report of the Volunteer Ambulance Corps. 
They had one pending membership application and the building was being worked 
on. They were discussing whether they would be able to hold their installation dinner 
or if it would have to be cancelled. The Board of Health members were excited to 
return after a summer break and held a virtual meeting. They met the new Public 
Health Nurse by teleconference - she was orienting herself to her new role. They 
discussed all the Executive Orders issued by the Governor and local health violations. 
They also discussed issues related to regulating tattoo parlors.  
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Councilman Gordon gave the monthly report of the Department of Public Works. He 
stated that Superintendent Perry Solimando had participated in webinars for required 
Joint Insurance Fund and NJDEP training. In addition, Mr. Solimando, Foreman Tom 
Carlos and Recycling Coordinator Liz Morris had participated in a JIF webinar titled 
‘Dealing with Difficult People’. The department continued the post-clean up from 
Storm Isaias. The retention pond at Randolph Avenue was cleaned. Street signs were 
being stolen at a number of locations. He said residents should notify the police if 
they saw anything. Leaf bag distribution would begin on Monday, October 5th and 
run through Friday, November 13th from 8:00 a.m. until noon Monday through 
Saturday. Please check the Borough Recycling Calendar for more details.  

  
Mayor DiPaola reported on the following: 
o The 2019 audit was conducted remotely this year, and the Borough Auditor 

Lerch, Vinci and Higgins worked together with the Borough’s Finance 
Department throughout the process.  The Borough was one of the first towns to 
be audited remotely, and she was pleased to say that the Borough had received 
only one recommendation this year.  The Borough ended 2019 in a better 
financial position then it started, and that was a trend she hoped would continue 
in the coming years. 

o The Emerson Public Library’s hours had changed as of September 14th. 
o The Division of Motor Vehicles mobile unit event had been cancelled 
o She thanked the Volunteer Fire Department for hosting the 9-11 Memorial 

Ceremony. 
o She reminded everyone that school was open and they should drive carefully. 
o She commended the winners of the library’s Summer Reading Quest. 
o There were no reports of new Covid-19 occurrences. The County would be 

reopening testing sites on a more regional basis. She hoped there would not be a 
second wave. She asked that people continue to wear masks, wash their hands 
and use proper hygiene. 

o Positions for volunteers were available on the Environmental Commission and 
Shade Tree Commission.  She asked that anyone interested reach out to her or the 
Borough Clerk. It would be greatly appreciated if residents would step up to help 
these commissions. 

o She wished everyone a Happy Rosh Hashana, a sweet new year, a solemn Yom 
Kippur and an easy fast. 

   
• Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen reported on the following: 

o There had been a constructive meeting with Gaeta Recycling about mixed 
garden debris pickups. They were working with the Borough and service was 
getting better. He reminded residents to put their cans at the curb line and not 
on the sidewalk. 

o Contract negotiations were continuing with the Department of Public Works.  
o He had contacted the Police Benevolent Union to open contract negotiations. 

Their contract expired at the end of 2020. 
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o He thanked Councilwoman McGuire, Council President Hoffman and Mr. 
McCann for preparing the questionnaire which had been sent to long term 
care facilities in the Borough. He said 7,000 residents of these facilities lost 
their lives due to Covid-19 in the State of New Jersey. They did not know if 
there might be a second round but they wanted to reach out to see how they 
could help. He said the questionnaire was due back on October 1st. He 
thanked the facilities for working with them the first time and thanked the 
committee for their hard work. 

o He had spoken with Maude Snyder, County Steward, Bureau of Legal 
Services and Stewardship of the Green Acres Program, NJDEP about a letter 
received by the Borough related to damage to Emerson Woods. The NJDEP 
indicated that they wanted a plan by September 9th but could not provide any 
guidance because they were a regulatory agency; this would present a 
conflict of interest. He noted that mountain bikers had damaged trails and 
built ramps. Council President Hoffman asked Mr. Hermansen to reach out 
for the specifics to determine what needed to be fixed and what they 
penalties were. He said that potentially the State could take back the property 
if the Borough was violating the deed restrictions. However, it was not clear 
what the NJDEP was looking for. 
 

• Borough Attorney John McCann had no report. 
 
XIV. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by 
Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried unanimously. 
 
Seeing no hands and hearing no requests for comment, Mayor DiPaola asked for a 
motion to close the meeting to comments from the public. 
 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by 
Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried 
unanimously. 

 
XV. RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA  
 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 173-20 through 177-20 was 
moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilwoman Argenzia and carried 
by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
CA 173-20 Certification of Governing Body of the 2019 Annual Audit 
CA 174-20 Corrective Action Plan - Audit Ending December 31, 2019 
CA 175-20 Approve Cancellation of Grant Balances 
CA 176-20 Authorizing Issuance of Request for Qualifications for Professional 

Services for Calendar Year 2021 
CA 177-20 Appoint Alexandra Cacciola as Part Time Police Dispatcher – 

Conditional Offer of Employment 
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XVI. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION – Resolution No. 178-20 

 
Motion to go into an executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as 
duly noticed by Resolution No. 178-20 was moved by Council President Hoffman, 
seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 
 
#20-9/15-28 Litigation – Redevelopment Update   N.J.S.A. 10.4-7 
#20-9/15-29 Contract Negotiations – Interstate Waste  N.J.S.A. 10.4-7 
#20-9/15-30 Personnel – Interviews     N.J.S.A. 10.4-8 

 
XVII. RECONVENE 
 

The Borough of Emerson reserves the right to return to Open Session and, if appropriate, 
take formal action. 

 
Motion to reconvene was moved, seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
Motion to extend the meeting by five minutes at 11:02 p.m. was moved by Council 
President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and carried unanimously. 
 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 179-20 authorizing Mr. Hermansen to extend offers 
of employment to two individuals to fill the positions of Zoning Officer and Property 
Maintenance Officer was moved by Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilman 
Gordon and carried unanimously. 
 
Motion to extend the deadline for applications for Deputy Clerk/Administrative 
Assistant from September 11th to September 23rd was moved by Council President 
Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and carried unanimously. 

 
XVIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor DiPaola, a motion to adjourn 
was moved, seconded and carried at 11:04 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jane Dietsche, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
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