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MINUTES 

BOROUGH OF EMERSON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

June 9, 2020 
7:30 P.M. 

Borough Hall-Council Chambers 
Emerson, NJ 07630 

             
 
This meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Emerson was held via the 
teleconferencing app GoToMeeting on June 9th, 2020 and started at 7:49 p.m. due to 
technical difficulties. 
 
 
Mayor & Council Meeting - Tuesday, June 9, 2020  
Tue, Jun 9, 2020 7:30 PM - 11:30 PM (EDT)  
 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/853928301  
 
You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States: +1 (571) 317-3122  
 
Access Code: 853-928-301  
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor DiPaola called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the June 9th, 2020 
Regular Meeting of the Emerson Governing Body. She said the meeting was being held by 
teleconference due to the COVID-19 virus outbreak.  She noted that the meeting was being 
videotaped and could be viewed from a link on the Borough website as well as on Verizon 
FIOS Channel 36 and Cablevision Channel 77. She read the Sunshine Statement announcing 
that the meeting of June 9th, 2020 had been adequately noticed and was in compliance with the 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law.  Further, notice of this meeting was sent to the 
Record and Ridgewood News on December 19, 2019 and noticed to said newspapers; posted at 
the entrance to Borough Hall, on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and has remained 
continuously posted as required under the Statute.  
 
Access was provided to the general public via teleconferencing on the GoToMeeting 
application and a link and phone number to access the meeting was posted for the public. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
Present: Mayor DiPaola, Councilwoman Argenzia, Councilman Bayley, Councilwoman 
Dinallo, Councilman Gordon, Council President Hoffman, Councilwoman McGuire 

 
Also present were Borough Administrator Robert Hermansen, Borough Attorney John McCann 
(via teleconference), Borough Clerk Jane Dietsche and Deputy Clerk Coleen Goddel (via 
teleconference). 

 
 
 
 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/853928301
tel:+15713173122,,853928301
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III. EXCUSED ABSENCE OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBER 
• Absence of Councilman Bayley from the Regular Meeting of May 19, 2020 and the Special 

Meeting of May 29, 2020 
• Absence of Councilwoman Argenzia from the Special Meeting of May 29, 2020 

 
Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Bayley from the Regular Meeting of May 
19, 2020 and the Special Meeting of May 29, 2020 and the absence of Councilwoman 
Argenzia from the Special Meeting of May 29, 2020 was moved by Councilwoman 
McGuire, seconded by Council President Hoffman and carried unanimously. 

 
IV. PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS 

• Pride Month – June 2020 
 

V. APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 
 

Mayor DiPaola announced that there were no appointments or resignations. 
 

VI. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 
• Regular Meeting Minutes of May 19, 2020 

 
Motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 19th, 2020 was moved by 
Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried with one 
abstention by Councilman Bayley. 

 
• Special Meeting Minutes of May 29, 2020 

 
Motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of May 29th, 2020 was moved by 
Councilwoman McGuire, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried with abstentions by 
Councilman Bayley and Councilwoman Argenzia. 

 
VII. FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

 
Mayor DiPaola announced that there was no financial business. 

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
Mayor DiPaola announced that there was no unfinished business. 

 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
• Change start time of June 23rd Council Meeting from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. – Mayor DiPaola 

said the June 23rd Council Meeting had originally been scheduled to begin at 5:00 p.m. to 
provide the opportunity for seniors and others who might want to attend a meeting at an 
earlier time do so. She had been contacted by the parent of a member of the senior class 
asking if something could be done to celebrate the class. The Governing Body discussed 
amending the meeting start time to give parents the opportunity to attend after work and 
chose to change the start time to 6:45 p.m. to allow for recognition of the Class of 2020. 

 
Motion to amend the start time of the June 23rd Council meeting from 5:00 p.m. until 
6:45 p.m. was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman Dinallo 
and carried unanimously. 
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• Discussion of sale of Town & Country property – The Governing Body had received 

information related to the sale of this property. This topic would be discussed further during 
Closed Session on June 23rd. 
 

• Recreation Tennis Fees – Ordinance for Introduction – Mr. Hermansen said Recreation 
Commission would be offering a tennis program which would be open to residents of all 
ages. The registration fees would be minimal as there was no need to purchase a lot of 
equipment. The ordinance would be introduced later during the meeting.  

 
• Amend fees for Certificates of Occupancy – Ordinance for Introduction – Mr. Hermansen 

said updates were needed to Building Department fees. The ordinance would be introduced 
later during the meeting. 

 
• Governor Executive Order regarding outdoor dining – Mayor DiPaola said outdoor dining 

would be permitted effective Monday, June 15th. She noted that the Borough ordinance 
allowed outdoor dining; there would be a dry run to ensure that any safety issues could be 
addressed. 

 
• Proper stewardship of Emerson Woods Preserve re: off-trail destruction – Council President 

Hoffman said there was more trail destruction in Emerson Woods and discussed a memo he 
had prepared for the Governing Body. He noted that there has been additional trail damage, 
destruction of vegetation and a ditch over wetlands had been lined with logs. He had hoped 
that the situation would have been resolved when Suez Water installed cameras and no 
trespassing signs; however, these items were vandalized. He said there was a pretty strict 
deed restriction from the County which gave them oversight as well as the ability to request 
that any damage which had occurred be restored. Maude Snyder of the Green Acres Program 
and Captain Bill Sheehan, Chairman of the Meadowlands Conservation Trust were also 
aware of what was going on and wanted to do something to stop this destruction. He noted 
that the Meadowlands Conservation Trust also had a deed restriction on the property. 

 
He had talked with Mayor DiPaola and discussed suggestions to address this situation 
including placing signs on Borough property or getting the Environmental Commission 
involved. He added that the Council was still waiting for the annual report from 
Environmental Commission describing the condition of the property which was due 
December 1st each year. He added that he was not sure what to do but they could not let the 
Emerson Woods, which cost a lot of money and took a lot of work by a lot of people to get 
preserved, just become vegetative-less as a result of a lot of people misusing it and violating 
the ordinances. He also suggested making a strong statement on the Borough website.  
 
Councilwoman McGuire suggested meeting with all interested parties to have a think-tank 
session and come up with some productive solutions. Council President Hoffman agreed and 
said it should include representation from the County, the Environmental Commission, Suez 
Water, the Shade Tree Commission and the Police Department. 
 
Mr. Hermansen said that other counties had donated property for ATV use only and 
suggested exploring this option with the County. He said it was a Bergen County problem, 
not just an Emerson problem. If there was a place that people could do what they wanted to 
do and do it legally, it may solve the problem in Emerson Woods. Mayor DiPaola said she 
thought that was a good fix and asked Mr. Hermansen to set up a meeting with Council 
President Hoffman and report back to the Governing Body. 
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X. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES  
 

First Reading: 
 
Mayor DiPaola announced that the next order of business was the Introduction of Ordinances. 
Upon approval, these ordinances would be further considered at a Public Hearing to be held on 
June 23rd, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. either in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall, Municipal 
Pl., Emerson, NJ or by teleconference and published in The Record.  All ordinances were 
posted on the Borough website and on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk in the Emerson 
Borough Hall, Municipal Place, Emerson, NJ. Should you need a hard copy please call 
Borough Hall and one will be mailed to you free of charge.  
 
1613-20 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 61-10 ENTITLED PARKS, 
PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION, ‘FEE SCHEDULE’ OF THE BOROUGH OF 
EMERSON, COUNTY OF BERGEN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING 
FEES FOR PARTICIPATION IN RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 1613-20 on first reading was moved by Councilwoman 
McGuire, seconded by Council President Hoffman and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 
 
1614-20 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 128 CERTIFICATES OF 
OCCUPANCY, SECTION 1 

 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 1614-20 on first reading was moved by Councilwoman 
Dinallo, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
XI. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 

 
Second Reading and Public Hearing: 

 
Mayor DiPaola announced that there were no ordinances being adopted. 

 
XII. REPORTS 

• Mayor DiPaola reported on the following: 
o She apologized for laughing while reading the Pride Month Proclamation and said 

she could not concentrate while reading it because of the activity on the 
GoToMeeting application.  

o She discussed the Prayer for Peace and said it was a lovely event and was glad they 
did it. They had received a lot of compliments and she thanked everyone who 
participated. 

o The Cork and Keg had moved to a new location on Kinderkamack Road and she 
wished them good luck. 

o Birthday drive-bys were still taking place. She said that anyone who was interested 
should contact Mr. Hermansen. 

o Anyone in need at this time should reach out to Borough Hall or their religious 
leader. Residents of the community had made generous donations and Funds were 
still available. 
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o The stay at home order had been lifted by the Governor. A virtual graduation was 
scheduled for June 28th. Golf would return to normal. Hair and nail salons could 
open on June 22nd. Personal services remained on hold. On June 23rd Borough Hall 
would open to the public while taking into consideration protective parameters 
including social distancing and limiting attendance at meetings. The GoToMeeting 
application would continue to be used for those who were uncomfortable coming 
in; it would allow the public access as they were all about transparency. 

 
• Borough Administrator Rob Hermansen reported on the following: 

o The bid for the firehouse floor had been released. He thanked Mayor DiPaola, 
Councilman Bayley, the Fire Department and all members of the Council. Bids 
would be opened on Friday, June 19th at 10:00 a.m. 

o He and Mayor DiPaola had met with a PSE&G representative. There were changes 
they wanted to see so they could figure out better ways to work together and save 
money. He added that if any resident had a problem with work being performed by 
PSE&G, they should contact Mr. Hermansen during working hours. At all other 
times, the Police Department should be contacted first. There was a policy in place 
to work with the Department of Public Works and PSE&G to get things done 
quicker. It would also allow the DPW to figure out who was responsible for 
resolving any issue by determining how it had occurred. 

o Currently the phone system at Borough Hall was being transitioned to a new 
company. To reach Borough Hall, do not call the direct number and extensions; 
rather use the main number and chose from the menu options of 1-9 for a specific 
department. 

o She addressed speeding complaints and said the Police Department non-emergency 
number should be called first – 201-262-2800. This would allow the department to 
identify speeding hot zones so they could properly address and enforce any  issue. 
Mr. McCann added that in instances of violation of law and public safety, it would 
be quicker and more efficient to contact the Police Department. He recommended 
that the Mayor and Council not get involved in these issues. 

o Borough Hall would begin to reopen slowly. Initially, there would be a soft 
opening by appointment only. The building would fully reopen in the next week or 
two. He thanked all department heads and employees for their hard work to keep 
Borough Hall open and running smoothly.  

o Cases of Covid-19 were declining. He felt strongly that there was a much better 
situation in Bergen County due to social distancing and other safety practices. He 
anticipated getting back to normal soon. 

o Information from Bergen County about HUD would be on the next meeting 
agenda. It would allow funding for CDBG grants. The deadline was July 16th. 

o Curbside service for the Emerson Public Library might be in place by the end of 
the week. 

o The Department of Motor Vehicles would open on June 15th for some services. 
Drivers’ licenses and testing services would be permitted beginning on June 29th. 

o She said that due to the DMV being closed, senior students who would have been 
registered to vote through their driver’s licenses would have to register by other 
means. 
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• Good and Welfare 

o Councilwoman Argenzia said that a member of the Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
had passed away and noted that a GoFundMe page had been set up. 

o Councilwoman McGuire said she had attended the prayer ceremony the other day 
and appreciated the participation of religious leaders who helped navigate the 
event. She said that although she had no wise words to share, she hoped that 
everyone could move on from this time to heal and to hear each other and see each 
other and love each other. 

 
XIII. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
Motion to open the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilwoman 
Argenzia, seconded by Councilman Gordon and carried unanimously. 

 
Margaret Boyce, Chair of the Shade Tree Commission discussed the Emerson Woods Preserve 
and the destruction had been an ongoing issue for years. She said the Borough needed to step 
up and do something legally to protect the watershed buffer.  
 
Mr. McCann stated that the Borough could not take civil action at the present time based on the 
information they currently had. 

 
Hearing no more requests from the public, Mayor DiPaola asked for a motion to close the 
meeting to comments from the public. 

 
Motion to close the meeting to comments from the public was moved by Councilwoman 
Argenzia, seconded by Councilwoman McGuire and carried unanimously. 

 
XIV. RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA  

 
Council President Hoffman requested that Resolution No. 120-20 Appointment of Marie Shust 
as Secretary to the Shade Tree Commission effective immediately be removed from the Consent 
Agenda as the Shade Tree Commission had not yet met to appoint a secretary. 
 
Motion to pull Resolution No. 120-20 from the Consent Agenda and place it on the next 
meeting agenda was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman 
McGuire and carried unanimously. 

 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 113-20 through 121-20 without 
Resolution No. 120-20 was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by Councilwoman 
McGuire and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
 CA 113-20  Estimated Tax Bill 

CA 114-20 Authorizing Disposal of Surplus Property – Ford Explorer XLS 
CA 115-20     Coin-Operated Laundry/Dry Cleaning License Renewal –  

Laundry Guys, Inc. (dba Sonic Suds) 
CA 116-20 Authorize Purchase of 2020 Ford F250 Pickup Truck for Department of Public 

Works vehicle 
CA 117-20 Annual Appointment of Municipal Representatives to Bergen County 

Community Development Regional Committees - FY 2020-2021 Covering 
Period July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 
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CA 118-20 Appoint Open Space Representatives - FY 2020-2021 Covering Period July 1, 
2020 through June 30, 2021 

CA 119-20 Award of Contract for Pascack Valley Cooperative Pricing System (#107-
PVCPS); 2019 Road Program 

CA 120-20 Appointment of Marie Shust as Secretary to the Shade Tree Commission 
effective immediately 

CA 121-20 Grant Authorization for Temporary Covid-19 Permits for Outdoor Dining and 
Expansion of On-Premise Retail Consumption Licensed Premises to Outdoor 
Areas in Order to Accommodate Social Distancing Requirements 

 
XV. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION – Resolution No. 122-20 

 
Motion to go into an executive session to discuss matters exempt from the public as duly 
noticed by Resolution No. 122-20 was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by 
Councilman Gordon and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0: 
Roll call: 
YES: Bayley, McGuire, Dinallo, Hoffman, Gordon, Argenzia 

 
#20-6/9-16 Litigation – Redevelopment Update   N.J.S.A. 10-4-7 

 
XVI. RECONVENE 

 
The Borough of Emerson reserves the right to return to Open Session and, if appropriate, take 
formal action. 

 
Motion to reconvene was moved by Council President Hoffman, seconded by 
Councilwoman Argenzia and carried unanimously. 
 

XVII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no other business to address, at the request of Mayor DiPaola, a motion to adjourn was 
moved, seconded and carried at 9:34 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Jane Dietsche, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
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