MAYOR DIPAOLA’S MEETING REPORT
Februawy 18, 2025

e Next Wednesday, February 26" at 6:00PM, the Borough will be holding our
first “Welcome Ramadan Crescent Moon Lighting Ceremony”. Please join
us on the front lawn of Borough Hall to help celebrate as a community and
mark the start of Ramadan alongside our Muslim residents and friends. All

are invited. Light refreshments will be served.

e 2025 Commuter Parking Permits for parking on Emerson Plaza East are
available now at police headquarters, Monday through Friday 8:30am to
7:30pm. The Resident fee is $250.

e No-Knock Registration Forms are available on the website and in the 2025
Garbage & Recycling Newsletter. Please note there is a $5 fee for the decal
for anyone under 65 years old and free for anyone 65 and older. Although it
doesn’t pertain to nonprofit, charitable, religious and political groups, being
on this registry prohibits licensed solicitors from knocking on your door for
a five- year period. Please display the decal on your door. If you have any

questions or concerns, please reach out to the police department.

e 2025 Dog and Cat registrations were due by January 31%. Last registration is
now in effect. Applications received thereafter will have the $25 late fee
imposed. Applications can be found on the Borough’s website under the

Board of Health’s page and were also included in the Garbage and



Recycling Newsletter. Please contact Mary at 201-262-6086 ext. 1213 with

any questions.

The next senior meeting is this Thursday, February 20" at 12 noon. They
will be celebrating Valentine’s Day, which they had to postpone due to last
week’s inclement weather. New members are always welcome. If you 55 or
over and are interested in learning more about our Senior Club you can visit

www.emersonnj.org/seniors or attend their next meeting to see what it’s all

about. They offer fun events, day trips and plenty of social activities on a
regular basis. The Senior Club is taking a trip to Brownstone in March for

St. Patrick’s Day.

The Bergen County Clerk’s Satellite Office will be accepting passport applications
with photos taken onsite, administering Notary Oaths, and processing photo cards
for Seniors, Veterans, and Exempt Firefighters on Wednesday, March 26" from
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at The Senior Center. Walk-ins are welcome. Only check
payments will be accepted. This is especially timely as starting in May, those
flying on domestic flights will either need a passport or a Real ID to board the

airplanes. Regular New Jersey licenses will no longer be accepted.

I was happy to attend the Greater Pascack Valley Chamber of Commerce’s
Mayor’s Breakfast in late January to promote Emerson, which was nicely

covered in the Pascack Press.

The senior bus is available to residents age 55 and up and to those with
special needs. It runs each week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Please call Stacy at 201-262-6086 x1212 to book a ride. In addition, the
County of Bergen offers senior van services for doctor’s appointments

outside of our coverage area. The coverage area is Emerson, Westwood,


http://www.emersonnj.org/seniors

Oradell, and Paramus. Please call 201-368-5955 to learn more about their

services.

Congressman Gottheimer’s Office will be coming to Borough Hall before
our Mayor and Council meeting on Tuesday, March 4" from 6:30PM to
7:30PM to provide constituent services on federal matters such as Medicare,
IRS, Social Security, Passports, VA Benefits and Service Medals. No
appointment is necessary. Be on the lookout for more information on our

website.

The first Bergen County Utilities Authority Household Hazardous Waste
Collection of 2025 will be held on Saturday, March 8™ from 9am to 3pm,

rain or shine, in Moonachie. Please visit www.bcua.org for all the details.

Mark Your Calendars and Get Your Unwanted Paper Documents Ready!
We will be having a mobile shredding day in collaboration with the BCUA
on Saturday May 17" from 9 AM to 1 PM at Borough Hall.

The Borough of Emerson, through its Shade Tree Commission, will once
again plant a tree in memory of those Emerson residents who have passed
away between January of 2024 and the present in conjunction with their
2025 Arbor Day Ceremony in April. More information on the ceremony will
be forthcoming, but if you would like your loved one to be remembered at
this year’s Arbor Day ceremony, please contact the Acting Borough Clerk at
(201) 262- 6086 Option 9 or by email at clerk@emersonnj.org.

The State of New Jersey has announced this year’s property tax relief
programs for eligible New Jerseyans. New in 2025, there is a single

combined application, which simplifies the process, to apply for the Senior
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Freeze, ANCHOR, and Stay NJ programs. The deadline to file is October
31, 2025. A link to the State’s website with applications and information
will be posted to the homepage of our website or please feel free to call

Lauren at the Tax Office for further information.

First quarter taxes were due February 1%. Please contact the tax office at

201-262-6086 extension 1211 with any questions.

I encourage our residents to sign up to receive emergency notifications and other

borough information through our RAVE Alert System at

www.emersonnj.org/RAVE. And, as always, all of our events and current news

is posted on the borough website at www.emersonnj.org/news or our Facebook

and Twitter pages as well as our new Instagram account, @borough emerson.

Emerson Junior/Senior High School is presenting Peter Pan on March 7%,
March 8%, March 9, March 14", and March 15", To purchase tickets,
please call 201-262-4447 ext. 1300.

I am pleased to announce that the audible traffic signals have been installed
at the intersections of Van Wagoner Avenue and Kinderkamack Road as
well as Main Street and Old Hook Road at the end of January. The Borough
had received a grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation to
fund this project and we collaborated with Bergen County to complete the
installation. Now, all traffic lights within the Borough are audible and more

pedestrian friendly, especially to those with visual impairments.

Our Military Baner program is up and running for 2025. Banners are to
honor residents who currently live or have resided in Emerson. The Borough
has made this program available to our residents who wish to honor their

family members by contributing $200 for the banners. The banners will be
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displayed from Memorial Day through Veterans Day and are stored by the
Department of Public Works during the winter months and will be rehung
every year as long as they are in good shape. We concluded our second year
of the program with 51 banners and look forward to displaying many more
this year. This is our way of saying “Thank You” to the men and woman of
our great United States Military. The sponsorship rate is $200 per banner
and is tax deductible. Please place your order by April 30 in order to have

them displayed by Memorial Day.

The next regular meeting of the Governing Body will take place on Tuesday,

March 4™ at 7:30 PM.



