MAYOR DIPAOLA’S MEETING REPORT
April 1, 2025

e | am excited to announce that the Borough of Emerson has been
designated, “A 2024 Healthy Town Up-and-Coming”, by the New Jersey
Health Care Quality Institute for our efforts with the Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign.

e This past Thursday, we had a strong turnout of residents and friends for
our “Eating for Health” Mayor’s Wellness Event. Chef Michael Merida
showed us all how to make delicious creations including a coffee and
date smoothie made with almond milk and frozen bananas that tasted
like a decadent chocolate ice cream. We also enjoyed corn arepa with
chicken and guacamole and a healthy version of chocolate covered
almond horn cookies. Pictures of the event can be found on our social
media. We are busy planning for more of these and other Mayors
Wellness events including our Summer Concert Series. Please be on the
look out for flyers for upcoming events.

e | am happy to announce that “Walks with the Mayor” will resume in the
next few weeks. Check our website and social media for more
information.

e Please get your applications for the Community Garden in asap. All plots
will be assigned on a first-come, first-serve basis and are strictly limited
to Emerson residents. A donation of $20.00 along with the completed
application can be dropped off at the Clerk’s Office. Applications are
available on the Borough website, social media or from the Clerk’s
Office.



The Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC) will be coming to the Emerson
Senior Center on Friday, July 11*" to provide “Real ID” and other motor
vehicle services. Be on the look-out in June for the online registration
link. In addition, to meet the high demand, the MVC is also holding
“Real ID Thursdays” at various Licensing Centers throughout the State.
Online registration can be found at https://telegov.njportal.com/njmvc.

The senior bus is available to residents age 55 and up and to those with
special needs. It runs each week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Please call Stacy at 201-262-6086 x1212 to book a ride. In addition, the
County of Bergen offers senior van services for doctor’s appointments
outside of our coverage area (Emerson, Westwood, Oradell, and
Paramus). Please call 201-368-5955 to learn more about their services.

Mixed Garden Debris pickups start Monday, April 7®" and will continue
each Monday through the end of the year.

The BCUA’s Household Hazardous Waste Event will take place Sunday,
April 61 from 9AM to 3PM at Bergen Community College.

Mark Your Calendars and Get Your Unwanted Paper Documents Ready!
We will be having a mobile shredding day in collaboration with the BCUA
on Saturday May 17%" from 9 AM to 1 PM at Borough Hall. Flyers with
more information are in the back of the room.

The Borough of Emerson, through our Shade Tree Commission, will once
again plant a tree in memory of those Emerson residents who have
passed away between January of 2024 and the present in conjunction
with their 2025 Arbor Day Ceremony on April 26t at Borough Hall
starting at 1IPM. An event flyer is posted on our website and social
media. If you would like your loved one to be remembered at this year’s
Arbor Day ceremony, please contact the Acting Borough Clerk at (201)
262- 6086 Option 9 or by email at clerk@emersonnj.org.
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The State of New Jersey announced this year’s property tax relief
programs for eligible New Jerseyans. New in 2025, there is a single
combined application, which simplifies the process, to apply for the
Senior Freeze, ANCHOR, and Stay NJ programs. The deadline to file is
October 31, 2025. Click on this link for the application or for more
information - https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/ptr/. This link is also
posted on the homepage of our borough website or please feel free to
call Lauren at the Tax Office for further information.

| would like to make everyone aware of the NJ Save program through
the State of New Jersey. Among other benefits, this program provides
pharmaceutical, hearing aid, and lifeline assistance to eligible seniors 65
& older as well as those receiving social security disability benefits. Call
800-792-9745 or visit www.aging.nj.gov for more information.

| encourage our residents to sign up to receive emergency notifications
and other borough information through our RAVE Alert System at
www.emersonnj.org/RAVE. And, as always, all of our events and current
news is posted on the borough website at www.emersonnj.org/news or
our Facebook and Twitter pages as well as our new Instagram account,
@borough_emerson.

Bergen County is seeking poll workers for the 2025 Primary and General
Elections. More information can be found on our website or by calling
the Clerk’s Office.

If anyone is getting rid of their freestanding, adjustable basketball hoop
that is still in good playing condition, please consider donating it to the
Borough instead, so our DPW can place them in parks for our smaller kids
to use. Please contact the DPW at 201-262-8199.
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e QOur Military Banner program is up and running for 2025. Banners are to
honor residents who currently live or have resided in Emerson. The
Borough has made this program available to our residents who wish to
honor their family members by contributing $200 for the banners. The
banners will be displayed from Memorial Day through Veterans Day and
are stored by the Department of Public Works during the winter months
and will be rehung every year as long as they are in good shape. We
concluded our second year of the program with 51 banners and look
forward to displaying many more this year. This is our way of saying
“Thank You” to the men and woman of our great United States Military.
The sponsorship rate is $200 per banner and is tax deductible. Please
place your order by April 30t in order to have them displayed by
Memorial Day.

e Our Legislative District 39 Legislators have moved their district offices.
Please feel free to reach out to them if you have any state-related
constituent needs:

State Senator Holly Schepisi

Assemblyman John Azzariti

28 West Grand Avenue, Suite 15
Montvale, New Jersey 07645
201-666-0881

Assemblyman Robert Auth
84 Herbert Avenue
Building A, Suite 103
Closter, New Jersey 07624
862-248-0491



As the weather gets nicer and people are outside more, please be alert
for pedestrians walking, kids playing outside, and people riding their
bicycles. If you are walking your dog, remember to “curb your dog” and
pick up after them. Keep them on leashes and make sure that you have
control of the dog at all times when out and about, especially if they are
on a long leash. Reminder: It is the law that everyone 17 and under wear
a helmet when biking, skateboarding, and rollerblading/skating.

Recently, we have received reports of incidents involving deer. There is
an abundance of deer, even an overpopulation of deer, in our greater
area. As this is a regional problem, as President of the Pascack Valley
Mayors Association, | will be speaking with the mayors in our group
along with Bergen County Executive Jim Tedesco to discuss this issue.

The next regular meeting of the Governing Body will take place on
Tuesday, April 22nd at 7:30 PM at which time we will be holding a public
hearing on our 2025 Bergen County Open Space Grant application.

| wish all our residents who are celebrating, Happy Eid, Happy Passover
and Happy Easter.



