
 
 
 
 
 

MAYOR DIPAOLA’S MEETING REPORT 
April 22, 2025 

    
• As a reminder, weekly mixed garden debris pickup resumed on April 

7th & will continue each Monday through the year’s end.  
   

• Thank you to the Emerson Fire Department for holding their Annual 
Egg Hunt two Saturdays ago. Though the weather did not cooperate, 
it was still enjoyed by all who participated.   

 
• If you would like to order a Military Banner to honor a veteran who 

currently lives or has resided in Emerson, please do so by April 30th 
so the banner can be displayed for Memorial Day.    
 

• This coming weekend will be a busy one with planned community 
events and activities:  
o This Saturday, April 26th is Emerson Baseball and Softball 

Opening Day.  The parade steps off at 9 AM from the high school 
and concludes at Hillman Field with an Opening Ceremony.  
Softball will be celebrating with their annual picnic as well. The 
rain date if needed will be held on Friday, April 25th.  
 

o Also, on Saturday, at 1 PM, please join the Shade Tree 
Commission on the front lawn of Borough Hall for the annual 
Arbor Day Ceremony.  This year, two trees will be dedicated in 
memory of our residents who have passed away since 2024.  
There is still time to have names placed on the remembrance list 
by contacting the Clerk’s Office.  Thank you to the Shade Tree 
Commission, especially Karin Argenzia and Jessica Fricke, for 



putting this program together. There is no rain date, but if there 
are any changes to the event please check the Borough website.   

 
o On Sunday, April 27th, the Environmental Commission will open 

the Community Garden for the season at 11am followed by 
Tranquil Trails Yoga and Hiking in the Woods at 12 noon. Details 
on these events can be found at www.emersonnj.org.  There are 
still a few plots available in the Community Garden if anyone is 
interested.  Please visit our website or contact the Clerk’s Office 
for all the information. And, thank you to the Environmental 
Commission for putting together such a good lineup of programs 
for us to celebrate Earth Month. I was happy to read to children 
at the Library on April 3rd.    
 

o Also, on Sunday, the Philip Morgan Foundation, in partnership 
with The Red Cross, will be hosting a blood drive at the Senior 
Center from 9 AM to 2 PM. Registration and other information 
can be found on the borough website.  
 

• For eligible seniors, there are currently several programs available 
for property tax relief and other assistance including Senior Freeze, 
ANCHOR, Stay NJ, and NJ Save programs.   
o SENIOR FREEZE, ANCHOR, & Stay NJ: Visit 

https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/staynj/ for more 
information 

o NJ SAVE: Call 800-792-9745 or visit www.aging.nj.gov for more 
information  

 
• The senior bus is available to residents age 55 and up and to those 

with special needs. It runs each week on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. Please call Stacy at 201-262-6086 x1212 to book a ride. In 
addition, the County of Bergen offers senior van services for doctor’s 
appointments outside of our coverage area (Emerson, Westwood, 
Oradell, and Paramus).  Please call 201-368-5955 to learn more 
about their services.   

http://www.emersonnj.org/
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/staynj/
http://www.aging.nj.gov/


 
• Mark Your Calendars for some upcoming events in Emerson: 

o Emerson Little League is holding a Casino Night on Saturday, 
May 3rd at the Knights of Columbus in Westwood.  For details, 
please visit our borough website.   
 

o Get Your Unwanted Paper Documents Ready! Our free paper 
shredding day, in collaboration with the BCUA, will be held on 
Saturday, May 17th from 9 AM to 1 PM at Borough Hall.   

 
o Assumption Church’s Carnival will be held from Wednesday, 

May 14th through Sunday, May 18th.  
 

o The American Legion Post 269 will honor our fallen heroes at a 
Memorial Day Ceremony at Monument Park on Monday, May 
26th starting at 9 AM.   

 
o The Bergen County Clerk’s Satellite Office will be accepting 

passport applications with photos taken onsite, administering 
Notary Oaths, and processing photo cards for Seniors, 
Veterans, and Exempt Firefighters on Wednesday, May 28th 
from 10 AM to 2 PM at The Senior Center.  Walk-ins are 
welcome.   

 
o The Recreation Commission’s Summer Kickoff is Saturday, June 

14th with a rain date of Sunday, June 15th.   
 

o The Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC) will be coming to the 
Senior Center on Friday, July 11th to provide “Real ID” and other 
motor vehicle services. Motor Vehicles’ will open their online 
appointment portal about 30 days prior, which we will then 
post on our social media accounts.     

 
 
 



• I encourage our residents to sign up to receive emergency 
notifications and other borough information through our RAVE Alert 
System at www.emersonnj.org/RAVE.  And, as always, all of our 
events and current news is posted on the borough website at 
www.emersonnj.org/news or our Facebook and Twitter pages as 
well as our new Instagram account, @borough_emerson. 
 

• Bergen County is seeking poll workers for the 2025 Primary and 
General Elections.  More information can be found on our website 
or by calling the Clerk’s Office.   

 
• As the weather gets nicer and people are outside more, please be 

alert for pedestrians walking, kids playing outside, and people riding 
their bicycles.  If you are walking your dog, remember to “curb your 
dog” and pick up after them.  Keep them on leashes and make sure 
that you have control of the dog at all times when out and about, 
especially if they are on a long leash. Reminder: It is the law that 
everyone 17 and under wear a helmet when biking, skateboarding, 
and rollerblading/skating.   
 

• As High School graduation approaches, Bergen Community College is 
currently open for 2025 Summer enrollment and 2025 Fall 
enrollment, anyone who is looking to attending may visit 
www.bergen.edu/admissions for information on applying to Bergen 
Community College. 

 
• The next regular meeting of the Governing Body will take place on 

Tuesday, May 6th at 7:30 PM.  At this meeting, our Borough Auditor 
and CFO will join us for the public hearing on the 2025 Municipal 
Budget as well as the 2024 Municipal Audit.  
 

• The Borough of Emerson has been recognized by the Arbor Day 
Foundation as Tree City USA for the 20th year in row! 
 

http://www.emersonnj.org/RAVE
http://www.emersonnj.org/news
http://www.bergen.edu/admissions


 
 

• And, last but certainly not least, I want to recognize our employees 
and volunteers for their commitment to safety.  Last week, I 
attended a breakfast where the Borough of Emerson received the 
Platinum Award, the highest award given, from the Bergen Joint 
Insurance Fund’s Safety Program for the 3rd year in a row! 
 

• Good news, the Federal lawsuit brought by ERUR against the 
Borough and the Mayor personally in Federal court was dismissed by 
Judge Arleo on summary judgement and declared that the case is 
closed. I want to thank all of the Borough’s attorneys Rich 
Malagiere, Len Seeman, Chris Botta, Brian Giblin Sr., Brian Giblin Jr., 
and Borough Attorney John McCann. We are happy with the 
outcome. 


