
 
 
 
 
 

MAYOR DIPAOLA’S MEETING REPORT 
May 20, 2025   

 
Block 419 
As you know, block 419 has been sitting dormant will little to no activity on it for the better 
part of the year. From the moment the ownership of this project was transferred without any 
financial due diligence by the previous administration, and without final construction schedule 
the project has been stuck by repeated delays. 
 
The financial troubles by the Redeveloper in his other projects across the State has been well 
publicized leaving other communities stuck in a similar situation as we have here in Emerson. 
 
Currently, 419 has an over 33-million-dollar mortgage liens against the property as well other 
liens. As you, early in this year we have authorized out attorneys to bring another breach of 
contract action against redeveloper. As this began, even more properties the redeveloper was 
involved with across the state began to have similar problems. 
 
A few months ago, the Borough was approached by a well-respected NYC finance construction 
investment firm RXR and asked us for a meeting to see if things could be work out to 
Emerson’s satisfaction. Additionally, several other possible investors have approached the 
Borough as there is apparent interest in the property from other investors. At the time, RXR 
advised us they had a plan ready to go if we could work things out with the current 
Redeveloper. 
 
After several weeks of exhausting negotiations, sadly at the last minute, the Redeveloper 
changed what we believed he agreed to what was a fair deal to make the taxpayers of 
Emerson whole while completing the project. 
 
Since this is no longer a possibility and given the extreme circumstances, we are going to ask 
the governing body tonight to authorize our attorney us to begin immediate legal action 
against the Redeveloper. All options are on the table including condemnation. 
 
It is the failure to perform due diligence on this builder at the last minute before leaving office, 
of the previous Mayor and governing body failed this community. Hopefully, this action that 
we will take will invite other qualified developers to complete this project so that we have a 
wonderful center of our town. 
 
 



 
• The Borough, in collaboration with BCUA, held another successful shredding day this past 

Saturday, recycling 4,892 pounds of paper. Thank you to everyone who had a hand in 
getting it coordinated, especially Perry Solimando and Tom Carlos. We will keep you 
posted with more details about the next shredding day later in the year on November 1st.  
 

• Monday, May 26th please join the American Legion Post 269 and the Mayor and Council at 
The Monument, across from Villano School, for our Memorial Day Ceremony.  The 
ceremony will start at 9am.  Light refreshments will be served courtesy of Rajiv Mehta of 
Dunkin Donuts. In case of inclement weather, the ceremony will be held inside the Senior 
Center.    
 

• Reminder: The Borough will be closed this coming Monday, May 27th in observance of 
Memorial Day.  Mixed garden debris will be picked up though.  I repeat mixed garden 
debris will be picked up.       

    

• The Bergen County Clerk’s Satellite Office will be accepting passport applications as well as 
performing other services on Wednesday, May 28th from 10 AM to 2 PM at The Senior 
Center.  Walk-ins are welcome.   
 

• Put Saturday, June 14th on your calendars for the Emerson Summer Kickoff and Fireworks 
Extravaganza.  The Emerson Recreation Commission is busy planning another great event 
with activities scheduled throughout the day. The rain date will be Sunday, June 15th.   
 

• Applications are now being accepted for the 2025 Pascack Valley Junior Police Academy. 
Please stop by or reach out to the Emerson Police Department for applications. 

 

• Summer Hours for Borough Hall Offices begin next week through August 29th.  
o During these weeks, each Monday through Thursday, Borough Hall office hours 

will be 8:30am to 5:00pm and then on Fridays, the hours wills be 8:30am to 
12:30pm 

o DPW summer hours will coincide with these dates as well and their hours will be 
6:00am to 2:30pm 

o Police Department and the Records Clerk hours will remain the same.     
o Summer hours are posted on the Borough’s website.  

 

• On June 7th, The Emerson Chamber of Commerce is hosting their Car Show from 9:00-
2:00 in the parking lot of 800 Kinderkamack Road, just south of Dairy Queen.  
 

• On June 8th, a blood drive will be held in honor of Emerson resident, Armando Gonzalez 
and MDS patients from 9am to 2pm at the Senior Center.  More details can be found on 
our borough website. 

 

• The next regular meeting of the Governing Body will take place on Tuesday, June 3rd at 
7:30 PM.   


